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Right  now  you  have  the  opportunity  to  own  part 
of  the  incredible  treasure  of  iheS.S.  Andrea 
Doria.  We  have  a  limited  number  of  sets 
available,  each  of  which  contains: 

•  One  United  States  Silver  Certificate. 

•  One  Italian  1,000  lire  bank  note. 

Both  painstakingly  preserved  and  beautifully 
presented  in  a  handsome  display  which  permits 
viewing  from  both  sides.  Each  is  accompanied 
by  a  certificate  of  authenticity  signed  by  Peter 
Gimbel  and  Elga  Anderson. 


You  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  the  remarkable 
video  A.  A.  Andrea  Doria:  A  Journey  of  Adven¬ 
ture.  All  this  for 


Only  ’749 


Admiral  Andrea  Doria _ 

During  the  late  fifteenth  century,  Christopher  Columbus  had  dreams  of 
reaching  the  Far  East  via  a  western  route  that  eventually  led  him  to  land  in  the 
Americas.  Few  people  remember  Columbus’  fellow  Genoese  Admiral,  Andrea 
Doria,  who  remained  in  his  homeland  to  protect  Italy  from  the  Spanish,  the 
French,  and  Barbary  Pirates.  Credited  with  discovering  how  to  sail  into  the  win 
Doria  was  also  named  Admiral  of  the  Genoese  Fleet  and  "Father  of  his  country. 

AN  IMPORTANT  VESSEL _ 

After  World  War  11,  Doha’s  legacy  was  honored  with  the  naming  of  the  first 
Italian  liner  built  during  the  period  following  the  war.  The  Italian  Line  was 
sparse  and  a  new  task  was  undertaken  to  build  a  ship  honoring  Italy’s  post-war 
renaissance.  The  design  was  an  homage  to  Italy’s  extensive  history  of  fine  art 
and  rich  culture.  In  1953,  the  Andrea  Doria  was  launched,  having  been 
christened  by  Cardinal  Siri,  Archbishop  of  Genoa. 

During  trials,  the  vessel  weighed  a  gross  29,083  tons,  could  reach  speeds  of 
26.218  knots,  measured  696.5  feet  long  by  89-9  feet  wide,  and  had  enough  roor 
for  218  first  class,  320  cabin  class,  and  703  tourist  class  passengers,  along  with 
563  officers  and  crew  members.  Although  the  birth  of  this  vessel  appeared  to  be 
the  ideal  way  to  start  a  new  age  of  wealth  and  prosperity,  many  believe  the  ship 
was  cursed  from  the  very  beginning. 
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The  Andrea  doria’s  Fateful  51st  Voyage 

Just  three  years  after  its  first  taste  of  water,  the  Andrea  Doha  had  already 
made  fifty  trips  from  Genoa  to  New  York  and  was  preparing  for  its  next.  This 
journey  was  to  be  Captain  Piero  Calamai’s  last  expedition  with  the  vessel  before 
he  transferred  positions,  ironically,  to  the  Cristoforo  Colombo.  With  40  years 
experience,  Calamai  was  more  than  skilled  enough  to  pilot  this  journey. 

Carrying  a  total  of  1,134  passengers  on  board,  the  Andrea  Doha  set  sail 
from  Genoa,  making  stops  at  Cannes,  Naples,  and  finally  at  Gibraltar  on  July 
20, 1956.  Cruising  comfortably  across  the  Atlantic,  passengers  bathed  in  luxury, 
sipping  cappuccino  and  breathing  the  wann  aromas  of  garlic,  basil,  and  pesto 
that  wafted  from  the  kitchen. 

On  July  25, 1956  as  the  Andrea  Doha  was  only  hours  away  from  its  final 
destination  in  New  York,  the  pristine  weather  conditions  that  had  guided  the 
ship  thus  far  soon  turned  to  overcast  skies,  and  a  quiet  fog  rolled  over  the 
Massachusetts  coast.  Approaching  the  body  of  fog  created  by  collision  of  the 
warm  Gulf  Stream  and  the  cool  north  Atlantic  waters,  Captain  Calamai  ordered 
the  engine  room  to  reduce  the  speed  from  23  to  21.8  knots.  At  the  new  rate,  the 
Andrea  Doha  would  reach  New  York  only  one  hour  behind  schedule. 

At  1 1:30  that  morning,  the  Swedish  passenger  liner  the  Stockholm  left  pier 
97  from  New  York  Harbor  and  was  preparing  to  set  her  course  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  due  east,  cruising  at  a  steady  18  knots.  At  10:20  that  evening,  Calamai 
received  word  that  they  were  passing  the  Nantucket  lightship,  the  last  check¬ 
point  before  New  York.  Ten  minutes  later,  the  Stockholm  was  almost  three  miles 
off  course  and  in  a  strong  current. 

A  COLLISION  AT  SEA 


At  10:40  p.m.,  the  crew  of  the  Andrea  Doha  spotted  a  ship  17  miles  away, 
heading  straight  for  them.  When  the  two  vessels  were  one  mile  apart,  the  crew  of 
the  Andrea  Doha  spotted  the  Stockholm  and  noted  that  the  Swedish  liner  was 
turning  right,  directly  at  them.  Captain  Calamia  reacted  quickly  and  ordered  a 
hard  left  in  hopes  of  outrunning  disaster.  At  1 1 : 1 5  p.m.  the  Stockholm  struck  the 
Andrea  Doha  and  ripped  a  gaping  50-foot  wide  wound  in  her  upper  deck. 

Reminiscent  of  the  H.M.S.  Titanic  40  years  earlier,  the  Andrea  Doria  was 
considered  unsinkable.  Had  she  been  struck  in  any  of  her  three  engine  rooms, 
she  would  have  survived.  The  Stockholm ,  however,  ripped  open  the  deep  tank 
compartment,  allowing  240,000  gallons  of  frigid  seawater  to  rush  in.  As  the 
Andrea  Dorm  eased  onto  her  side,  more  water  poured  in  and  sucked  her  further 
down.  Immediately,  an  emergency  signal  was  broadcast,  reaching  Coast  Guard 
stations  as  far  away  as  South  America  and  Europe.  Many  ships  arrived  on  site  to 
aid  in  the  rescue  of  the  Andrea  Doha  's  passengers,  including  a  French  liner  the 
He  de  France ,  a  United  Fruit  Company  Cargo  Ship  the  Cape  Ann.  and  a 
Tidewater  Oil  Company  tanker  the  Robert  E.  Hopkins.  The  sinking  of  the 


Andrea  Doha  began  at  9:45  am  July  26.  The  Italian  princess  was  completely 
out  of  sight  at  10:09  am  and  soon  after  laid  to  rest  230  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  icy  north  Atlantic.  Surprisingly,  only  51  people  died  in  the  accident,  and 
eerily  enough,  it  was  the  Andrea  Doria's  51st  journey  to  New  York. 

The  Search  for  Treasure 


Within  hours,  extreme  divers  caught  word  of  the  wreck  and  the  rumor  that 
two  safes  with  thousands  of  travelers’  checks,  Italian  lire,  and  United  States 
Silver  Certificates  went  down  with  the  wreckage.  TWo  of  the  divers  most 
enraptured  with  the  lore  of  th e Andrea  Doha  were  Peter  Gimbel,  heir  to  the 
Gimbels  Department  Store,  and  his  wife,  Elga  Anderson,  the  documentary 
filmmaker.  Only  months  after  the  collision,  Gimbel  and  Anderson  were  on  their 
way  to  the  site.  Due  to  difficult  diving  conditions  and  other  factors,  they  were 
unable  to  attempt  a  serious  recovery  until  years  later,  in  1981 . 

The  Treasure  is  Found! 


On  July  30, 1981,  Gimbel,  Anderson,  and  their  crew  boarded  the  Sea  Level 
and  departed  from  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  The  team  maneuvered  through  the 
“Shark  Zone”  and  found  the  dive  site,  but  the  dangerous  north  Atlantic  waters 
made  it  nearly  impossible  to  attempt  a  recovery'  of  the  two  sunken  safes.  Just 
when  the  team  was  about  to  lose  hope,  Gimbel  hired  a  sixth  diver,  Drew  Ruddy, 
who  on  one  of  his  initial  dives  recovered  the  Purser’s  safe  in  the  lounge  of  the 
sunken  Andrea  Doha.  Due  to  concern  for  the  crew’s  health,  the  expedition  left 
the  site  with  one  safe,  surrendering  the  other  to  the  wreckage. 

On  September  1 ,  the  team  arrived  in  Montauk.  New'  York  to  open  the  safe  in  front 
of  a  live  television  audience.  Inside  were  thousands  of  lire  and  Silver  Certificates  that 
had  been  guarded  by  the  sleeping  Italian  princess  for  25  years.  After  delicate 
conservation  and  care,  many  of  these  salvaged  notes  from  the  Andrea  Dorn  have 
been  preserved  by  specialists  and  offered  to  the  public.  Incredibly,  you  have  the 
chance  to  own  a  piece  of  the  treasure  that  went  down  with  the  Andrea  Dona  nearly 
50  years  ago  in  one  of  the  most  infamous  maritime  disasters  in  history. 
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In  1981  Peter  Gimbel  and 
Elga  Anderson  launched  The 
Doria  Project,  and  through 
use  of  a  sealed  bell  and  the 
new  "saturation  di\ing" 
technique  were  able  to 
recover  paper  money  from 
the  sunken  ship.  These 
pieces  of  currency  were  then 
carefully  conserved  and  art- 
now  available. 
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First  of  all,  from  ev¬ 
eryone  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  a 
Happy  New  Year  to  you 
and  yours.  May  you 
have  a  happy,  prosper¬ 
ous,  healthy,  and  “warm 
and  fuzzy”  2003.  And, 
numismatically,  we’ll  all 
do  our  best  to  help  you 
in  any  way  possible — 
adding  interesting  coins 
to  your  collection,  pro¬ 
viding  good  reading  for  your  enjoy¬ 
ment,  or  buying  or  auctioning  pieces 
you  would  like  to  deaccession.  In  all  we 
do  we  will  treat  you  as  we  ourselves 
would  like  to  be  treated. 

The  past  year  was  very  active 
numismatically,  as  you  know.  Our  auc¬ 
tion  sales  were  dynamic  and  saw  many 
fine  coins  cross  the  block.  In  our  Coin 
Gallery  Department  A1  Pinkall  has 
been  as  busy  as  a  beaver — and  every 


time  I  walk  down  the 
hall  and  visit  his  office 
he  is  “too  busy”  to  see 
me — which,  of  course, 
is  great!  Well,  not  ev¬ 
ery  time,  hut  often. 
The  numismatic  hobby 
is  indeed  fortunate  that 
it  has  not  been  ad¬ 
versely  affected  hy  the 
dot.com  mania  / 
bubble,  by  the  Enron  / 
Arthur  Andersen  ca¬ 
pers,  by  terrorism,  by  the  Wall  Street 
crash,  or  by  much  of  anything  else. 
Collectors  are  still  collecting,  and  en¬ 
thusiastically. 

A  collection  of  coins,  tokens, 
medals,  and  paper  money  can  bring 
you  untold  pleasures  it  you  combine 
buying  with  reading,  outreach,  shar¬ 
ing  your  treasures  with  others,  and 
friendships  with  dealers  and  collec¬ 
tors.  If  you  peruse  the  books  I  have 


written  about  Louis  Eliasherg,  Ahe 
Kosoff,  Virgil  Brand,  the  Norweh 
Family,  and  the  Garrett  family  it  will 
soon  become  apparent  that  these 
highly  accomplished  people  found  nu¬ 
mismatics  to  be  a  way  of  life  that  en¬ 
riched  them  in  many  ways — finan¬ 
cially,  yes,  but  that  was  probably  the 
least  important.  As  I  mentioned  in  our 
recent  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  150,  1 
have  never  “worked”  a  day  in  my  life. 
Yes,  professional  numismatics  has. 
been  good  to  me — but  this  is  only  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg.  More  important  are 
the  friends  I  have  made,  the  numis¬ 
matic  items  that  have  passed  my  way 
briefly  in  the  course  of  building  and 
selling  collections,  the  research 
projects,  and  more.  Every  day  brings 
new  pleasures. 

In  the  following  pages  you  will  find 
many  items  to  tempt  you,  with  Mark 
Borckardt  being  the  main  cataloguer  of 
the  pieces  listed.  You  will  find  “entry 
level”  coins  as  well  as  great  rarities. 
And,  remember  that  building  a  collec¬ 
tion  is  automatically  a  diverse  proposi¬ 
tion,  as  every  collection  of  Indian  Head 
cents  has  to  have  a  rare  1877  for 
completion,  but  it  also  needs  a  common 
1907.  A  great  thing  about  numismatics 
is  that  forming  an  interesting  collection 
can  he  as  inexpensive  (or  expensive)  or 
as  focused  (or  diverse)  as  you  want  to 
make  it! 
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Welcome  to  the  Rare  Coin  review 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Our  Books  for  Sale  section  has 
been  redone,  using  some  “marketing 
sense”  in  that  our  best  sellers  are  fea¬ 
tured  while  some  highly  desirable  titles 
that  sell  as  slowly  as  molasses  moves  in 
the  winter  are  relegated  to  simpler  list¬ 
ings.  Take  a  10%  discount  on  any  order 
for  books  and  supplies  (such  as  our  con¬ 
venient  “Eagle”  albums),  or  a  hefty  20% 
discount  it  the  list  price  of  your  order  is 
$100.01  or  more.  For  your  book  order 
just  call  Mary  Tocci  at  1  -800-222-5993, 


credit  card  in  hand,  and  she  will  auto¬ 
matically  calculate  your  best  discount 
and  hasten  the  books  oft  to  you.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  “Eagle”  albums,  it  is  tun  to  display 
and  look  at  your  coins,  and  this  is  a  nice, 
inexpensive  way  to  do  it! 

For  coins  call,  e-mail,  fax,  or  other¬ 
wise  contact  A1  Pinkall.  He  is  just  a  few 
push-button  touches  away  at  1-800- 
222-5993.  Each  coin  you  buy  is  abso¬ 
lutely  guaranteed  to  be  everything  you 
hope  for — and  more — or  an  instant  re¬ 


fund  awaits  you  per  our  guarantee. 

From  all  of  us  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  thank  you  tor  being  a 
friend  and  customer.  And,  again,  all  the 
best  to  you  for  a  great  2003! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

President,  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries 


Our  Collection 
portfolio  program 

A  Special  Introductory  Offer  for  You!  •  Save  $50,  $100,  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful 
collection  with  some  of  the  world’s  greatest  numismatic 
experts  at  your  sendee.  The  Bowers  and  Merena  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  most  convenient  way 
to  build  a  significant  collection  in  the  specialty  of  your 
choice.  Join  today  and  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collec¬ 
tion  by  taking  advantage  of  the  special  package  offers. 

Here  is  how  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a 
package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully 
hand-picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

•  Indian  cents 

•  Type  set  of  U.S.  Coins 

•  Commemorative  half  dollars 

•  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 

•  Franklin  half  dollars 

•  Morgan  silver  dollars 

•  United  States  gold  coins 

•  you  name  it! 

You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know 
and  we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick 
only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Our  expert  numismatists, will  make  each  selection  for 
you.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service 
quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  at¬ 
tributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 


Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own, 
study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  another  attraction  for  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4% 
discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and 
personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodi¬ 
cal  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  A1  at  1  -800-222-5993  with  credit  card 
in  hand.  Let  him  know  your  collecting  interests,  the 
amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month  (mini¬ 
mum:  $200),  and  the  grades  you  would  like  to 
collect.  Your  first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be 
in  your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change 
the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the  series 
you  collect. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  us  hand 
select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only  $450.  Or, 
select  $1,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $900.  Get  a 
giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering  $5,000  list  price  in 
coins  and  pay  only  $4500! ! !  These  special  offers  are  gtx>d  for 
your  first  month’s  selection  only. 


RAKE  COIN  REVIEW  *151 


3 


January/February  200 i 


As  we  go  to 

A  few  notes  from  Dave  Bowers: 

These  words  are  being  written  as  Rare  Com  Re¬ 
new  No.  1 5 1  is  being  prepared  tor  the  press.  1  am  in 
a  dilemma!  A1  Pmkall  and  our  staff  have  been  writ¬ 
ing  checks  tor  some  of  the  nicest  coins  I’ve  seen  in 
a  long  while — new  purchases  in  circulated  grades  as 
well  as  Mint  State  and  Proof,  all  hand-picked  for 
quality.  As  you  will  soon  see,  these  include  some 
“wow!”  items — such  as  an  1827  quarter  and  a  1907 
Wire  Edge  Indian  $10. 

The  problem  is  that  cataloguing  all  of  these  coins 
would  take  me  several  days,  and  I  don’t  have  the 
time — at  my  left  hand  is  another  project  (our  March 
auction,  in  cooperation  with  the  B&.M  auction 
team),  and  on  my  right  hand  is  an  article  in  the 
works  for  the  next  issue  of  a  national  publication. 

So,  what  to  do? 

Tell  you  what:  Look  over  this  listing,  somewhat 
sketchy  save  for  some  pieces  that  I  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  catalogue  a  few  days  ago  before  the  rush-rush. 
See  something  interesting?  Just  call  A1  Pinkall,  he  will 
get  the  coin,  and  they  will  then  describe  its  surface, 
strike,  and  anything  else  of  interest  to  you — talk 
about  personal  service!  At  the  same  time  I  will  miss  out 
on  the  chance  to  linger  over  these  pieces  to  catalogue 
and  appreciate  them. 

All  or  most  all  are  one-of-a-kind.  Call  A1  as  soon 
as  you  read  this,  and  you  will  have  the  greatest 
chance  of  having  most  of  your  selections  available. 

Thanks! 

Dave  B 


Half  Cents 

1795  Lettered  edge.  B-2a,  C-2a,  R-3.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 7,800 

1833  C-l,  B-l,  R-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 390 


Large  Cents 

1814  S-295,  B-l.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  stars,  wreath  leaves,  and  other  details.  Rich 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  example 
of  the  last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  style.  ..  2,600 
1850  N-7,  R-2.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 950 


Small  Cents 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,000 

1872  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 2,000 

1876  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 4,500 

1877  VG-8  (PCGS) . 795 

1879  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,325 

1886  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 4,900 

1886  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 1,650 

1903  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 143 

1908- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 2,450 

1909- S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 520 

1909-S  VDB.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 2,500 

1918-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 535 

1922  No  D.  FS-013.2.  VF-35  (NGC) .  1,200 

1922-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 


1924-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  brown  surfaces  with 
much  glossy  lustre.  Key  date  of  the  decade.  190 


♦  Last  minute  items — Read,  then  call! 


1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive, 


about  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was  made! .  170 

1936  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4,900 

1952  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS) . 1,680 

1983  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 475 


1995  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-68  RD  (NGC).  120 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

1865  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Fairly  scarce  in  Proof  format 


in  combination  with  the  65  designation .  715 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Much  more  red  than 
brown,  with  as  much  red  as  some  MS-65RD 

certified  coins  have! . 450 

1872  Proof-64  RD  (NGC) . 1,320 


NICKEL  3 1 

1865  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 7,150 

1879  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS) . 845 


1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

somewhat  lustrous  surface — a  hybrid  coin 
attributed  as  a  Proof,  but  with  some  lustre  and 
other  attributes  of  a  rare  and  more  valuable 
circulation  strike . 350 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 525 

1884  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS) . 525 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  deep  mint  frost. 

A  delightful  specimen  of  the  swan  song  year  of 
the  denomination . 780 


Silver  3^ 


1851-0  MS-65  (NGC) . 2,160 

1852  MS-65  (NGC) . 810 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,620 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,540 


1862  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  lustrous. 
About  as  nice  as  the  minute  it  was  struck!  1,350 


Nickel  5^ 


1866  MS-63  (PCGS) . 390 

1869  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 975 

1879/8  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS) . 1,300 

1881  MS-67  (PCGS) . 6,700 

1882  MS-67  (PCGS) . 6,700 


1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  945 


1895  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  Seemingly 

inexpensive  at  only . 265 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful.  An  exceptionally  high  quality 

example!  Delicate  light  gold  toning .  1,250 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  575 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS) . 575 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  575 


1912-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 8,400 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 335 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 270 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS) . 300 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,750 

1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,470 

1924-S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,350 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS) . 610 

1926-S  VF-20  (PCGS) . 425 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 285 


1928  MS-64  (PCGS) . 105 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  .  I  • 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS) . 420 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 110 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 175 

1937  MS-67  (PCGS) . 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS) . 89 


1937-D  3  Legged.  MS-62  (NGC).  Fivaz-Stanton- 
020.2  Light  iridescent  toning  over  silver  surfaces. 
One  of  the  most  popular  die  varieties  from  the  first 
half  of  the  20th  century.  (Note  from  QDB:  This 
is  one  of  the  early-on  pieces  I  had  a  chance  to 


describe) . 2,400 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 165 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular 
overmintmark  (with  this  feature  clear).  .'...  200 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 295 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 165 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS) .  165 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 425 

1947-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS) . 95 

1949-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS) . 135 


HALF  DIMES 


1795  LM-10,  V-4,  R-3.  AU-55  (PCGS). ..  6,300 

1831  LM-10,  V-l,  R-l.  MS-62  (NGC) . 460 

1832  LM-12,  V-2,  R-2.  MS-64  (NGC) . 1,215 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,400 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,150 

1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin 

with  a  great  measure  of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal 
in  combination  with  a  high  grading  number.  Not 

often  seen  so  fine!  . 1,300 

1857  MS-65  (NGC) . 1,450 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS) . 610 

1858-0  MS-64  (NGC) . 750 

1871  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Especially  highly 
and  deeply  polished  Proof  dies  were  used  to  strike 

this  issue.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 780 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,100 

1872- S  Mintmark  Below.  MS-66  (PCGS).  1,485 

1873- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 485 

1876-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 140 


Dimes 


1805  4  Berries.  JR-2,  R-2.  MS-65  (NGC).  23,000 
1859  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate 
champagne  toning.  Exceptionally  high  grade 


combined  with  nice  eye  appeal . 3,825 

1873Proof-66  (PCGS) . 2,500 

1876-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Popular  Carson  City  issue .  140 

1888-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Delicate 

champagne  toning . 675 

1896  Proof-63  DC  AM  (PCGS) . 675 

1916  Barber.  MS-63  (NGC) .  170 

1919  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 235 

1921  EF-45  (PCGS) . 560 

1925-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 2,400 

1930- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 225 

1931- D  MS-64  FB  (P(  X  JS)  .  140 

1935-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS)  .  510 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS)  .  1,350 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS)  .  ('10 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 205 


"As  we  go  to 

1939-D MS-67  FB(PCGS) . ISO 

1^42  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 795 

1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 135 

1942-S  MS-65  FB(PCGS) . 110 

1983  No  S.  Proof-68  DC  AM  (PCGS) .  1,080 

Quarters 

1827/3  Silver  restrike.  B-2,  R-6.  Proof-63 

(PCGS) .  55,250 

1834  B-4,  R-l.  Plain  4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  A  highly  attractive  specimen  with 
a  lot  of  “life,”  a  sparkling  specimen  of  this  short¬ 
lived  1831-1838  series . 6,100 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  1,350 
1864-S  MS-64  (NGC) .  33,000 

1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-65  (NGC) . 2,300 

1874  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

satiny  lustrous.  Fully  brilliant.  An  especially 
choice  specimen  of  this  popular  with-arrows 
style  minted  only  in  1873  and  1874.  Ideal  for  a 
high  quality  type  set . 2,600 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  One 
of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  seen  at  this  grade 

level! . 1 ,885 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1,600 

1875-CC  VF-25  (PCGS) . 340 

1879  MS-67  (PCGS) . 5,400 

1905-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,470 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC) . 1,280 

1915- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,100 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 520 

1917  Type  I.  MS-62  FH  (PCGS) . 270 


press ! u 


ist  minute  items — Read,  then  call! 


Half  dollars 

1795  0-109,  R-4.  EF-40  (NGC) . 7,500 

1821  0-103,  R-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 650 

1825  O-l  16,  R-3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 3,100 

1831  O-l  14,  R-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver-brown 

surfaces . 175 

1836  Lettered  edge.  0-114,  R-2.  MS-64 

(NGC) . 2,660 

1839  Liberty  Seated,  No  Drapery.  EF-45 

(NGC) . 1,290 

1855-0  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
hint  ot  golden  toning  around  the  border.  A  “high 
end”  AU-53,  far  finer  than  usually  seen.  A  lot  of 

value  for  the  money . 490 

1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 11,200 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,3 

1916- D  Liberty  Walking.  MS-65  (PCGS).  1,885 

191 7- D  Rev.  Mintmark.  MS-64  (NGC). ...  4,400 

1917 -S  Obv.  Mintmark.  AU-55  (PCGS).  .  2,100 
1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 41,500 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS) . 620 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS) . 600 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS) . 450 

1936  MS-66  (NGC) . 270 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS) . 160 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 235 

1937  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 4,550 

1938  MS-67  (PCGS) . 3,200 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS) . 270 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS) . 247 

1939-D  MS-67  (PCGS) . 1,780 

1939-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 200 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  125 


191 7-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 125 

sharply  struck,  and  everything  else 

nice!  A  gem 

194 1-D  MS-67  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and, 

of  memorable  quality.  First  Denver 

Mint  issue  of 

interestingly,  somewhat  prooflike.  A  very  special 

this  design . 

.  1,925 

coin . 

.  1,500 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

194 1-D  MS-66  (PCGS) . 

. 275 

thoroughly  choice . 

. 460 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 200 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 

. 260 

1941 -S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 

. 240 

1927  MS-63  FH  (PCGS) . 

. 340 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 

.  1,850 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 

. 335 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

.  125 

1927-S  EF-40  (NGC) . 

. 1,100 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

.  119 

1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 510 

1944  MS-66  (NGC) . 

. 490 

1930  MS-66  FH  (PC GS) . 

. 1,750 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

.  105 

1934  MS-66*  W  (NGC) . 

.  190 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

.  139 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS) . 

.  195 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 

. 365 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS) . 

. 185 

1953  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 

. 275 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 110 

1953  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 

. 140 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 410 

1953  MS-65  FBL(PCGS) . 

. 585 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 

. 250 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS) . 

.  108 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 210 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS) . 

.  189 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS) . 

. 95 

1954-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS) . 

. 325 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 

. 110 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 

.  128 

1948-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  in 

1961  MS-65  (NGC) . 

. 135 

exceptionally  high  grade . 

. 160 

1962-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS). .. 

. 775 

1950  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  Proof  year 

after  1942 .  108 

1950  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lowest  Proof 

mintage  of  the  decade . 70 

1953  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC) .  175 


CALL  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

800-222-5993 


Silver  dollars 

1795  BB-51.  Off-Center  Bust.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 15,000 

1795  BB-52,  B-15.  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  Silver  surfaces  with  light  gray  and 

gold  toning.  A  lovely  example .  5,900 

1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-52,  B-15,  R-l.  EF-40 

(PCGS) . 6,500 


1796  l^irge  Date.  Small  Letters.  BB-65.  B-5,  R 
2.  EF-40  (PCGS) 

1799  BB-160,  B-12,  R-2.  AU-55  (IX  US) 
Medium  silver-gray  surfaces  with  much  lustre 
remaining,  especially  in  protected  areas  A 
lovely  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  avsigned 

grade . 7,500 

1801  BB-212,  B-2,  R-2.  EF-45  (POOS 
1803  Large  ).  BB-255.  B-6,  R-l.  VF-20 

(PCGS) . 2,150 

1859-S  AU-53  (K  X  JS) . 3,6 

1863  Proof-65  (NGC)  . 1'U 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS)  An  exceptional  quality 
circulation  strike  specimen  of  this  highly  prized 
Civil  War  date,  an  issue  rare  in  any  and  all 
grades.  The  present  piece  is  much  rarer  than  an 

equivalent  Proof. .  1 3,600 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65 
(PCGS) . 2,950 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  Jack  Lee  2.  MS-66 

(PCGS) . 15,500 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 250 

1878- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 105 

1879  MS-65  (PCGS) . 885 

1879- S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

brilliant,  and  lustrous . 215 

1879- S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

1880- CC  MS-65  (PCGS) . 900 

1880-CC  8/7  Reverse  of  78.  MS-64  (PCGS).  750 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC) . 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325 

1880-S  MS-68  (NGC) . 3,000 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 219 

1880- S  MS-63*  (NGC) . 71 5 

1881  MS-66  (PCGS) . 3,900 

1881- CC  MS-67  (PCGS) . 5,200 

1881 -CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 430 

1881-S  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  A  highly  prooflike 

example  of  this,  the  most  popular  issue  among 

early  Morgan  dollars . 785 

1881-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  98 

1881- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 175 

1 882- O/S  MS-64  (IX  X3S) . 2,500 

1882-S  MS-67  (IX  X3S) . 

1882- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive. 
Hand-picked  quality,  as  always  with  BN.M.  21 5 

1883- CC  GSA.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  155 

1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS) . 725 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 145 

1883-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS) . 625 

1883-0  Mint  error.  Off  center,  broadstruck,  plain 

edge.  MS-64.  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  indeed 
memorable,  mint  error  combining  an  off-center 
strike  (by  about  5%),  plain  edge,  and  choice  Mint 
State  with  excellent  eye  appeal!  A  find  for  the 
specialist  and  advanced  collector . 2,800 

1883- S  MS-62  (IX  X 5S) . 

1884- CC  MS-66  (PCGS)  . 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS) . HO 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS) . 320 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS) . 175 

1884- CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 150 

1885- CC  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  ...  5.900 

1885-CC  MS-66  (PCGS) .  1.885 

1885- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 98 

IMS'S  MS-63  PL  (FOGS)  . 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS) . 219 

1886- 0  MS-6  3  (IX  GS)  . 


As  we  go  to  press!  Last  minute  items — Read,  then  call! 


1886-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  A  choice  Mint  State  example  of 
a  Morgan  dollar  date  and  mint  that  is  readily 
available  in  worn  grades,  but  which  becomes 
very  elusive  in  choice  or  tiner  Mint  State.  A  key 


to  the  series . 2,325 

1886- S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,600 

1887- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,775 

1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,600 

1887- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  (as  1887-S 

usually  is)  and  brilliant . 495 

1888  MS-66  (NGC) . 645 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS) . 190 

1888- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 345 


1889  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  prooflike  surfaces 
are  very  attractive.  Exceptional  condition  and 
appearance  for  an  otherwise  (in  lower  grades) 
easily  available  1889  dollar.  Scarce  so  fine. 3, 600 
1889  MS-65  (PCGS) . 300 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 345 

1889- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 

Popular  San  Francisco  issue . 375 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS) . 125 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS) . 115 

1890- CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS) . 3,055 

1890-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

mirrorlike.  Such  1890-CC  dollars  are  in  the 
minority.  One  of  the  nicer  MS-64  DMPL  pieces 

we’ve  seen . 2,250 

1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  Not  needle  sharp,  but  far  above  average— 
a  “keeper”  for  the  advanced  specialist.  Rarely 


seen  so  fine! . 2,050 

1890-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 3,380 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS) .  1,025 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 185 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  110 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 190 

1890- S  MS-63  (NGC) . 110 

1891- CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 660 

1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre.  A  high  quality  example . 3,100 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 530 

1891- 0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 295 

1892  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  13,100 

1892- CC  MS-65  (PCGS) . 6,500 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 550 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 315 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,875 

1892- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,800 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,450 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS) . 895 

1893- CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 4,500 

1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 4,400 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 3,900 

1894- 0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 3,250 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Gorgeous  medium  iridescent 

toning  on  the  obverse.  Silver  with  hints  of 

golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 740 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 170 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS) . 180 

1897-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 550 

1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 585 

1897- S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 550 

1898- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 130 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS) .  105 

1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 360 


1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 129 

1899-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 3,250 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 17,000 

1902  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 3,500 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 130 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 295 

1903- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 

of  the  great  “story”  coins  of  the  series . 385 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

lovely  specimen . 380 

192 1  -D  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295 

1921- D  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  110 

1921  Peace.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

and,  most  important  of  all,  a  significantly  finer 
strike  than  usually  encountered . 6,600 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1922- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 330 

1924-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 260 

1925  MS-67  (PCGS) . 4,500 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 108 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS) . 110 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS) . 290 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 550 

1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 4,600 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 675 


Trade  Dollar 

1880  trade.  Proof-62  CAM  (PCGS) . 2,150 


Gold  Dollars 


1^05  MS-63  (PCGS) 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS)  14 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS)  . 1,235 


$3  Gold 

1854  MS-65  (PCGS) . 15,600 

1855  AU-50  (PCGS) .  1 

1859  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,560 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS) . 4,850 

1879  MS-62  (NGC) . 3,800 


Half  Eagles 

1795  Small  Eagle  reverse.  B-6415,  B-6F,  R-5.  EF- 

45  (NGC) . 15,500 

1804  Small  8.  B-6443,  B-2C,  R-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS) .  32,000 

1807  Bust  Left.  B-6453,  B-5D,  R-3.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 12,800 

1809/8  B-64458,  B-1A,  R-3.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 4,300 

1854-0  AU-50  (NGC) . 1,450 

1881/0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 7,560 

1843  AU-55  (PCGS) . 640 

1843-0  Large  Letters.  AU-50  (PCGS) .  1,900 

1909-D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 247 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1,275 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS) . 3,750 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS) . 3,000 

1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 5,100 

1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 5,000 


1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,900 

1851  MS-65  (PCGS) . 4,800 

1851  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS) . 450 

1852  MS-61  (NGC) .  1,550 

1852-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Much  lustre  remains.  Early 

New  Orleans  issue . 875 

1853  MS-66  (NGC) . 7,000 

1853  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,100 

1854  Type  1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 

specimen  of  the  final  year  of  the  1849-1854 
design . 295 

1855  MS-61  (PCGS) . 4,420 

1874  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Popular  date . 575 

1882  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS) . 5,850 

1883  MS-67  (PCGS) . 4,300 


Eagles 


1851-0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 475 

1879-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  “high  end”  AU-55  that  will  seriously 

challenge  some  certified  as  MS-60 .  875 

1895-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Popular  late  19th  century 
New  Orleans  issue.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  425 
1907  Indian.  Wire  Edge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  31,800 
1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS). ..  2,050 


1907  Indian.  MS-61  (NGC) . 575 

1911  MS-66  (PCGS) . 10,500 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1,150 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS) . 728 


Double  Eagles 


Quarter  Eagles 


1843  EF-40  (PCGS) . 280 

1851  MS-61  (NGC) . 585 

1851-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,975 

1859  Old  Reverse.  AU-53  (PCGS) .  1,170 


1873  Close  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
brilliant.  Early  date  logotype  style  often  called 
Closed  3,  but  as  the  3  is  not  closed,  but  the  knobs 
are  dose,  the  term  Close  3  would  seem  to  be  more 


appropriate . 875 

1878-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 2,000 

1898  Proof-64  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC) . 8,320 

1903  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 5,200 

1903  MS-62  (PCGS) . 420 


1851  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,100 

1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,430 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 6,200 

1868-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 4,550 

1873  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original 

mint  lustre  is  present.  Brilliant . 625 

1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Oh,  so 

close  to  full  Mint  State! . 780 

1879  MS-60  (NGC) . 935 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
attractive . 850 

1892  AU-50  (PCGS) . 2,860 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1,885 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  . 

1894- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  1,815 

1 895  MS-62  (N<  X  ) 


we  go  to 


1 896-S  MS-65  (NGC) .  1,650 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS) . 4,500 

1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 875 

1899  MS-62  (NGC) . 540 

1 900  MS-62  (NGC) . sso 

1902  Proof-66  (PCGS) .  87,000 

1903- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,135 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,400 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,300 

1904- S  MS-62  (N(  X :)  . 550 

1906  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625 

1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,700 

1907  MCMVI1  High  Relief.  Flat  Edge.  EF-40 

(PCGS) . 7,100 

1907  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Date.  MS-66 

(PCGS) . 6,700 

1907  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Date. MS-64 

(PCGS) . 1,575 

1907  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Date.  MS-63 
(NGC) . 900 

1907  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Date.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 950 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,250 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC) . 725 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

attractive,  and  highly  affordable! . 695 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 725 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC) . 610 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC) . 515 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 610 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 510 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 4,550 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC) . 900 

1908-D  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,025 

1908- D  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 890 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS) . 3,055 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 690 

1910  MS-64  (NGC) . 1,335 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,285 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS) . 635 

1910- D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 550 

1910- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous,  a  very  nice  example  of  this  early  S-Mint 
Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle .  1,995 

191 1- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 785 

191 1-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 625 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 630 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS) . 825 

191 3-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,600 

1913-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 875 

1913- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 6,500 

1914  Proof-66  (NGC) .  59,000 

1914  MS-63  j(NGC). . 635 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS) . 685 

1914- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 3,120 

1914-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 2,200 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 785 

1914-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 785 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 635 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 

Popular  San  Francisco  issue . 625 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 685 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 635 

1915  MS-62  (NGC) . 780 

191 5- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 785 

191  5-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 670 

191  5-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 685 


press 


Last  minute  items — Read,  then  call! 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,250 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC) .  1,105 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS)  . 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS) 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  attractive . 725 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pie  Uing  example  at  thif 

grade  level . 575 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS) . 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS) .  785 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  year..  695 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  few 

easily  collectible  dates  of  the  series . 695 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS) . 540 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  year..  685 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS) .  43,000 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  year. .  695 
1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Consider  acquiring 

a  date  run  of  this  decade — from  the  nice 

selection  we  offer  here . 695 

1927  MS-63  (NGC) . 515 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen...  530 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS) . 2,950 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily 

collectible  variety  of  the  series,  all  later  examples 
ranging  from  very  scarce  to  quite  rare . 530 

COMMEMORATIVES 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An 
extraordinary  coin  combining  exceptionally  high 
grade  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  and  superb 
eye  appeal.  A  wondrous  coin!  One  of  the  very 
finest  Isabella  quarters  we’ve  ever  seen. ..  6,500 

1893  Isabella  Quarter.  MS-65  (NGC) . 2,900 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A 

highly  attractive  example . 825 

1900  Lafayette  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 3,500 

1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,650 

1921  2x2  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,405 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous  with  attractive  light  golden  toning 
around  the  border.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
fairly  scarce  type . 875 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 625 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (NGC) . 750 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 800 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

delicate  hints  of  lilac  toning.  Arkansas  halves  of 
various  dates  are  usually  encountered  in  grades 

significantly  lower  than  MS-66 .  740 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 260 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  1,750 

1936- S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich, 

satiny  lustre . 630 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 325 

1936-D  Cincinnati  MS-65  (PCGS) . 675 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre.  One  of  the  more  elusive  types  of  the 

1936  year . 650 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 225 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (NGC) .  385 

1936  Elgin  Centennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  With  the 
satiny  lustre  characteristic  of  this  popular  issue. 

Brilliant  and  beautiful . 250 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 240 


1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  234 

1928  Hawaiian.  Proof -6 3  Matte  (NGC)  19,3a 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCX  >S ) 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63  (N(  X  1 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (NGt  X  .  120 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-66  (NGC).  .  1,100 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (IX  (  At 

1920  Maine.  Mint  Error.  Planchet  Lamination 

Obverse.  MS-64  (POOS) .  44, 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC) .  310 

1934  Maryland.  Ms  (-4  (IX  (  A '  .  190 

192 1  Missouri  2x4.  MS-64  (PCX  IS).  An  especially 

brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous  specimen  of  this 
early  commemorative  issue.  Difficult  to  locate  so 
choice . 2,100 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC) .  175 

1938  New  Rochelle  MS-65  (PCGS).  With  the 
satiny  lustre  characteristic  ot  this  popular  issue. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 425 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 650 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2  JO 

1928  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 445 

193  3-1)  Oregon.  MS-66  (PC  GS) 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  741 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 475 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 425 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC) . 300 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 245 

1938- PDS  Oregon  set.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

trio  with  of  above  average  quality.  Low'  mintage 
and  relatively  low  market  price,  seemingly 
offering  a  great  value! . 875 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  ..  2,600 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,600 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  540 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  159 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (NGC) .  1,500 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 585 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 216 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  145 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC) . 690 

1935  Texas  PDS  Set.  (NGC) .  1,500 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC)  . 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 267 

1936- PDS  Texas  Set.  MS-66,  66,  and  67. 

(PCGS).  A  lovely  superb  gem  set,  nicely 
matched  w'ith  delicate  golden  toning  over  deep, 
rich  mint  lustre.  Memorable  quality! .  1,400 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 215 

1937- PDS  Texas  Set.  MS-66,  66,  and  67. 

(PCGS).  A  connoisseur’s  dream  come  true!  A 
brilliant,  lustrous  trio  with  a  whisper  of 
champagne  toning .  1,700 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  185 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 230 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . J60 

1951  B.T.W.  PDS  Set.  MS-66  (NGC) .  875 

1903  Jefferson  $1.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  4,400 

1905  Lew  is  and  Clark  gold  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

splendid  coin,  highly  prooflike,  and  with  a 

generous  measure  of  eye  appeal . 6,700 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  $1.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 2,500 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  1.460 

1916  McKinley  $1 .  MS-66  (PCX  JS).  4. 1 00 

1917  McKinley  $1  •  MS-64  ( PC  (  IS ) 

1917  McKinley  $1.  MS-62  (PCGS)  650 


Colonial  and 
Early  American 
Coins 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
enjoy  colonial  coins  a  lot,  and  with  few  excep¬ 
tions  they  are  regularly  featured  in  our 
catalogues  and  auctions.  Some  time  ago,  actu¬ 
ally  in  the  1980s,  we  mused  about  doing  a  book 
on  colonial  coins,  hut,  so  far,  pen  has  not 
touched  paper.  In  the  meantime,  the  C4  Club, 
the  always-impressive  Colonial  Newsletter 
(birthed  by  A1  Hoch,  raised  by  Jim  Spilman, 
and  in  adulthood  under  the  eaves  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society),  and  much  else  in 
print  have  all  contributed  to  education  and 
outreach  concerning  the  series. 

The  typical  investor  would  not  touch  a  1786 
Ryder-9  Baby  Head  copper,  VF  with  planchet 
fissures,  with  a  ten-foot-pole,  which  is  just 
dandy,  as  it  leaves  the  field  of  early  American 
coins  to  pure  numismatic  market  considerations. 
Accordingly,  there  are  few  if  any  “fads”  or 
“bubbles.”  A  few  years  ago  when  we  presented 
the  Frederick  Taylor  Collection  of  state  copper 
coins  at  auction,  it  was  dramatically  demon¬ 
strated  that  the  collecting  of  such  coins  slowly, 
on  a  measured  basis,  and  with  care,  enjoying 
them  all  the  while,  can  he  a  wonderful  financial 
investment,  too! 

Look  over  our  selections  carefully — then  or¬ 
der  the  ones  you  would  like  to  own.  As  there  are 
so  many  different  aspects — striking,  planchet 
quality,  die  state,  etc. — to  coins  in  this  series, 
each  coin  is  subject  to  your  personal  inspec¬ 
tion — as  per  our  guarantee. 

Colonial  Coinage  References 
you  will  enjoy  owning  and  using 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  hy  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  references.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount! 


American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with 
stories  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  A  wide  range  of  numismatics 
are  covered,  including  many  stories  of  colonial 
coinage  such  as  the  remarkable  Castine  Hoard 
found  in  Maine.  456  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404.  List  $59.95,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount! 

The  Soho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money. 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty.  If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  this  defini- 
tive  volume.  254  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BDO-505.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Coins  of  America.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has  never 
been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illustrated.  Durst 
reprint.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45, 
before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  By  Eric  P. 
Newman.  The  source  for  early  American  paper  money 
of  the  colonial  era,  including  comprehensive  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  issue.  An  exceptional  reference  for  the 
colonial  coin  collector  as  well.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  $75,  before  your 
discount! 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period. 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman.  346  pages,  illustrated. 
This  book  is  a  “sleeper”  in  that  many  numismatists  do 
not  know  about  it.  A  pleasant  reading  experience 
awaits  you — this  we  guarantee!  Cloth  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAN-214-  List  $25,  before  your  discount! 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confedera¬ 
tion.  By  Philip  L.  Mossman.  A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  312  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200.  List 
$100,  before  your  discount! 

SPECIAL  DEAL:  Buy  ALL  of  the  above  titles  in 
one  fell  swoop  and  take  a  26%  discount  from  the  list 
prices  (not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  book  offer 
in  this  issue).  Just  ask  Mary  Tocci  for  “Colonial  Book 
Special  No.  1”  when  you  call  in  your  order! 

1722  Rosa  Americana  penny  struck  in  bath 
metal  composition.  VF-30.  Intermingled 
light  gold  and  darker  brown . 369 

These  issues  were  made  in  England  and  were 
intended  for  distribution  in  America,  as  per  the  legend, 
which  translates  to  “the  American  rose.”  However,  it 
is  likely  that  most  stayed  in  the  British  Isles,  as  in  the 
1 9th  and  20th  century  that  was  the  prime  numismatic 
source  for  choice  specimens. 

1722  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen- 172.  EF-45 


(PCGS).  Sharply  detailed  mahogany  brown 
with  splashes  of  darker  steel  toning .  295 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  Breen- 
227,  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  VF-35.  A 
wonderful  example  with  smooth  light  brown 
surfaces . 425 

This  variety  is  the  result  of  a  die  crack  connecting 
the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  letter  C  in  VOCE ,  and 
was  not  deliberately  made. 

1760  Voce  Populi.  AU-58  (PCGS) .  1,275 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  VG-10. 
Dark  brown  surfaces .  189 

Massachusetts  had  its  own  state  mint,  a  departure 
from  the  procedure  used  by  other  states  in  the  1780s, 
which  gave  contracts  to  private  individuals.  An  audit 
of  what  was  going  on  revealed  that  each  Massachusetts 
half  cent  and  cent  cost  twice  face  value  to  produce.  End 
of  mint! 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  21-N. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for 
the  grade  with  extremely  pleasing  medium 
hrown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  32-T.  EF-40.  Very 

dark  hrown  surfaces  with  slight  roughness. 
Still  quite  attractive  and  with  considerable 
design  details  remaining .  1,095 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  olive- 
brown  with  heavy  clash  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 495 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-s.  G-4.  Cleaned  long 
ago,  and  burnished  to  remove  corrosion. 
Now  with  deep  steel  surfaces.  Complete  sat¬ 
isfaction  guaranteed,  so  order  it  and  check  it 
for  yourself. . 99 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 
Want  to  Share  an  Opinion ? 

We  welcome  interesting  com¬ 
munications.  Address  Paul  Mont¬ 
gomery,  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 

NH  03894,  or  reach  Paul  on  his 
personal  website,  paul@bowers- 
andmerena.com.  Items  deemed  of 
interest  may  he  reproduced  in  one 
of  our  publications. 
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1787  New  Jersey.  Plain  shield.  EF-45 

(PCGS) .  1,195 

1787  Connecticut.  Horned  Rust.  Miller-4L. 

EF-40.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  popular 
variety,  the  nickname  for  which  is  derived 
from  a  horn-shaped  die  crack  in  front  of  the 
bust . 599 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder-10.  F-12.  Faint 
porosity  with  very  dark  brown  surfaces  as 
expected,  lighter  devices,  and  splashes  of 
mahogany  patina .  295 

All  authentic  pieces,  as  this,  are  porous  and  lightly 
defined  at  the  centers.  All  examples  of  Ryder-2  through 
Ryder- 15,  excluding  R-l,  R-5,  and  R-12  to  14,  were 
struck  within  the  borders  of  Vermont,  at  the  time  not 
a  state,  hut  an  independent  republic  (statehood  was 
not  achieved  until  1791). 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder-20.  VF-20  (PCGS). 
Struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  on  Orange  Pond, 
Newburgh,  N.Y.,  which  was  heir  to  the  Ver¬ 


mont  contract  coinage . 895 

1 774  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen- 1005.  Vlack 
8-74A.  F-15.  Pleasing  olive-brown .  349 


Captain  Thomas  Machin’s  curious  “mill,”  a  “pri¬ 
vate  manufactory  of  hardware,”  was  situated  on  the 
shore  of  Orange  Pond,  near  Newburgh,  New  York.  S.S. 
Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America  furnishes  some  delight¬ 
ful  reading  (under  “Vermont”  coinage)  of  this  curious 
venture.  This  minting  facility  has  captivated  numis¬ 
matists  ever  since,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  if 
it  had  never  existed,  the  cumulative  file  of  The  Colonial 
Newsletter  would«be  10%  less  voluminous  than  it  is 
now! 

1787  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen-995. 

VF-35 .  799 

Circa  1795  Kentucky  token.  Plain  edge.  MS- 

61  BN  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of 
this  popular  issue,  designated  as  the  “Ken¬ 
tucky  token”  by  virtue  of  the  letter  K  appear¬ 
ing  at  the  top  of  the  triangular  arrangement 

of  state  abbreviations . 975 

1  787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  9-P.  Rarity-4.  EF- 
40  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing 

olive  and  darker  brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  Fugio.  New  Haven  Restrike.  Copper. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  olive-brown  surfaces 
with  deeper  toning  around  peripheral  de¬ 
vices . 650 

A  curious  “restrike”  made  before  the  Civil  War 
using  what  were  probably  newly-created  dies,  although 
wrapped  with  a  romantic  scenario  involving  a  teenager 
(C.  Wyllys  Betts)  discovering  old  dies  on  the  site  of  the 
Broome  &.  Platt  store  in  New  Haven,  etc.,  etc.  Horatio 
N.  Rust,  one  of  nine  honorees  on  Augustus  Sage’s 
“Numismatic  Gallery"  medalet  series  of  1859,  from 
dies  cut  by  George  H.  Lovett,  seems  to  have 
masterminded  the  caper. 

Half  Cents 

Half  cents  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re- 
view  are  short  and  sweet — which  reminds  us  to 
say,  once  again,  that  we  are  enthusiastic  buyers! 
Have  a  nice  type  set  of  half  cents,  have  a  date 
set?  Have  a  variety  set!  Have  a  few  key  pieces? 
We  would  he  delighted  to  exchange  our  check — 
instant  payment — for  your  choice  coins! 


Half  Cent  References 
now  available  from  us: 

W  alter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
anil  Colonial  Coins.  With  much  information  about 
half  cents,  along  with  just  about  everything  else.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents.  The  definitive  reference  on  half 
cents  dated  1 793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  covers  their 
production,  rarity,  grading,  and  varieties.  500  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  The  “production  value”  of  this  book  is 
fantastic,  and  we  have  no  doubt  if  it  were  being  pub¬ 
lished  for  the  first  time  today,  the  list  price  would  he 
well  over  $100!  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-724.  List 
$65,  before  your  discount. 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book,  1793-1857.  By 

Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D.  A  comprehensive  study  of 
half  cent  die  varieties  and  die  states,  discussing  identi¬ 
fication,  chronology,  and  rarity.  Useful  for  all  collectors 
of  half  cents,  from  novice  to  advanced.  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850.  List  $75, 
before  your  discount. 

Attractive  1793  Half  Cent 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Only  Year  of  Type 


1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  half 
cent  denomination,  and  the  only  year  of  the 
design  type  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  left, 
with  pole  and  cap.  Attractive  medium  tan 
surfaces,  devoid  of  extraneous  marks  and 
choice  as  such.  Nicely  struck  with  strong  de¬ 
tails  for  the  assigned  grade.  The  1793  half 
cent  has  been  popular  and  desirable  in  every 
numismatic  season,  due  to  its  unique  status  as 
a  design  type,  its  position  as  the  first  year  in 
the  series,  and  its  overall  scarcity  among  the 
several  known  die  varieties.  The  present 
piece  provides  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
acquire  a  highly  desirable  specimen  for  your 

cabinet .  14,500 

1804  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  B-l  1,  C-12.  AU- 
58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  dark  brown  surfaces.  Splashes  of 
orange  lustre  are  visible  on  the  reverse.  This  is 
an  exceptional  example  for  the  grade.  1 ,395 
1851  EF-45  (PCGS) .  109 


HOW  TO  ORDER 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Gem  Proof  1852  Half  Cent 
First  Restrike 


1852  First  Restrike.  B-2.  Proof-65  BN  (NCR  ). 
Dark  brown  Proof  surfaces  with  hints  of  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  An  attractive  example 
with  moderately  reflective  fields.  The  1852  is 
especially  important  as  a  Proof-only  date,  as 
no  pieces  were  struck  for  regular  circulation. 
The  acquisition  of  this  coin  makes  it  possible 
to  complete  a  date  run  of  half  cents  of  the 
decade  of  the  1850s .  5,950 


Large  Cents 

Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  in  his  1949  book, 
Early  American  Cents,  later  renamed  Penny 
Whimsy  in  the  1958  revision,  stated  that  it  was 
his  experience  that  once  numismatists  tried 
many  other  series,  they  often  gravitated  back  to 
the  comfort,  familiarity,  and  basic  warmth  of 
collecting  old  copper  cents.  Such  pieces,  with 
virtually  endless  variations  in  die  varieties, 
degrees  of  wear,  striking,  and  surface  patination 
colors,  are  fascinating  to  acquire  and  study. 

From  a  philosophical  viewpoint  it  is  indeed 
interesting  that  just  about  any  old-time  numis¬ 
matist  in  existence,  and  any  dealer,  can  truly 
appreciate  a  nicely  worn  1793,  1799,  1804, 
1823,  or  other  scarce  cent,  with  such  grades  as 
VG  and  Fine  being  eminently  desirable.  On  the 
other  hand,  for  20th-century  coins,  not  many 
would  feel  similarly  about  a  well  worn  1916  sil¬ 
ver  Mercury  dime  (this  being  the  same  issue  for 
its  series,  as  1793  is  for  the  larger  copper  cent 
series).  Moreover,  collectors  of  large  copper 
cents  often  enjoy  the  camaraderie  of  belonging 
to  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club  and  its 
journal,  Penny- Wise,  edited  by  the  gifted  Dr. 
Harry  E.  Salyards.  If  you  are  not  presently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  EAC  and  would  like  membership 
information,  contact  membership  chairman  Rod 
Burress,  9743  Leacrest,  Cincinnati,  OH  45215. 
By  the  way,  this  dandy  publication  recently  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  100th  issue  under  the  editorship  of 
Dr.  Salyards — a  truly  remarkable  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

Our  listing  emphasizes  issues  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  among  which  are  some  very  nice  pieces 
from  what  we  have  designated  as  the 
pseudonymic  “Roland  Park  Collection.”  Each 
specimen  was  selected  for  a  combination  of  ex¬ 
cellent  grade  and,  equally  important  in  our 
opinion,  superb  eye  appeal.  If  you  are  seeking 
some  very  nice  large  copper  cents,  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  listing  merits  your  careful  consideration. 
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Large  Cent  References 
now  available  from  us: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  LLS. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  All  about  just  about  everything — 
as  we've  noted  earlier.  A  must-have  for  every  library. 
754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764- 
List  $1 35,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United 
States  Cents  1793-1814.  Edited  by  Mark 
Borckardt.  Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  large  cent  series  plus  a  lot  that  you 
never  dreamed  to  ask  about.  This  is  a  “must  have” 
book,  no  question  about  it!  895  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-999.  List  $89.95.  De¬ 
luxe  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-999A.  List 
$149.95,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All 
U.S.  coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857.  By 

Howard  R.  Newcomb.  Reprint  edition  of  the  standard 
reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the 
period.  312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts.  With  this 
“program"  you  can  tell  all  the  “players,”  these  being  the 
cents  with  “N”  numbers  that  you  see  here  and  every¬ 
where.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798.  List  $50,  , 
before  your  discount. 

Penny  Whimsy.  By  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon.  A 
reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst.  The  first  in  the  American 


series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions 
with  history,  collecting  information,  and  opinions,  a 
delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Large  Cents.  Edited  by  Dr.  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  190  pages,  illustrated.  A  selection  of  mono¬ 
graphs  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
as  part  of  the  highly  acclaimed  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  (COAC)  series,  of  which  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  staff  experts  have  been  a  vital  part 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-215.  List  $25,  before  your  discount. 

1797  With  counterstamped  IAS  in  hallmark 
style  punch  (as  used  hy  silversmiths  and  other 
workers  in  soft  metal).  G-6.  Although  the 
surfaces  are  porous,  this  appears  to  he  Breen- 


17,  Sheldon- 127,  a  scarce  variety .  1 19 

1802  F-12  (PCGS) . 195 


Pleasing  1804  Large  Cent 
1804  Original.  Breen- 1,  Sheldon-266a.  Net 
VG-10,  sharpness  of  VF-25  with  eroded  sur¬ 
faces.  Before  shying  away  from  this  example, 
please  consider  the  typical  appearance  of 
1804  large  cents,  coins  that  almost  always 
have  problems  of  one  sort  or  another.  This  is 
an  aesthetically  pleasing  example  with  dark 
brown  surfaces.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed,  as  always .  1,250 


1807/6  B-3,  S-273.  Counterstamped  with  a 

crown  figure  in  incused  oval.  VG .  295 

1812  Large  Date.  B-3,  S-288.  VG-7.  Attractive 
brown  with  lighter  tan.  Very  lightly 
cleaned .  145 


Lovely  1814  Large  Cent 
Crosslet  4  Variety 


1814  Crosslet  4.  B-l,  S-294.  AU-58  BN 

(NGC).  Lustrous  rich  glossy  brown  surfaces. 
Well  struck.  All  told  a  very  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  mo¬ 
tif — ideal  for  the  type  set  collector  as  well  as 
the  date  and  variety  specialist . 4,500 

1816  N-2  Cent 

1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-63.  From  the  Phillip 
Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  as:  “Lot 
2636:  1816  N-2.  MS-63.  Nearly  full  mint 


Sudden  Popularity 


It  has  been  shown  time  and  again 
that  in  a  given  commercial  area  paper 
dollars  and  silver  dollars  cannot  coexist. 
Either  the  public  wants  one  or  the  other. 
In  conversations  with  Mint  Director  Jay 
Johnson  in  2000  your  edi¬ 
tor  suggested  that  there 
was  only  one  real  way  to 
assure  the  success  of  the 
new  metal  Sacagawea 
dollar:  to  abolish  paper 
dollars. 

We  were  reminded  of 
this  the  other  day  when 
we  came  across  this  ac¬ 
count  in  Banker’s 
Magazine  and  Statisti¬ 
cal  Register,  Septem¬ 
ber  1885: 

Silver  Dollars:  The 
demand  for  them  at  the 
[New  York  City]  Sub-Tre 
sury  on  the  5th  of  August  was  es¬ 
pecially  large.  A  great  quantity  of  frac- 
ri< >nal  silver  was  passed  over  the  counter, 
but  the  output  of  standard  dollars  was  the 


notable  feature  of  the  day. 

Hitherto  the  New  York  banks  have  been 
averse  to  taking  silver  dollars  from  any  source, 
but  on  the  5th  four  hanks  of  this  city  asked  for 
and  obtained  $60,000  in  standard  dollars. 


vi  II  42  W.. 


Av^i//V 


The  Chemical  Bank  took  $20,000,  the 
Central  Bank  $20,000,  the  Citizens’ 
$10,000,  and  the  Market  $10,000.  Other 
banks  took  smaller  amounts,  making  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  1 10,000  silver  dollars  taken  from  the 


Sub-Treasury  during  the  day. 

Mutilated  currency  to  the  amount  of 
$5,000  was  redeemed  in  sil¬ 
ver  dollars.  The  Assis¬ 
tant  Treasurer  has 
made  a  rule  to  re¬ 
deem  mutilated 
currency  only 
with  standard 
dollars.  The  cause 


of  this  sudden  de¬ 
mand  for  the  hith¬ 
erto  unpopular 
standard  dollar  is 
said  to  be  the  scar¬ 
city  of  one  and  two 
dollar  hills.  Since 
the  government 
stopped  printing 
bills  of  those  de¬ 
nominations  the 
banks  have  had  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  meeting 
the  requests  of  their  customers  for  them. 
The  one  and  two  dollar  bills,  being  in 
constant  circulation,  wear  out  rapidly, 
and  the  supply  is,  therefore,  constantly 
diminishing. 
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color,  hardy  faded  in  the  obverse  fields.  The 
reverse  is  entirely  red  and  the  obverse  is  per¬ 
haps  80%  mint  color.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men!  We’ve  seen  many  1816  cents  in  Mint 
State,  hut  we  can  never  recall  seeing  one  with 
this  much  original  mint  color  still  remaining. 
The  lustre  is  full  and  the  eye  appeal  is  exem¬ 
plary.  A  minor  abrasion  is  noted  in  the  left 
obverse  field  and  there  are  a  couple  of  spots  on 
the  reverse.  An  exquisite  specimen  that  stands 
head  and  shoulders  above  the  crowd.”  Since 
that  time  there  has  been  a  fair  amount  of 
“play”  in  the  market  for  cents  of  this  era,  what 
with  some  interesting  reports  of  sales  and  re¬ 
sales  from  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  offerings 
(Superior)  and  other  sales — showing  that 
more  than  just  a  few  nice  pieces  have  posted 

handsome  increases . 2,200 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  earlier 
from  our  sale  of  the  Phillip  Flannagan  Collection,  Lot 
2636,  quoted  above. 

Extensively  Pedigreed  1816  N-4  Cent 
1816  N-4-  MS-60  BN.  A  lovely  specimen,  rich 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  por¬ 
trait,  typical  strike  on  stars  although  in  all 
instances  revealing  the  six  rhomboids  that 
comprise  each.  Sharp  wreath.  Dentils  weak 
in  areas.  An  impressive  coin  that  has  succes¬ 
sively  satisfied  ‘some  of  the  most  prominent 

names  in  the  large  cent  field .  1 ,480 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Tom  Reynolds;  J.R.  Frankenfield,  Herman  H alpem, 
Stack's,  March  16,  1988,  Lot  291 ;  Robinson  Brown, 
Jr.,  Superior,  September  30,  1986,  Lot  442;  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries,  November  10,  1972,  Lot  771; 
Julian  Leidman. 

Lovely  1816  N-9  Cent 


1816  N-9.  AU-58.  Deep  and  richly  lustrous 

surfaces.  Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait  and 
wreath,  usual  strike  on  stars,  dentils  vary  from 
sharp  to  soft,  all  in  accordance  with  expecta¬ 
tions  for  N-9. ....: . 2,340 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

Lustrous  1817  N-2  Cent 

1817  N-2.  AU-55.  Small  dig  near  star  13.  Lus¬ 

trous  surfaces.  Lightly  struck  at  lower  right  of 
the  obverse  and  corresponding  part  of  the 
reverse,  as  the  die  faces  were  not  parallel  in 
the  press  (the  same  situation  recurs  many 
times  elsewhere  in  numismatics;  e.g.,  1817 
N- 16  cent,  1 794  silver  dollar) .  1,900 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  Victor -McCawley;  October  2000  Pre-Long 
Beach  Sale,  Superior,  Lot  1235. 


Attractive  1817  N-5  Cent 

1817  N-5.  MS-60  BN.  Above  average  strike  at 
portrait,  wreath,  stars,  and  letters.  Dentils 
vary  as  typical  for  N-5.  Rich  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  few  contact  marks  (popularly, 
kegmarks)  in  the  obverse  field.  An  attractive 
addition  to  any  high  quality  cabinet  of 

middle  date  cents .  1,640 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

1817  N-8.  Mouse  Variety.  AU-55.  A  lovely 
coin  from  our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot 
2641,  there  as:  “1817  N-8.  13  Stars,  Mouse 
variety.  AU-55.  Superb  lustrous  chocolate 
hrow'n  and  mahogany.  Excellent  eye  appeal 
and  the  fields  are  immaculate.  A  planchet 
depression,  as  struck,  is  noted  near  star  5. 
Late  die  state  with  heavy  radial  erosion  lines 
and  the  peeking  mouse  die  break  atop  Liberty’s 
head.  A  few  slide  marks  may  be  noted  on 
Liberty’s  hair  with  a  glass.  An  impressively 
attractive  specimen  of  this  popular  Mouse 

variety.” .  1 ,060 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2641  ■ 

1817  N-9  Mouse  Variety  Cent 

1817  N-9.  Mouse  Variety.  MS-63  BN.  Deep 
richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Mouse  prominent  on 
top  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  One  of  the  nicest 

seen .  1,890 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-9.  Mouseless.  MS-60  BN.  Rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Strong 
dentils  on  both  sides,  especially  bold  on  re¬ 
verse . 948 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Midwestern  dealer;  Early  American  Coppers  Sale, 
April  8,  2000,  Cape  Canaveral,  FL,  Lin  290 

1817  13  Stars.  N-9.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  lustrous  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  olive .  750 

Attractive  1817  N-lOCent 

1817  N-10.  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  leather- 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  with  extremely 
bold  dentils.  John  D.  Wright:  “Common  in 
all  grades.”  Counterpoint  by  William  C. 
Noyes:  “Supposedly  ‘common’  in  Mint 

State — where  are  they?” .  1,560 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-l  1.  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  Sharp  at 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Stars  light,  and 
with  dentils  mostly  blended  into  border,  as 

usual  for  N - 1 1 .  1,140 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1817  N-l  3.  Lazy  3  AU-58.  A  lovely  coin  from 
our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  as  Lot 
2643:  “1817  N-13.  1  3  Stars.  AU-58.  Radiant 
cartwheel  lustre  on  surfaces  rich  with  faded 
mint  color,  light  brown  and  gold.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  contact  marks  and  a  spot  between  stars 
1  and  2  are  noted,  but  the  eye  appeal  of  this 
coin  is  quite  impressive.  While  fairly  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  high  grades,  the  N-13  is 


many  multiples  rarer  than  N-l 4  in  tins  grade 
and  presents  a  much  more  attractive  appear¬ 
ance,  with  full  dentils  and  a  strong  strike  as 
opposed  to  the  frequently  mushy  N-14  This 
piece  is  just  as  nice  as  could  be  lor  the  grade, 
and  it  comes  with  a  fine  pedigree.  From  Su¬ 
perior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Robert  Matthews 
Collection,  May  1989,  Lot  553  (as  MS-60); 
earlier  in  Stack’s  sale  of  the  1  lerman  1  lulpem 
Collection,  March  1988,  Lot  346;  earlier  still 
from  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Alto  Collection, 
December  1970,  Lot  557,  thence  toC.  l\>u- 
glas  Smith,  thence  to  Denis  Loring."  1,160 

Roland  Park  Collection  From  Tony  Terranova. 
our  Flannagan  Collection  S ale,  Lot  2643. 

181 7  N-l  5.  EF-45.  Another  Flannagan  ( '<  >llec- 
tion  Sale  item  via  Tony  Terranova,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as:  “Lot  2644.  1817  N-l 5.  Ranty-4.  1 3 
Stars.  EF-45,  five  points  sharper  but  recolored. 
Even  medium  brown  with  olive  halos  around 
design  elements.  Tiny  rim  nicks  at  star  1 3  and 
over  C  in  AMERICA  noted,  as  is  a  faint 
scratch  near  D  of  UNITED  on  the  reverse. 
Still  full  of  eye  appeal  and  desirable  in  appear¬ 
ance.  This  is  a  scarce  variety  in  any  grade,  pro¬ 
hibitively  so  in  grades  higher  than  the  present 
specimen.  When  this  was  offered  in  1992  in 
the  fine  John  Nicholas  large  cent  collection, 
it  was  described  as  tied  for  seventh  best  with 
a  few  other  examples.  Certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  available  and  worthy  of  strong  bidder  sup¬ 
port.  From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  John  Nicholas 
Collection,  February  1992,  Lot  501  (there  cer¬ 
tified  PCGS  55).  Earlier  owned  by  R.E.  ‘Ted’ 
Naftzger.” . 685 

Robnd  Park  Collection.  From  Ted  Naftzger,  et 
al. ,  as  noted  above. 

181 7  N-l 6.  15  Stars.  AU-50.  15  stars;  the  only 

such  star  count  in  the  series.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  N-l  6.  One  of  the 
all-time  great  classics  in  the  middle  date  cent 
series,  although  hardly  a  rarity.  This  particu¬ 
lar  variety  was  absent  from  the  Randall 
Hoard,  and  because  of  this  high-grade  pieces 
are  very  elusive.  The  present  ranks  in  the  top 
10%  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled.  The  va¬ 
riety  is  a  great  anomaly,  as  the  engraver 
missed  the  correct  count  by  two  stars  ( in  con¬ 
trast  to,  for  example,  the  1 2 -star  half  cent  of 
1828  and  the  12-star  $5  of  1832,  erroneous 
by  one  star).  Moreover,  it  is  the  only  wrong 
star  count  coin  in  the  entire  copper  cent  se¬ 
ries.  In  A  Description  of  Ancient  and  Modem 
Coins  in  the  Cabinet  Collection  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States,  1860,  Mint  Director  James 
Ross  Snowden  offered  this  hit  of  knowledge 
(p.  114):  “In  the  following  year,  181 7,  a  cent 
of  this  pattern  [motif]  made  its  appearance, 
hearing  fifteen  stars,  hut  was  soon  discontin¬ 
ued."  Seemingly,  Snowden  thought  it  was  an 
intended  design  change! .  1,325 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

1818  N-l.  MS-64  BN.  Deep,  richly  lustrous 
brown  surfaces  that  are  as  nice  as  we  have 
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ever  seen  on  an\  cent  ot  this  era.  Typical 
strike  tor  N-l,  sharper  at  the  center  than  at 
the  periphery.  Here  is  a  coin  that  has  been 
lovingly  appreciated  tor  a  long  time! .  1,140 
From  Tony  Terranova. 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

ISIS  N-3.  MS-62  BN.  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces.  Nicely  struck  in  the  context  of  N-3. 
Complete  discerning  ot  dentils,  more  promi¬ 
nent  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  A 

splendid  1818  cent!  . 695 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1818  N-6.  MS-63  BN.  Rich  chestnut  colored 
surfaces  with  much  gloss.  A  thoroughly 

handsome  example  ot  this  issue . 875 

Reverse  from  die  state  with  crack  through  ED  ST, 
continuing  to  the  highest  wreath  leaf  below  the  second 
S  (STATES),  then  through  F  (OF)  and  AMER1C. 

1818  N-8.  EF-40.  A  lovely  coin  from  our 
Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  described 
as  Lot  2645:  “1818  N-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 
Glossy  and  attractive  mottled  medium 
brown.  Superb  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade,  just  a  few  scattered  contact  marks  and 
two  spots  at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  Planchet 
chip  noted  at  star  5.  A  fine  specimen  of  a 
variety  that  is  difficult  to  locate  much 

sharper.” .  1,180 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
B&M’s  Phillip  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  November 
2001;  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Robinson  S. 
Brown,  Jr.  Collection,  September  1986. 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red. 

Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait,  stars,  wreath, 
and  letters.  Dentils  blend  into  rim,  especially 
on  the  reverse . 840 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1819  N-2.  Large  Date  MS-64  BN.  From  the 

B&.M  Geneva  Sale,  2001,  there  as  Lot  49: 
“1819  N-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 
A  wonderful  example,  nearly  of  gem  quality, 
with  outstanding  frosty  brown  lustre  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  A  later 
die  state  with  the  date  and  most  stars  con¬ 
nected  by  fine  die  cracks.  Prominent  die  rust 
is  visible  on  the  reverse.” .  1,180 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Pedigree  as  noted.  Now 
out  of  PCGS  holder  but  with  tag. 

1819  N-3  Cent 

1819  N-3.  AU-55.  Rich  lustrous  brown.  Well 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters,  lightly 
struck  stars  (as  expected).  A  very  attractive 

example,  scarce  so  fine .  1,720 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chns  Victor-McCawley. 

1819  N-6.  Close  Date  MS-63  BN.  Medium 
brown  lustrous  surfaces.  Well  struck,  most 

dentils  very  bold,  etc.  A  nice  N-6! .  1,385 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

1819  N-9.  Small  Date  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous 
surfaces,  mostly  brown  with  tinges  of  red,  a 
lovely  Mint  State  coin  with  some  original 
color,  inviting  you  to  grade  it  as  you  wish; 
NG( suggests  MS-64  RB.  Probably  ex  Ran¬ 
dall  Hoard . 975 


Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  Superior  sale  of 
September  1997,  Lot  9 34  With  label  from  NGC 
(No.  664252-004)  os  MS-64  RB. 

Gem  1820/19  N-3  Oi ’erdate  Cent 


1820/19  N-3.  MS-65  RB.  Double-digit 
overdate,  1819  die  corrected  to  read  1820. 
Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  much  original 
mint  red.  Sharply  struck  portrait,  wreath, 
and  letters.  Typical  stars  for  N-3.  A  find  so 
nice! . 5,780 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1820  N-10.  Large  Date  MS-63  RB.  Sharply 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical 
stars.  Lustrous  brown  with  ample  mint  red. 
Dentils  blend  into  rims .  1,180 

1820  N-l 2.  Large  Date  MS-61  BN  with  tinges 
of  red.  Lustrous  light  brown.  Sharp  at  the 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars  for 
N-12 .  1,295 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  Chris 
Victor-McCawley;  Stack’s,  U.S.  Gold,  Silver  &  Cop¬ 
per  Coins,  October  20-21 ,  1999,  Lot  154. 

1820  N-13.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
lovely,  sharply  struck  example  with  nicely 
blended  dark  brown  and  lighter  tan.  Fully 
lustrous  with  hints  of  pale  blue  toning.  This 
is  a  popular  choice  for  type  collectors  due  to 
the  strength  of  design  details  on  the  original 
coinage  dies,  and  imparted  to  the  coins 
struck  from  them .  1,195 

1820  N-l 5.  Small  Date.  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lus¬ 

trous  brown  surfaces  with  some  tinges  of  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Sharp 
at  the  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical 
stars  for  N-l 5.  A  beautiful  cent! .  1,350 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Key  1821  N-lb  Cent 

1821  N-lb.  AU-55.  Light  brown  fields  with 

tinges  of  lighter  color.  Lustre  remains  in  cer¬ 
tain  protected  areas.  Some  “kegmarks”  on 
portrait.  Nicely  struck  at  centers,  stars  typi¬ 
cal.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  specimen  of  N- 
1,  second  (and  distantly  so)  only  to  the  1823 
in  terms  of  elusive  dates  in  the  later  reach  of 
the  series  1816-1857 .  5,625 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Memorable  1821  N-2  Cent 

1821  N-2.  AU-55.  A  memorable  1821  cent 
from  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Geneva  Sale, 
Lot  55,  there  described:  “1821  N-2.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Attractively  blended  light  tan  and 
dark  brown  with  sharp  design  elements.  A 
few  very  minor  abrasions  are  noted,  consis¬ 


tent  with  the  grade.  Traces  of  lustre  remain 
around  the  devices.  A  very  pleasing  example 
and  quite  scarce,  especially  in  high  grade.  As 
a  date,  182 1  cents  are  quite  elusive  with  high 
quality  examples  very  seldom  offered.”  In  the 
wide  world  of  numismatics  we  suggest  that 
there  are  no  more  than  a  hundred  cents  of 
this  date  at  the  AU  or  higher  level,  a  tiny  fig¬ 
ure  in  comparison  to  the  everlasting  desire  to 
form  basic  collections  of  dates  and  overdates. 
Indeed,  John  D.  Wright,  who  calls  this  issue 
“common  in  all  grades  but  Mint  State” 
(please  sell  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  a 
f  istful  of  common  EF  and  AU  coins! ),  does  go 
on  to  say  that  “several”  (which  to  us  does  not 
sound  like  a  lot)  exist  in  EF  grade,  15+  in  AU 
(as  here,  if  Mr.  Wright  considers  the  present 
coin  to  be  AU),  and  11  to  27  in  Mint  State. 
Our  own  experience  is  that  EF  coins  are  elu¬ 
sive,  but  in  any  event  are  more  available,  at 
least  in  collections  that  have  passed  through 
our  portals,  than  are  Mint  State  issues.  Regard¬ 
ing  Mint  State  specimens,  CQR  records  just 
seven.  One  thing  about  studying,  collecting, 
and  writing  about  old  coppers  is  that  there  are 
a  lot  of  opinions  out  there,  sometimes  diverse, 
but  all  interesting  and  all  contributing  to  the 

field  we  enjoy  so  much .  3,520 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
B&M  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  55.  Out  of  holder  and  with 
PCGS  ticket. 

1821  N-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  tan 

with  splashes  of  darker  brown  toning.  A  few 
very  minor  abrasions  and  trivial  scratches 
are  present.  This  is  a  desirable  example  and 
considered  one  of  the  key-dates  to  the  se¬ 
ries .  1,395 

Mint  State  1822  N-2  Close  Date  Cent 

1822  N-2.  Close  Date  MS-62  BN.  Light  brown 

surfaces.  Well  struck.  An  object  of  rare  beauty, 
as  high-grade  1822  cents  often  are.  Save  for 
the  1822,  coins  after  the  Randall  Hoard  and 
prior  to  1825  are  devilishly  difficult  to  track 
down  in  AU  or  better  grades.  In  his  detailed 
study  William  C.  Noyes  listed  just  six  Mint 
State  pieces  known  to  him .  1,880 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  Victor-McCawley . 

Mint  State  1822  N-4  Cent 

1822  N-4.  MS-62  BN.  Light  brown  surfaces  are 
very  attractive.  Sharp  at  portrait,  wreath,  and 
letters.  Stars  typical  for  N-4.  A  coin  with  a 

nice  “personality,”  we  suggest . 2,360 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Chris  Victor-McCawley,  Gordon  Wrubel,  Neilsen, 
Denis  W.  Loring,  Clark,  in  unknown  order. 

1822  N-6.  AU-58  (NGC) . 875 

1823/2  N-l  Overdate  Cent 

1823/2  N-l.  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and 
thoroughly  desirable  specimen  of  the 
overdate  version  of  by  far  the  scarcest  year 
among  cents  id  the  1816-1857  span.  Rich 
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leather-brown  surfaces,  typical  strike  for 
1823/2,  overdate  feature  very  boldly  defined. 
Some  verdigris  at  right  border  on  reverse.  It 
is  only  once  in  a  long  while  that  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  offer  an  1823/2  in  EF  grade,  as 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  extant  specimens 
are  very  worn,  typically  Good  to  Fine.  As 
such  this  will  be  a  highlight  in  any  fine  cabi¬ 
net  of  Middle  Date  cents .  2,990 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

Important  AU  1823  N-2  Cent 

1823  N-2.  AU-50.  Lightly  brushed  at  one  time. 
Graded  AU-55  many  years  ago.  Medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Stars  with  some  usual 
lightness.  Highly  important  as  far  and  away 
the  rarest  date  cent  from  1816  to  1857,  the 
object  of  desire  for  thousands  of  numisma¬ 
tists.  Of  the  1823  cents  that  do  exist,  most  are 
well  worn.  Even  at  the  Extremely  Fine  level 
the  1823  is  a  rarity.  The  present  piece  is  quite 

attractive  overall . 4,935 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor 
M cCawley,  Earlier  from  Garden’s  Coin  Exchange, 
Palm  Beach,  Florida,  “coin  from  collection  of  John 
Dearden,  copy  editor,  Saturday  Evening  Post."  Graded 
AU-55  at  that  time. 

1823  N-2.  VF-35.  A  lovely  example  of  the 
1823  N-2,  graded  VF-35,  and  probably  in 
the  top  20%  of  extant  pieces  of  this  date, 
quality-wise.  From  the  Lucien  LaRiviere 
Collection  Sale,  and  highly  admired  at  the 

time,  as  now .  1,240 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Lucien  LaRiviere  Collec¬ 
tion  Sale,  Bowers  and  M erena  Galleries,  March  2001 , 
Lot  2571 . 

1823  “Restrike”  Cent 

1823  Restrike.  MS-63  BN.  A  handsome  speci¬ 
men  of  the  so-called  “restrike,”  actually  a 
muling  of  dies  that  were  not  related  origi¬ 
nally.  Rich  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Earlier 
certified  as  MS-64  BN  (NGC  585667-001, 
ticket  not  present).  Believed  to  have  been 
struck  in  or  near  Philadelphia  circa  1860  or 
so  to  supply  examples  of  this  rare  date  to 
those  who  could  not  locate  them  elsewhere. 
Mark  Borckardt  of  our  staff  has  written  ex¬ 
tensively  concerning  this  highly  interesting 

issue .  1,485 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

Hard-to-Find  1824/2  N-l  Overdate  Cent 


1824/2  N-l.  Overdate.  AU-53.  Medium  lus¬ 
trous  brown.  Well  struck  at  the  centers.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  some  usual  lightness  at  the  stars. 


Overdate  feature  very  hold.  It  has  been  our 
observation  that  1824/2  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest  overdate  varieties  in  the  large  cent  se¬ 
ries.  Only  infrequently  do  we  have  one  in 
even  EF  grade,  let  alone  AU! .  3,340 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Chris  Vi ctor- 
M  cCawley. 

1824/2  N-l.  Overdate,  (duplicate)  EF-40.  A 
lovely  specimen  from  the  Lucien  LaRiviere 
Collection  Sale.  Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  in 
EF  or  finer .  1,300 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1824  N-2  Cent 

1824  N-2.  AU-58.  Medium  lustrous  brown. 

Nicely  struck  on  both  sides;  some  normal 
lightness  at  stars.  As  a  date  the  1824  is  highly 
ranked  among  issues  of  1816-1857,  being  in 
the  top  five  in  our  opinion,  although  the  elu¬ 
sive  character  of  this  issue  is  generally  over¬ 
looked.  On  the  other  hand,  John  D.  Wright 
considers  this  to  be  common  in  Mint  State, 
with  a  population  exceeding  three  dozen.  In 
any  event,  a  lovely  AU  1824  N-2  seems  rare 
to  us . 2,390 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor - 
M  cCawley. 

Glossy  1825  N-3  Close  Date  Cent 

1825  N-3.  Close  Date  AU-55.  Glossy  light 

brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars.  A  highly 
attractive  specimen  of  this  issue .  1,590 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Chris  Victor-McCawley ,  et  al.,  including  the  Dennis 
Men delson  Collection,  Lot  325. 

1825  N-8.  MS-60  BN.  Quite  well  struck.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces.  A  choice  N-8.  .  1,070 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

1826/5  Overdate.  N-8.  EF-40  (ICG).  EAC 
grade  slightly  less.  Pleasing  medium  to  dark 
brown  with  only  a  few  very  minor  imper¬ 
fections.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  visible. 
The  features  of  the  overdate  are  clearly  vis¬ 
ible . 735 

1826  N-9.  EF-45.  Medium  brown.  An  ideal 

grade  in  a  way — high  enough  to  reveal  detail 
and  be  very  attractive,  but  low  enough  to  be 
inexpensive  in  the  context  of  quality  cents  of 
the  decade.  Fairly  sharply  struck;  dentils  de¬ 
lineated  but  not  deep;  perfect  die .  540 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1827  N-7.  MS-62  BN  with  tinges  of  red. 

Nicely  struck.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the 
era . 1 ,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  Victor-McCawley 

Notable  1827  N-9  Cent 

1827  N-9.  AU-53.  Gorgeous  light  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Exceptional  appearance.  A  notably 
high-grade  example  of  N-9 .  1,985 

Roland  Park  Collection .  From  T om  Reynolds . 

1827  N-l  1.  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  brown  fields. 


A  lovely  cent  from  this  somewhat  scarce 


year . 490 

Roland  Park  Collection 

1828  N-2.  VF-30 .  139 


Stunning  1828  N-3  Cent 

1828  N-3.  MS-63  BN.  Gorgeous  lustrous  light 
brown  surfaces,  a  coin  deserving  of  a  numis¬ 
matic  beauty  prize!  Well  struck  and  very  ap¬ 
pealing  in  each  and  every  way!  William  C. 
Noyes  cited  only  four  specific  Mint  State 

specimens .  1,830 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Chris  Victor-McCawley 

The  Hines-Sheldon  1828  N-6  Cent 
Noyes  Plate  Coin 

1828  N-6.  MS-65  BN.  Sharply  struck.  Deeply 
lustrous  light  brown  surfaces  with  nuances  of 
iridescence.  A  superb  1828  cent  with  an  il¬ 
lustrious  pedigree  plus  having  the  status  of 

being  the  Noyes  plate  coin .  2,760 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
earlier  Henry  Hines;  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon;  1949 
ANA  Sale.  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and 
Abner  Kreisberg) ,  August  23,  1949,  Lot  1620;  Floyd 
Starr  via  Stack’s;  2000  EAC  Convention  Sale.  March 
31 , 2001 ,  Lot  387;  Chris  Victor-McCawley  •  Noyes 
plate  coin . 

1828  N-10.  Small  Date.  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
glossy  light  brown  surface.  Nicely  struck  on 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  lightness 
of  some  stars.  A  very  appealing  specimen. 
Not  a  rarity,  but  difficult  to  locate  for  anyone 

seeking  to  quickly  find  one .  1,235 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Bowers  and  Ruddy- 
Galleries,  W.  Foster  Schreeder  Collection ,  BAR,  Apnl 
23-25,  1979,  Lot  1053;  J.R.  Grellman  Collection ; 
other  owners  to  Chris  Victor-McCawley  and  Tony 
Terranova. 

1828  N-l  lb.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown.  Fairly 

well  struck.  An  illustrious  pedigree  adds  to 
the  desirability  of  this  lovely  cent .  1,430 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  New  Nether¬ 
lands  Com  Co.  section  of  ANA  Sale,  1952,  Homer 
K.  Downing  estate  collection,  Lot  2171 ,  in  pencil:  “N- 
11  State  b.  MS-60”;  Willard  C.  Blaisdell  to  R  E 
Naftzger,  Jr. ,  July  1976,  then  graded  MS-65  Listed 
in  the  Noyes  census  as  MS-60+,  the  highest  grade  given 
any  that  he  specifically  mentions,  except  one. 

Memorable  Quality  1829  N-l  Cent 

1829  N-l.  MS-60  BN.  Well  struck  and  highly 

lustrous.  Medium  brown  surfaces .  2,340 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
ex  Del  Bland,  November  1988,  notation  of  $3,000 
(sale  price!). 

1829  N-2.  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  A 
rather  dangerous  cent  from  the  1 820s,  as  one 
could  be  spoiled  into  wanting  all  varieties  to 
be  this  nice — of  course,  an  impossible 

dream . 1,240 

Roland  Park  Collection  From  T om  Reynolds 

1829  N-6  Cent 

1829  N-6.  MS-60  BN.  Well  struck,  lustrous, 
light  brown  surfaces — and  by  looking  care- 
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tully  near  the  wreath  on  the  reverse  we  even 
see  a  tew  blushes  ot  original  mint  red.  A  de¬ 
lightful  cent!  . 2,340 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  Vic  tor -McCauley . 

Lovely  1829  N-8  Cent 
How  to  describe  it? 

1829  N-8.  MS-63  BN.  A  real  cutte-pie  (it,  in¬ 

deed,  a  penny  can  be  a  cutie-pte)  of  a  coin! 
Sharply  struck  with  chestnut  colored  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicious  (if,  indeed,  a  cent  can  be  like 
a  Hershey  bar).  Another  “spoiler”  cent,  inas¬ 
much  as  not  many  other  coppers  of  the  1 820s 
are  apt  to  be  found  so  nice . 2,450 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Chris  Victor -McCauley;  and  Lot  922  in  an  earlier 
Superior  sale. 

1830  N-l.  MS-62  BN.  Glossy  light  brown 

surfaces.  Well  struck.  A  dandy  1830  N-l 
cent . 945 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1830  N-l.  AU-58.  Satiny  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Nicely  struck.  First  date  of  the  new 
decade  or  last  date  of  the  old  decade,  take 

your  pick . 585 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

Mint  State  1830  N-2  Cent 

1830  N-2.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  light  brown.  Typi¬ 

cal  strike  for  N-2,  light  stars  and  highest  leaf 
details.  In  the  context  of  N-2  this  is  a  winning 
coin,  very  pleasing  to  the  eye .  2,675 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  V ictor -McCauley . 

1831  N-l.  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lustrous  brown 
fields  and  devices.  Sharply  struck  at  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters,  typical  stars.  Planchet 
clip  at  left  does  not  reach  field.  Only  three 
pieces  are  listed  above  MS-60  by  William  C. 
Noyes  (to  be  objective,  we  do  not  know  if 
this  coin  is  included  or  if  he  has  seen  it  or  if 
he  has,  how  he  graded  it).  Nevertheless,  un¬ 
questionably  elusive  in  Mint  State  ....  1,440 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Chris  V ictor -McCawley. 

1831  N-3.  Small  Letters  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
light  brown.  Sharp  portrait,  wreath,  and  let¬ 
ters,  light  stars,  this  being  standard  for  N-3. 

A  very  attractive  specimen!  . 695 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
backward  in  time  to  Tom  Reynolds;  Douglas  Bird, 
September  14,  1994,  No.  675;  T.R.M.,  September 
21,  1991. 

1831  N-6.  MS-62  BN.  Highly  lustrous,  light 
brown  satiny  surfaces.  A  nice  example.  965 
Roland  Park  Collection. 

1831  N-6.  MS-60  BN.  Planchet  depression  at 
CE  (CENT),  possibly  from  grease  in  the  die. 
Unusual  as  a  mint  error.  Lustrous  rich  brown 

surfaces . 540 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1831  N-7  Cent  ex  Roland  Park 

1831  N-7.  MS-60.  A  lovely  specimen  that 
traces  its  provenance  to  the  Flannagan  Col¬ 


lection  Sale,  there  described  as:  “Lot  2671. 
1831  N-7.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  brown  with 
mottlings  ot  olive  and  rich  mint  color.  Splen¬ 
did  eye  appeal  with  no  serious  detractions, 
just  a  few  faint  contact  marks,  one  of  which 
is  located  across  from  Liberty’s  nose  near  star 
3  but  none  are  serious.  This  piece  has  been 
off  the  market  since  1972  when  it  was  offered 
as  part  of  the  Slife  Collection,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as  ‘tied  for  second  finest  known.’ 
Today  there  are  a  number  ot  Mint  State 
specimens  of  this  variety  in  existence,  but 
this  piece  deserves  consideration  as  a  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  representative  of  this  variety.  A 
most  appealing  piece  and  certainly  worthy  of 
inclusion  in  any  advanced  large  cent  collec¬ 
tion.”  .  1,670 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony 
Terranova;  earlier  in  the  Flannagan  Collection  Sale 
as  quoted  above.  Still  earlier  from  Lester  Merkin's 
sale  of  the  Wayne  Slife  Collection,  October  1972, 
Lot  591. 

1831  N-8.  MS-64  BN.  Well  struck  with  satiny 

light  brown  smooth  surfaces.  A  delightful 
specimen  of  N-8 .  1,325 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1832  N-2.  Small  Letters.  Blundered  Reverse 
Die.  MS-62  BN.  A  lovely  old-time  cent,  of 
course,  but  also  with  some  old-time  (sort  of) 


pedigree  connections.  Sharply  struck  save  tor 
some  typical  star  centers.  Deep  rich  brown 
lustre.  A  very  handsome  cent,  a  treat  to  the 
eye! .  1,285 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova . 
earlier  from  Dr.  Charles  A.  Cass,  "Empire  Collec¬ 
tion,”  Stack's,  November  1957,  Lot  253;  Lester  Mer- 
kin,  sold  privately,  May  1979;  Del  Bland ,  David 
Therrell;  Dr.  Jack  Adams  Collection ,  May  3 1  - June  2 , 
1982,  Lot  572;  Henry  Hettger,  March  1993.  With 
slip  from  old  listing,  not  attributed:  "The  ever-present 
arc  crack  through  the  upper  stars  on  the  obverse;  blun¬ 
dered  reverse  legend:  TED  originally  punched  too  far 
left,  then  corrected;  the  next  word,  from  remaining 
traces,  was  punched  in  as  SATTES  rather  than 
STATES,  then  mostly  ground  off  and  repunched  cor¬ 
rectly.  We  have  seen  no  mention  of  this  blunder.” 
PCGS  MS-62  BN  (1687  62/2332988);  ticket  not 
retained. 

1832  N-3- 1/2.  Large  Legend,  Large  Denomi¬ 

nation.  MS-63  BN,  lustrous.  Light  brown 
color.  The  “1/2”  designates  double  profile,  a 
striking  variety,  not  a  die  variety .  1,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
earlier  from  the  Lester  Merkin  sale  of  September  20, 
1967,  Lot  109. 

Gem  1833  N-l  Cent 

1833  N-l.  MS-66  BN.  Rich,  deep,  lustrous 
brown,  a  lively  Mint  State  coin  (pick  your 
own  number)  with  a  really  fine  pedigree.  No 


PENNIES  FROM  HEAVEN 

The  following  note  by  Lynne  Margolis  appeared  in  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  The  Penn  Stater: 

When  the  tax  collector  in  his  hometown  of  Forty  Fort,  Pa., 
showed  13 -year-old  Q.  David  Bowers  a  Lincoln  penny  worth 
$10,  the  young  rock  collector  switched  hobbies  immediately. 

Bowers  ’60  Bus  has  since  come  across  coins  worth  far,  far 
more.  In  1999,  he  sold  a  U.S.  silver  dollar  for  $4.1  million — 
then  a  world  record  for  an  individual  coin.  Dubbed  “the  Holy 
Grail  of  coins,”  that  1804  dollar,  according  to  Bowers,  is  valu¬ 
able  not  only  because  of  its  rarity  and  flawless  condition,  but 
because,  in  the  realm  of  numismatics,  “it’s  the  single  most  fa¬ 
mous  coin.” 

Bowers  handled  the  sale  through  his 
Bowers  &.  Merena  Galleries  and  auction 
house  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.,  a  business  he 
started  cultivating  back  in  his  high-school 
mail-order  dealing  days.  Of  the  top  10  most 
valuable  American  collections,  his  firm  has 
handled  the  sale  of  five,  including  two  worth 
$45  million  and  $35  million,  respectively. 

Bowers  writes  about  his  favorite  subject  regu¬ 
larly  as  a  columnist  for  Coin  World  and  The 
Numismatist,  has  appeared  many  times  on  the 
Today  Show  and  the  Discovery  Channel,  and 
has  produced  four  dozen  books  about  coins. 

“Coins  are  what  1  like  to  think  of  as  little 
messengers  from  the  past,”  he  says.  And  even 
though  he’s  held  the  Holy  Grail,  he  still 
checks  his  change.  You  never  know  when  a  $10  penny  will  turn  up. 
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doubt  this  will  be  a  prized  possession  for  its 

next  owner  as  well .  1,470 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Tony  Terranova;  earlier 
James  A  Ross,  Scranton,  Penna  ,  to  his  son,  Adrian 
Ross;  Stack's,  June  1 990,  Lot  1244;  Intermediary 
oumer;  Boh  Everett;  Early  American  Coppers  Auction 
No.  4,  January  1992,  Lot  208;  Robinson  S.  Broun, 
Jr.,  Superior,  January  27,  1996,  Lot  584;  Tom 
Reynolds . 

1833  N-2.  MS-60  BN.  Fairly  well  struck.  Rich, 
smooth,  lustrous  glossy  brown  surfaces,  a 

beautiful  coin  to  behold . 625 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1833  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small 
Letters.  MS-62BN.  Lustrous.  Softly  struck, 

as  typical  for  N-3.  Very  attractive . 680 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1833  N-5.  Homed  8.  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of 
red.  Well  struck  except  for  several  star  cen¬ 
ters.  High  dentiled  borders.  A  very  beautiful 
cent! .  1,290 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Chris  Victor -McCawley;  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7-8,  2000,  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin,  Lot  1970. 

1833  N-6a.  AU-55  BN.  Very  lustrous  and  with 

much  eye  appeal . 940 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  Abner  Kreisberg 
sale  of  May  23-24,  1958,  Lee  and  Freeman  Collec¬ 
tions,  Lot  1 247,  pen  notations  of  "AU-50"  and  “AU- 
55."  Stack’s,  August  1976. 

1833  N-6.  AU-55.  Extremely  pleasing  dark 

brown  with  frosty  lustre.  Slight  doubling  of 
Liberty’s  profile  is  noted .  595 

1834  N-l.  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Letters 

AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  brown.  Very  pleas¬ 
ing . 475 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1834  N-2.  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 
ters  MS-60  BN.  Dies  aligned  200°.  Rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown.  A  handsome  cent!  Someone  at 
the  Mint  was  involved  in  various  font  sizes 
this  year;  related  varieties  occur  among  1834 

Capped  Bust  halves . 765 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1834  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small 

Letters  EF-45.  Medium  brown.  Nice  quality, 
as  are  all  of  the  Roland  Park  Collection 
cents,  as  they  were  deliberately  selected  as 
such .  1,100 

Roland  Park  Collection .  From  T om  Reynolds . 

1 835  N-7.  Head  of  1 836  MS-62.  From  the  B&.M 

Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  67:  “1835  N-7. 
Head  of  1836.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
medium  brown  with  a  few  very  light  surface 
marks  or!  the  obverse.  This  is  a  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  from  a  later  die  state  with  minor  die 
rust  visible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.” 
Typical  strike  for  N-7 . 365 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Geneva  Sale  as  cited.  With  NGC  insert. 

Gem  1835  Young  Head  N-14  Cent 

1835  N-14.  Young  Head.  MS-65  BN.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  with  rich,  lustrous,  glossy  surfaces, 
light  brown  with  some  hints  of  iridescence. 
Very  frosty.  A  delightful  example  of  the  date 
and  variety .  1,945 


1836  N-5.  AU-53.  Attractive  light  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Bought  as  a  common  N-l 
after  having  passed  through  the  hands  of  at 
least  two  leading  cent  experts  as  such,  but 
recently  reattributed  by  Gordon  Wrubel  as 
the  much  scarcer  N-5  (no  victory  here,  as 
over  the  years  anyone  we  know,  including  the 
writer,  QDB,  has  misattributed  a  coin  or  two 

or  three) . 420 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1836  N-6.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  N.cely  struck, 

handsome  overall,  and  with  glossy  brown 
surfaces . 840 

1837  N-l.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters. 

MS-60  BN.  Medium  lustrous  brown.  Striking 
in  areas  ranges  from  sharp  to  light,  consistent 
with  N-3.  A  very  pleasing  example . 840 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1837  N-6.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  AU-58. 
Lustrous  light  brown.  Remarkably  sharply 
struck  (and,  as  such,  a  good  candidate  for 
someone  seeking  the  basic  date  or  Guide 
Book  variety,  and  not  an  aficionado  of 
Newcomb  esoterica) . 485 

1837  N-7  and  8.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Let¬ 
ters.  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  Nicely 
struck  except  for  some  usual  stars.  Rich  light 
brown  lustrous  surfaces  with  blended  nuances 
of  original  mint  red.  A  thoroughly  satisfying 

cent . 980 

Roland  Park  Collection.  Once  slabbed  as  NGC 
MS-64  BN  (574199-004) ;  ticket  not  retained. 

1837  N-10.  Beaded  Hair  Cords,  Head  of  1838. 
MS-64  BN.  Actually,  better  described  as 
olivish,  greenish,  and  goldish,  and  with 
deeply  lustrous  fields.  Perhaps  recolored  at  one 
time  (are  we  allowed  to  use  this  word?)-  Mi¬ 
nutely  matte-style  surface  characteristics, 
perhaps  light  rust  on  the  die — in  any  event, 
creating  a  pleasant  texture  from  a  numis¬ 
matic  viewpoint.  Well  struck . 675 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1837  Medium  Letters.  N-13.  MS-64  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces  with 
some  tinges  of  red  mint  lustre.  Struck  from 
well -used  dies  with  “orange  peel”  character¬ 
istics.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  on  the  stars  at 
the  left  obverse.  Well  struck  on  the  reverse. 
The  dentils  on  both  sides  are  indistinct  in 
places.  A  spot  of  corrosion  is  noted  in  the 
lower  hair  curls.  A  pleasing  piece  that  will  he 
enjoyed  by  its  next  owner .  1,195 

1837  N-13.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters. 

MS-64  BN.  Gorgeous  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  lustrous,  and  everything  else  nice. 
Strike  mostly  sharp,  save  for  a  few  usual  stars. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 870 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
T om  Reynolds . 

1838  N-l.  MS-63  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  In 
large  cent  circles  for  a  few  years  as  “N-3,"  but 
later  identified  as  N-l.  A  handsome  coin, 
more  or  less  well  struck,  some  stars  being  the 
usual  exceptions.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
popular  (Wright:  “dirt  common,”  although 


we  are  not  sure  we  will  incorporate  this  term 
into  our  other  sales  presentations!)  1838  va¬ 
riety . 625 

Roland  Park  Collection 

1839  N-3  Head  of  18  38  Cent 
1839  N-3.  Head  of  183 8.  MS-64  BN.  Rich 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Quite  well  struck 
except  for  a  few  usual  stars.  A  really  dynamic 
Mint  State  cent  from  a  visual  viewpoint-  a 

real  beauty!  .  2,625 

Roland  Park  Collection  From  Tons  Terrano<ia 

Choice  1839  Silly  Head  N-4  Cent 
1839  N-4.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  RB.  Rich  brown 
(mostly)  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 
Very  bold  portrait,  star  definition,  and 
wreath  details.  Some  crumbling  of  dentils.  A 
handsome  specimen  of  this  curious  year 
among  copper  cent  issues,  when  Christian 
Gobrecht  was  experimenting  with  different 
styles  of  portraits .  3,400 

1839  N-5  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT. 
MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 
Well  struck  in  all  areas.  Tiny  planchet  rift  in 
dentils  just  below  star  2.  Perfect  die.  A  large 
copper  cent  of  cotnpellmg  beauty,  a  coin  the 
quality  of  which  would  not  be  easy  to  dupli¬ 
cate.  A  prize  Booby  coin  (sorry,  we  could  not 

help  ourselves!) . 2,230 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT. 
(duplicate)  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  1,340 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova 

1839  N-l  1  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-l  1.  Booby  Head.  MS-63  BN.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  with  hints  of  olive  and  irides¬ 
cence.  Nicely  struck.  A  very  high  quality 
N-l  1 .  1,960 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova ; 
earlier  in  NGC  holder  as  MS-64  ( 1270891  -002) ,  lag 
with  coin . 

1839  N-l 2.  Booby  Head.  EF-40,  porosity.  Dark 
surfaces.  Wright:  “Quite  scarce,”  hut  popular¬ 
ity  enhanced  by  a  feud  alluded  to  by  Wright 
(have  the  numismatic  Hatfields  and  McCoys 

settled  by  now?) .  1,100 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Joe  Dooley  Sale  by  McCawley  and  Grellman ,  January 
11,  1997,  Lot  438. 

1839  N-13.  Booby  Head.  MS-62.  Glossy,  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  on  both  sides.  Light  brown  with 
nuances  of  olive.  Well  struck.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,250 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Stack's  65th  Anniversary  Sale.  October  2000,  Lot  86 
1841  N-4.  MS-60  BN.  Sharp  and  attractive. 
Scratch  at  star  1 1  is  blended  with  the  surface; 
otherwise  for  us  this  would  be  an  MS-63. 755 
Ro land  Park  Collection  From  Tony  Terranova 
earlier  from  Bowers  and  Merena  in  1983  .  Met  mi  les 
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UN  iTED  States  Large  Cents  for  Sale 


-  Grellman  sale,  January  5.  1991 ,  Lot  181 ;  Walter 
Dudgeon  Sale,  McCawley  -  Grelbrum.  July  30,  1999, 
Lot  199. 

1842  N-4.  Large  Date.  MS-60  BN.  Splendid, 
superb,  smooth,  satiny,  sharply  struck,  su¬ 
premely  satisfying  surfaces . 640 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  T erranova; 
Tom  Reynolds. 

1842  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  A  lovely, 

indeed  memorable  cent,  ex  Terranova  and 
the  Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  91:  “1842  N- 
8.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Dark  ol¬ 
ive  and  steel  brown  with  traces  of  orange 
lustre  in  the  protected  areas  around  devices. 
Close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  this  vari¬ 
ety.  Late  die  state  with  all  die  lines  removed 
through  lapping.  A  wavy  line  in  front  of  the 
eyeball  and  a  tiny  lump  on  the  cheek  are  the 
only  visible  attribution  points.” . 980 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova, 
Geneva  Sale,  Lot  91 ,  with  NGC  tag. 

1843  N-3.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42.  MS-62 

BN.  Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces.  Stars  light 
for  the  most  part,  typical  for  N-27.  Very 
pleasing  overall.  One  can  make  a  mini-career 
or  numismatic  specialty  just  collecting  the 
varieties  of  1843!  The  Newcomb  book  lists 
them  in  somewhat  miscellaneous  order,  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  challenge . 845 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-6.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’ 44 ■  MS- 

63  BN.  Sharp  strike.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  the  final  design  and  positional  style  in  the 
copper  cent  series,  a  motif  continued 
through  to  1857  (plus  the  1868  numismatic 
delicacy) . 960 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
Tom  Reynolds. 

1843  N-12.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42.  MS- 

64  RB.  A  lovely  coin  with  an  exceptionally 

well  blended  mixture  of  original  mint  red 
and  natural  brown.  Some  marks  on  the 
cheek  keep  this  from  any  higher  grade  that 
could  be  assigned,  and  two  planchet  flakes 
(grading  impact  generally  ignored)  are  in 
the  left  obverse  field.  Otherwise,  this  would 
be  a  gem  of  gems.  Sharply  struck  and  of 
commanding  beauty .  1,625 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova; 
earlier  from  March  28-28 ,  1969,  Lester  Merkin,  Pub - 
lie  Auction  Sale,  Lot  683  to  Bidder  1 62;  Superior’s  sale 
of  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr. ,  Collection,  September 
20  and  October  l ,  1983,  Lot  969;  Walter  Dudgeon 
Sale ,  McCawley  -  Grellman  .July  30,  1 994 ,  Lot  219. 
J  Grellman:  “3  known  of  State  b,  63-45-40." 

1843  N-l  3.  Obverse  of  ’42,  Reverse  of  ’44. 
MS-63  BN.  Medium  to  dark  brown  with 
olive  hues.  Very  lustrous.  In  the  1950s,  when 
collecting  by  Newcomb  varieties  was  not  as 
popular  as  it  ts  today  (and  not  even  close!), 
the  style  offered  here  was  in  great  demand  as 
the  most  elusive  of  the  three  “Guide  Book 
varieties.”  Many  if  not  most  dealers  at  coin 
shows  simply  listed  and  offered  a  cent  as 
“1843,”  and  it  was  fun  to  cherrypick  for  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  particular  style.  Later,  the  Early 


American  Coppers  Club  was  formed,  and  the 
large  cent  landscape  changed  forever.  ..985 
Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-l 5.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42.  MS- 
60  BN.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Nicely 

struck . 785 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 
Accompanied  by  PCGS  ticket  1844  62/4076794 , 
MS-6  2. 

1843  N-l 6.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’44  MS- 

63  BN.  Beautiful  medium  brown  and  olive 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  at  the  center  of  the 
obverse,  stars  light  at  centers  (as  expected). 
Reverse  sharp.  Broad,  beveled  and  somewhat 
granular  features  beyond  dentils  to  rim,  giv¬ 
ing  a  “wide  frame”  appearance  to  the  obverse 
in  particular.  A  splendid  example .  1,680 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1844  N-5.  AU-55.  Lustrous  brown.  Mostly 
sharply  struck  save  for  a  few  star  centers.  390 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Chris  Victor  - 
McCawley . 

1845  N-8  Cent 

1845  N-8.  MS-64  RB,  prooflike.  Well  struck 
and  with  lovely  surfaces.  About  as  close  as  a 
coin  can  come  to  Proof  without  actually  be- 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

of  Coin  World 

This  appeared  in  Coin  World, 
December  16,  2002,  as  a  letter  to  the 
editor.  We  were  surprised  and  de¬ 
lighted  to  read  it: 

In  the  past  year,  1  joined  the 
American  Numismatic  Association. 

I  recently  began  an  article  that  I 
plan  to  submit  to  the  association’s 
Young  Numismatist’s  literary  con¬ 
test.  I  recently  turned  12. 

In  attempting  to  make  the  ar¬ 
ticle  as  ample  as  possible,  I  con¬ 
tacted  Q.  David  Bowers,  an  expert 
in  numismatics.  With  a  short, 
quickly  written  e-mail,  I  included  a 
list  of  four  or  five  questions  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  topic. 

Within  a  day,  I  received  an  e- 
mailed  response,  promising  to  get 
back  to  me  in  two  weeks.  I  received 
a  long,  incredibly  detailed  and  fulfill¬ 
ing  response  in  less  than  five  days. 

This  has  probably  been  the  best 
treatment  I  have  ever  received  from 
a  complete  stranger  in  my  entire  life. 

1  would  just  like  to  thank  Mr. 
Bowers  for  his  time  and  incredible 
efficiency  and  completeness  in  re¬ 
sponding  to  my  questions.  It  has 
made  my  collecting  experience  all 
the  more  enjoyable. 

A.  Gerchick 


ing  one!  A  prize  coin .  1,980 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  the  R  E.  Naf tiger 
Collection.  The  pedigree  also  includes  Ben  Levin, 
Denis  W.  Loring;  Herman  Halpem  Collection, 
Stack's,  March  1988,  Lot  571 

1846  N-l.  Small  Date  MS-64  BN.  Rich  leather 
brown  color  on  obverse,  lustrous  brown 
mingled  with  traces  of  original  mint  red  on  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck.  A  beautiful  coin!  ..  485 

Roland  Park  Collection.  From  Tony  Terranova. 

1847  N-2.  Regular  7  over  small  7.  AU-55. 
Well  struck  and  with  glossy  medium  brown 
surfaces.  An  especially  choice  example.  990 

Roland  Park  Collection . 

1855  N-l.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  BN.  Rich 

leather-brown,  lustrous  surfaces  with  a  gen¬ 
erous  measure  of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  A 
few  hints  of  original  mint  orange  can  be  dis¬ 
cerned  here  and  there.  Sharp  portrait  and 
central  obverse  details,  typical  lightness  on 
stars,  sharp  reverse.  Excellent  planchet  qual¬ 
ity . 585 

Roland  Park  Collection. 

1856  Slanted.  5.  N-l.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  At¬ 

tractive  with  light  brown  and  generous  por¬ 
tions  of  red  lustre.  The  obverse  has  a  few 
splashes  of  steel  toning . 475 

Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Known  to  Us 

First  We  Have  Offered  in  Years 


1868  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very 
finest  of  only  a  few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large 
copper  cent  of  the  circa  1843-1857  Braided 
Hair  style,  but  dated  1 868.  Struck  after  cents 
of  this  format  were  officially  discontinued,  to 
create  a  rarity  for  numismatists,  in  the  style 
of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  1884  and 
1885  trade  dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are 
unable  to  account  for  even  a  dozen  different 
specimens,  at  least  one  of  which  is  im¬ 
pounded  in  a  museum  (American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society).  The  present  piece  has  been 
consigned  to  us.  In  the  just-published  book, 
More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  has  included  a  chapter  on  this  great  rar¬ 
ity-calling  it  “antipodal  to  the  1804  dollar,” 
in  that  just  about  everyone  knows  about  the 
famous,  classic  1804,  but  relatively  few  are 
aware  of  the  1868  large  cent.  Just  as  a  set  ot 
Liberty  Head  nickels  cannot  be  truly  com¬ 
plete  without  an  191  3,  a  set  ot  large  copper 
cents  cannot  be  truly  complete  without  an 
1868.  This  is  the  first  specimen  we  have  of¬ 
fered  in  a  long  time! .  28,750 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Numismatic  visit  to  the 

St.  Louis  World’s 
Fair  in  1904 


A  Surprise  from  Lyn  F.  Knight 

Life  is  full  of  surprises,  and  a  recent 
one  for  me  was  receiving  Lyn  F.  Knight’s 
November  2002  currency  auction  cata¬ 
logue  and  seeing  on  the  front  page  a 
coin  display  from  the  1904  St.  Louis 
World’s  Fair.  The  image,  courtesy  of 
Lyn,  is  reproduced  herewith.  I  had 
never  seen  this  picture  before,  and  I 
have  done  my  share  of  poking  around 
here  and  there  in  search  for  such 
memorabilia. 

Numismatically,  the  1904  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition,  as  it  was  formally 
called,  is  very  important — for  it  was 
the  venue  for  the  first  two  United 
States  commemorative  gold  dollars, 
this  in  an  era  in  which  the  gold  dollar 
was  an  obsolete  denomination  (having 
been  discontinued  in  1889). 

One  bore  the  visage  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  the  other  the  portrait  of 
William  McKinley.  For  the  first  time, 
distribution  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  single  individual,  Farran  Zerhe. 
Shown  here  on  the  title  page  of  the 
Octoher-Novemher  1907  issue  of  The 
Numismatist. 

Zerhe  had  the  coin  and  numismatic 
souvenir  concession  at  the  event,  and 
make  good  use  of  the  opportunity  he 
did.  * 

The  explanation  for  the  rarity  of  this 
picture  is  simple:  Nearly  all  promotional 
material,  including  booklets,  hooks, 
guides,  leaflets,  advertisements,  and 
other  things,  was  prepared  before  the 
exposition  opened.  At  that  time,  exhib¬ 
its  of  art,  architectural,  and  many  indus¬ 
trial  entities  were  in  place,  hut  the  sta¬ 
tions  of  vendors  and  other  merchants 
had  not  yet  been  put  up.  Similarly,  if 


you  were  to  try  to  find  a  photograph  of 
an  ice  cream  stand  in  operation  at  the 
fair — and  there  were  several  of  them — 
you  would  probably  be  out  of  luck. 

Today  in  2003,  souvenirs  of  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  are 
widely  collected,  these  including 
coins — the  topic  of  commanding  inter¬ 
est  here — as  well  as  postcards,  glass, 
medals,  and  other  things. 

The  Numismatist. 

VOL.  XX.  MONROE.  MICH  .  OtTOBfcK-NOVfc'VUJER  1907  NO.  10-11 


Farran  Zerbe,  President  elect.  A  N  A. 


Early  Fame  of  Farran  Zerbe 

Of  all  the  characters  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  stage,  Zerhe  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and,  in  many  ways, 
among  the  most  contradictory.  He  re¬ 
minds  me  of  the  story  of  blind  men  de¬ 
scribing  an  elephant.  One  touched  its 
trunk  and  reported,  “An  elephant  is  like 
a  hose.”  Another  touched  its  flank  and 
stated,  “An  elephant  is  like  a  wall.” 
And  so  on. 

Zerhe  can  he  examined  from  several 
perspectives: 


The  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  founded  in  1891,  decided  in  the 
1940s  to  create  an  honor  of  honors,  the 
highest  distinction  to  he  bestowed  by 
the  group.  The  hoard  of  governors,  ap¬ 
parently  scratching  their  heads  and 
finding  that  the  name  of  ANA  founder 
and  benefactor  Dr.  George  F.  Heath  had 
already  been  taken  for  the  Heath  Liter¬ 
ary  Award,  decided  that  the  Farran 
Zerhe  Award  would  he  just  dandy  for  a 
designation. 

Accordingly,  over  a  long  period  of 
years,  annually  the  ANA  has  given 
this  laurel  to  many  people  (including 
in  1991  to  the  writer  of  this  article,  for 
which  we  are  very  appreciative). 
However,  students  of  numismatic  his¬ 
tory  puzzle  why  Zerhe ’s  name  was  used. 
Read  on...  Here  are  some  biographical 
notes: 

Today  we  all  love  the  1883  Liberty 
Head  nickel  without  CENTS — a 
“story”  coin  that  is  at  once  fascinating 
and  inexpensive.  Anyone  can  own 
one. 

Way  hack  in  1883  in  the  town  of 
Tyrone,  Pennsylvania,  over  a  few  hills 
from  the  Pennsylvania  State  College 
in  the  center  of  the  Keystone  State,  a 
12-year-old  newsboy,  Farran  Zerhe, 
liked  to  look  through  his  pocket 
change.  Years  later,  in  1908,  upon  being 
elected  president  of  the  ANA,  he  would 
reminisce: 

“You  all  know  of  the  numismatists’ 
nightmare,  the  nickels  without 
CENTS.  I  have  a  sentimental  regard  for 
this  all  too  numerous  and  troublesome 
piece.  It  commanded  my  interest  in  our 
subject.  That  was  in  1883,  25  years  ago. 
So  on  this,  the  silver  jubilee  of  my  inter- 
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St.  Louis  World’s  Fai r  in  1904 


hJT  David  Bowers 


est  in  numismatics,  I  know  of  no  more 
prized  gift  to  me,  than  to  have  been 
unanimously  reelected  president  of  the 
largest,  most  effective  and  progressive 
numismatic  association  the  world  has 
ever  known.” 

By  1908,  Zerhe  had  been  to  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  and 
back,  and  had  done  quite  a  few  other 
things.  In  1899  he  published  a  booklet, 
Just  What  You  Should  Know.  Nut  Shell 
Facts  on  Coins,  Stamps,  and  Paper 
Money.  Apparently,  distribution  was 
limited,  for  copies  are  scarce  today. 
About  this  time  Zerhe  began  in  numis¬ 
matic  business  trading  as  “Coin  Zerbe” 
from  his  home  town  of  Tyrone. 

Just  about  anything  that  was  interest - 
ing  caught  his  eye,  leading  him  to  form 
his  Money  of  the  World  exhibit,  later 
shown  in  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere.  In 
the  meantime,  he  bought,  sold,  and 
traded  coins.  In  May  1901  he  stated 
that  he  had  acquired  a  hoard  of  4,000 
Civil  War  tokens  and  store  cards.  “A 
hurried  glance  at  them  shows  many  va¬ 
rieties,  some  perhaps  uncommon.” 

During  the  decade  he  traveled  exten¬ 
sively,  visited  various  mints,  wrote  stories 
and  travelogues  for  The  Numismatist,  en¬ 
gaged  in  research  (mostly  of  a  superficial 
nature),  and,  perhaps  most  important  for 
the  growth  of  the  hobby,  mounted  his 
Money  of  the  World  exhibit  at  fairs  and 
expositions  including  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  Exposition  in  St.  Louis  in  1904, 
under  discussion  here,  and,  later,  the 
Lewis  &.  Clark  Exposition  in  Portland 
shortly  thereafter,  and,  still  later,  at  the 
Panama- Pacific  International  Exposition 
in  San  Francisco  in  1915. 

A  clipping  dated  March  11,  1903, 
published  in  the  Pittsburgh  Times  under 
the  title,  “A  Novel  Scheme,”  reveals  his 
entrepreneurial  nature.  It  was  related  that 
Zerbe  was  on  his  way  to  St.  Louis  to  gain  a 
favorable  hearing  for  a  plan  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  directors  of  the  forthcoming 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  He  pro¬ 
posed  a  coin,  which,  if  made,  would  have 
eclipsed  anything  thought  of  before  or 
since:  “It  consists  principally  in  having  a 
$  1 ,000,000,000  gold  piece...  the  huge  gold 
piece  planned,  is  built  on  the  lines  of  the 


ordinary  $20  gold  piece,  would  he  40  feet 
in  diameter  and  about  30  inches  thick. 
The  eagle’s  wings  on  it  would  stand  29 
feet.  Who  was  to  manufacture  this  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  gold  into  one  coin  is 
not  stated,  but  it  presumably  would  be  the 
United  States  government  if  the  plan  is 
carried  out.”  The  rest  of  the  article  dis¬ 
cussed  Zerbe ’s  own  collection,  which  con¬ 
tained  many  different  odd  and  curious 
coins,  various  United  States  pieces,  and 
even  an  “1804”  silver  dollar  (the  latter 
being  a  fake,  but  not  noted  as  such).  It 
was  planned  that  these  specimens  would 
flank  the  monster  billion-dollar  gold  piece 
at  the  exposition  exhibit. 


The  Commemorative  Gold  Dollars 

Bearing  the  date  1903,  two  varieties 
of  gold  dollars  were  produced  for  Zerbe 
to  sell  in  St.  Louis  at  the  1904  fair. 

On  June  28,  1902,  legislation  was 
approved  that  provided  for  the  coinage 
“at  the  mints  of  the  United  States 
250,000  gold  dollars  of  legal  weight  and 
fineness,  to  be  known  as  the  Louisiana 
Exposition  gold  dollar,  struck  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  said  exposition.  The  ex¬ 
act  words,  devices,  and  designs  upon 
said  gold  dollar  shall  be  determined  and 
prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  and  all  provisions  of  law  relative  to 
the  coinage  and  legal-tender  quality  of 
all  of  their  gold  coins  shall  be  applicable 
to  the  coin  issued  under  and  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act.” 

On  March  3,  1901,  the  government 
had  provided  for  the  sum  of  $5  million 
as  a  general  appropriation  for  the  Expo¬ 


sition,  and  money  from  this  authoriza¬ 
tion  was  to  he  applied  for  the  souvenir 
coins.  Although  the  Act  did  not  specifi¬ 
cally  mention  more  than  one  design,  it 
did  not  prohibit  it  either.  Zerbe,  advisor 
to  the  project,  suggested  that  sales 
would  be  expanded  if  two  styles  of  gold 
dollars  were  created.  Commemorated 
on  the  gold  dollars  were  several  things 
including  the  anniversary  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  from 
the  French,  Thomas  Jefferson  (presi¬ 
dent  at  the  time  the  purchase  was 
made),  William  McKinley  (under 
whose  administration  the  Exposition 
was  authorized;  he  was  assassinated  in 
1901,  and  his  memory  was  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  Americans  in  1903),  and  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 

The  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
was  intended  to  open  in  1903;  but  de¬ 
lays  postponed  the  opening  of  the  event 
until  April  30,  1904,  a  year  after  the 
date  on  the  coins  made  for  it.  The  fair 
continued  until  closing  day  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1st  of  the  same  year,  by  which  time 
about  20  million  people  had  attended, 
many  of  whom  enjoyed  humming  or 
singing  the  popular  song,  Meet  Me  In  St. 
Louis.  Among  those  on  hand  was  young 
Bob  Hendershott,  who  years  later  would 
become  prominent  in  the  coin  collect¬ 
ing  hobby,  would  write  about  the  Expo¬ 
sition,  and  would  be  dearly  loved  as  one 
of  the  few  centenarians  ever  to  remain 
active  in  numismatics  at  such  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

The  Exposition  was  situated  on  a 
1,272-acre  tract  in  Forest  Park  in  St. 
Louis,  one  of  the  largest  expanses  of 
land  ever  allotted  to  an  event  of  this 
type  in  the  United  States.  Fifteen  major 
buildings,  including  four  art  palaces 
(one  of  which  exists  today),  formed  the 
focus  of  the  fairgrounds  with  numerous 
smaller  buildings,  exhibit  areas,  foun¬ 
tains,  gardens,  and  other  attractions 
providing  interest.  Among  the  exhibits 
were  many  automobiles  and  other  ve¬ 
hicles,  demonstrations  of  wireless  teleg¬ 
raphy,  displays  of  the  uses  of  electricity, 
and  dirigibles.  Works  of  hundreds  of  dif¬ 
ferent  artists,  mainly  painters,  were  on 
display.  Among  the  sculptors  repre- 
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sented  at  the  Exposition  were  John 
Flanagan,  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  Evelyn 
Beatrice  Longman,  James  Earle  Fraser, 
Hermon  A.  MacNeil,  and  Daniel 
Chester  French,  all  of  whom  would  sub¬ 
sequently  have  connections  with  coin 
designs,  commemorative  or  otherwise. 

Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  of 
the  Mint,  produced  dies  with  obverses 
depicting  William  McKinley  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Jefferson.  Some  of  the  finish  work 
was  done  by  George  T. 

Morgan  of  the  Mint  staff. 

For  one  variety  of  gold  dol¬ 
lar  Barber  copied  a  portrait 
of  Thomas  Jefferson  from 
the  portrait  on  an  Indian 
peace  medal  created  in 
three  sizes  in  the  latter  part 
of  1801  by  John  Reich,  a 
recent  immigrant  who  did 
certain  contract  work  for 
the  Mint  (and  who  would 
join  the  Mint  staff  in  1807, 
remainihg  until  1817). 

Reich  modeled  the  portrait 
from  a  bust  of  Jefferson 
by  Jean  Antoine  Houdon. 

For  the  other  variety 
McKinley’s  portrait  was 
borrowed  from  Barber’s 
own  presidential  medal,  an 
image  which  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  no  fan  of 
either  Barber  or  the  Mint 
engraving  staff,  character¬ 
ized  as  “deadly.” 

The  reverse,  common 


were  to  he  dated  1900)  apparently  did 
not  take  place  in  the  present  situation. 
Even  today  in  2003,  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  maintains  vague  and  often 
contradictory  policies — and  prestriking 
merrily  goes  on  (such  as  beginning  to 
make  Proof  coins  in  the  closing  months 
of  the  preceding  year). 

In  January  1903  an  additional 
175,178  commemorative  gold  dollars 
were  made,  completing  the  authoriza¬ 


Farran  Zer be,  shown  at  left  with  his  coin  and  currency  display  at  the 
1904  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair.  (Courtesy  of  Lyn  Knight  Currency  Auctions) 


freshly-minted  Uncirculated  coins. 
However,  the  commemorative  gold  dol¬ 
lars  did  not  catch  on,  and  interest 
lagged,  despite  the  siren  song  of  such 
lofty  prose  as  the  following  (by  Zerbe): 

“The  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar 
is  the  fourth  child  in  the  numismatic 
family  of  United  States  commemorative 
issues;  it  is  the  diminutive  member  of 
that  family  but  the  most  artistic  and 
powerful,  as  it  is  the  finest  example  of 
designing,  engraving,  and 
stamping  and  is  of  gold. 
The  older  members  of  the 
family  are  less  fine  and  all 
in  the  baser  metal,  silver.” 

While  Zerbe  went  full 
speed  ahead  with  his  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  commemo¬ 
rative  gold  dollars,  the  sell¬ 
ing  of  these  coins  at  such  a 
high  premium  and  the  ped¬ 
dling  of  virtually  worthless 
tokens  deceptively  marked 
“1/4”  and  “1/2”  (Zerbe 
hoped  buyers  would  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  coins 
worth  a  quarter-dollar  and 
a  half-dollar,  respectively) 
caused  some  veteran  ob¬ 
servers  of  the  numismatic 
scene  to  react  negatively. 
In  particular,  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  a  dealer  whose  busi¬ 
ness  was  just  beginning  to 
become  important  nation¬ 
ally,  took  offense  at  what 
he  perceived  as  unconscio¬ 


to  both  1903  commemorative  gold  dol¬ 
lars,  consisted  of  the  inscription  LOUI¬ 
SIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  / 
ST.  LOUIS,  enclosing  ONE  /  DOL¬ 
LAR,  a  small  olive  branch,  and  the 
dates  1803-1903. 

Striking  the  Coins 

In  December  1902,  75,080  com¬ 
memorative  gold  dollars  were  struck,  a 
violation  of  government  policy,  as  they 
were  not  produced  during  the  year 
stated  on  the  coins.  However,  the  care¬ 
ful  consideration  of  the  same  subject 
relative  to  the  coining  of  the  Lafayette 
silver  dollars  in  1899  (pieces  which 


tion.  In  total  250,258  pieces  were  struck, 
including  258  for  assay  purposes.  Later 
250  of  the  assay  coins  were  melted. 

Farran  Zerbe  single-handedly  pro¬ 
moted  the  1903-dated  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  Exposition  commemorative  gold 
dollars  to  the  numismatic  fraternity,  of¬ 
fering  them  at  $3  each,  a  nominal  price 
to  a  later  generation  of  readers  but  at 
the  time  a  figure  considered  to  be  exces¬ 
sive,  for  it  represented  three  times  face 
value.  Zerbe  reasoned  that  regular  issue 
gold  dollars,  which  had  not  been 
minted  since  1889  and  which  were  sell¬ 
ing  at  a  premium,  even  for  worn  pieces, 
would  set  the  pace  for  the  sale  of  the 


nable  exploitation  and  profiteering.  El¬ 
der,  outspoken  on  just  about  every  sub¬ 
ject  imaginable,  later  wrote  a  virulent 
condemnation  of  Zerbe,  stating  that  he 
was  simply  a  huckster  who  engaged  in 
misleading  advertising  and  promotions, 
contrary  to  all  standards  of  numismatic 
professionalism. 

Writing  in  The  Numismatist,  January 
1903,  George  C.  Arnold,  a  well-known 
professional  numismatist  (and  owner  of 
the  Arnold  Numismatic  Co.  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island),  commented: 
“The  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  of¬ 
fers  for  sale  50,000  [sic]  souvenir  gold 
dollars  for  which  the  circular  sent  out 
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by  them  reads  that  they  will  sell  for 
$3.00  each —  They  predict  a  big  sale 
tor  the  same,  hut  the  writer  candidly 
believes  that  they  will  soon  share  the 
fate  ot  the  Columbian  halt  dollars  and 
the  Lafayette  dollars.  Numismatists  in 
general  do  not  take  kindly  to  such  is¬ 
sues,  and  as  one  member  ot  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Curio  &  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  said  the  other  evening,  he  is  ‘not 
paying  $3.00  for  medals  and  dealers  are 
not  taking  many  orders  for  them....  As 
this  issue  ot  the  gold  dollars  or  medals  in 
question  will  be  25,000  [sic]  of  each  va¬ 
riety,  we  believe  they  will  shortly  fall  to 
the  price  of  our  regular  issues  in  gold 
which  can  be  purchased  at  from  $1.85 
to  $2.00  each,  or  even  lower  figures.” 

Despite  Zerbe’s  sales  efforts, 
which  can  be  described  as  enthu¬ 
siastic  or  even  heroic,  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollars  were  a  flop.  Back  to  the 
Mint  went  the  staggering  quan¬ 
tity  of  2 1 5,000  ot  the  250,000  in¬ 
tended  for  general  distribution, 
leaving  35,000  as  the  number  ac¬ 
tually  distributed.  The  melting 
took  place  circa  1914-  In  the 
meantime  vast  unsold  quantities 
were  available  for  a  decade  after 
the  original  issue. 

No  account  was  kept  ot  how 
many  McKinley  portrait  dollars 
were  melted  compared  to  those 
bearing  the  Jefferson  portrait.  Al¬ 
though  it  is  popular  to  state  that 
1 7,500  were  distributed  of  each, 
this  has  no  substantiation  in 
Mint  archives.  Today  it  is  our  be¬ 
lief  that  slightly  more  Jefferson  portrait 
pieces  exist. 

While  fairgoers  undoubtedly  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  purchase  of  several 
thousand  of  the  35,000  coins  eventually 
distributed,  by  far  the  great  majority  of 
pieces  went  into  numismatic  channels. 
Within  a  year  or  so  after  the  fair  closed, 
the  commemorative  gold  dollars  were  a 
drug  on  the  market,  and  specimens  in 
Mint  State  were  readily  available  for  $2 
or  even  less,  bringing  much  discredit 
upon  Farran  Zerbe,  for  it  was  taken  for 
granted  that  he  would  maintain  or  even 


increase  the  market  price  later,  protect¬ 
ing  those  who  had  purchased  coins  for 
$3  each.  Much  ill  will  was  engendered. 
So  widespread  was  the  disaffection  for 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollars  that  sales  of  the  next  issue  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  government,  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  gold  dollars,  were  severely 
impacted  in  a  negative  way. 

Zerbe  did  his  best  to  unload  the 
quantity  of  dollars  remaining  after  the 
Exposition  closed,  offering  them  at 
sharp  discounts  to  all  takers.  B.  Max 
Mehl  purchased  many  thousands  of 
pieces,  paying  scarcely  over  face  value 
for  them.  Additional  coins  were  taken 
by  Zerbe  on  his  travels  and  were  offered 
for  sale  at  the  concessions  he  main¬ 


tained  at  later  fairs  and  at  exhibits  of  his 
Money  of  the  World  collection.  Al¬ 
though  melting  of  unsold  quantities 
took  place  at  the  Mint  in  1914,  for 
many  years  thereafter  B.  Max  Mehl  still 
retained  thousands  of  yet  undistributed 
pieces,  and  these  were  a  staple  com¬ 
modity  in  his  nationwide  mail  order 
sales  through  the  1920s. 

In  an  article,  “Protecting  Purchasers 
of  Special  Coins,”  in  The  Numismatist, 
April  1923,  Zerbe  gave  the  following 
misleading  statement  (emphasis  ours): 

“More  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dol¬ 


lars  were  sold  at  $3  each  than  any  spe¬ 
cial  gold  dollar  at  any  price  and 
they... are  now  catalogued  as  ‘scarce’ 
and  have  been  marketable  at  their  cost 
price  or  more  since  the  general  sale  closed , 
tor  the  particular  reason  that  the  one  in 
charge  of  their  sale  felt  a  price-protec¬ 
tion  obligation  to  every  purchaser. 
None  were  sold  tor  less  than  the  price 
first  established....”  Of  course,  this  was 
news  to  anyone  who  tried  to  sell  a  Loui¬ 
siana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar  • 
when  the  market  level  had  dropped  to 
$2  or  less  after  the  Exposition.  Zerbe 
further  misled  readers  in  1923  by  not 
identifying  himself  as  the  original  “one 
in  charge  of  their  sale.” 

Zerbe  and  the  ANA  Caper 

In  1905,  the  year  after  the  St. 
Louis  World’s  Fair  closed,  Farran 
Zerbe  was  at  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
again  setting  up  a  display  and 
again  selling  commemorative 
gold  dollars.  He  lingered  in  Port¬ 
land  until  early  the  next  year.  In 
April  13  he  was  in  San  Francisco 
and  spent  some  time  examining 
coins  on  display  at  the  mint.  On 
the  14th  he  enjoyed  viewing  the 
private  collection  of  J.C.  Light¬ 
house  in  the  same  city.  Then, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 5th 
came  the  earthquake,  followed  by 
fire.  Fortunately,  Zerbe  and  his 
numismatic  acquaintances  es¬ 
caped  safely. 

In  September  1907  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  ANA  at 
the  Columbus  (Ohio)  convention.  On 
May  6,  1908,  he  married  Mrs.  Bessie 
Gamer  Knox  in  a  ceremony  in  Trenton, 
New  Jersey. 

On  June  16,  1908,  Dr.  George  F. 
Heath  died  in  his  home  town  of  Mon¬ 
roe,  Michigan.  The  Numismatist,  which 
had  been  founded  by  Heath  in  1888, 
was  the  official  news  outlet  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  As 
president  of  the  ANA,  Zerbe  traveled 
to  Monroe  with  Howland  Wood  and 
made  arrangements  to  take  over  the 
publication,  relieving  the  Heath  estate 


The  officers  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
shown  at  their  1904  convention,  held  at  the  World’s 
Fair  grounds  in  St.  Louis.  Shown  left  to  right  are:  Dr. 
Heath,  A.R.  Frey,  Dr.  Wright,  Qeo.  W.  Rice,  and 
Farran  Zerbe.  (The  Numismatist,  November  1904) 
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from  the  obligations  of  fulfilling  the 
subscriptions. 

It  seems  apparent  that  Zerhe  pur¬ 
chased  The  Numismatist  as  a  personal 
business  venture,  with  the  interests  of 
the  ANA  secondary.  Notably  absent  was 
any  offer  to  turn  The  Numismatist  over  to 
the  ANA!  This  acquisition  set  events  in 
motion  that  for  years  afterward  would 
scar  the  ANA  and  its  reputation.  Zerhe 
was  re-elected  president  in  1908.  In  the 
following  year,  1909,  the  convention  was 
held  in  Montreal,  where  Zerhe’s  pal,  J.M. 
Henderson,  was  “elected”  president,  with 
Zerhe  acting  unofficially  as  his  campaign 
manager.  Charges  flew,  including  that 
votes  had  been  “bought”  and  that  some 
“members”  had  been  paid  to  sign  up  for 
ANA  membership  so  their  votes  could 
be  utilized.  In  New  York  City,  Thomas 
Elder  mounted  a  full-force  attack  on 
Zerhe.  Virgil  Brand,  the  Chicago  collec¬ 
tor,  was  so  disgusted  with  the  events  at 
the  Montreal  convention  that  he  re¬ 
signed  Bis  membership. 

Farran  Zerhe  was  hoisted  on  his  own 
petard,  and  he  found  the  operation  of 
the  magazine  to  be  unprofitable.  The 
November  1910  issue  (there  was  no 
October  issue)  of  The  Numismatist  be¬ 
gan  with  the  news  that  W.W.C.  Wilson, 
of  Montreal,  had  arranged  for  purchase 
of  The  Numismatist  from  Zerhe,  for  pre¬ 
sentation  as  a  gift  to  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association.  “The  ANA  has 
long  desired  to  have  control  of  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist,  which  has  always  been  its  of¬ 
ficial  organ,  but  it  neither  had  the 
means  for  acquirement  nor  could  it  see 
the  way  for  continuing  publication  if 
acquired.”  The  price  paid  was  not 
stated.  Zerhe’s  supporters  applauded  him 
for  selling  it  at  his  cost,  while  detractors 
insisted  Zerhe  had  turned  a  profit  in  the 
transaction.  A.R.  Frey,  of  New  York, 
was  appointed  editor-in-chief,  and  the 
new  ANA  secretary,  G.F.  Tilden,  was 
named  as  business  manager. 

Perhaps  the  present  reader  might  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  highest  honor  of  the  ANA 
he  renamed  the  W.W.C.  Wilson  Award! 

Zerhe  seems  to  have  “got  religion,” 
and  in  later  years  his  actions  were 
widely  admired,  including  his  exhibit  in 


banks  all  over  the  country  of  his  Money 
of  the  World  display,  which,  no  doubt, 
introduced  thousands  to  the  hobby  of 
numismatics.  In  autumn  1928  this  col¬ 
lection  was  sold  to  the  Chase  National 
Bank  in  New  York  City. 

In  October  1932  this  account  was 
printed  in  The  Numismatist: 

“Cards  sent  out  from  Peabody,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  on  September  1 7  contained 
the  following  announcement:  ‘Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Mahoney  announces  the 
marriage  of  his  sister,  Julia  Gertrude,  to 
Mr.  Farran  Zerhe  on  Saturday,  the  tenth 
of  September,  one  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-two,  New  York  City.’ 
Mr.  Zerbe  is  the  curator  of  the  Chase 
National  Bank  Collection  of  Money  of 
the  World,  New  York  City.  He  is  an  ex- 
president  of  the  ANA  and  has  long 
been  identified  with  numismatics. 
Through  his  travels  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  he  enjoys  a  wide  acquain¬ 
tance  with  collectors.  The  bride  is  of  an 
old  New  England  family — the 
Mahoneys — and  formerly  lived  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  but  recently  moved  to  New  York 
City.  The  wedding  was  a  quiet  one  and 
the  honeymoon  was  spent  on  a  leisurely 
motor  trip  on  Cape  Cod.  Mr.  Zerbe 
says:  ‘It  will  be  50  years  next  month 
(November)  since  I  acquired  my  first 
specimen.  Fifty  thousand  varieties  have 
come  to  me  since  then.  Just  as  a  golden 
jubilee  treat  the  gem  of  all  was  acquired 
on  September  10.’  For  the  time  being 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zerbe  will  occupy  a  suite 
at  the  Prince  George  Hotel,  Fifth  Av¬ 
enue  and  28th  Street,  New  York.” 

On  December  25,  1949,  Zerbe  died 
at  his  home  in  New  York.  By  this  time 
he  was  highly  respected,  his  nemesis 
Tom  Elder  had  been  dead  for  a  year,  and 
Zerbe’s  passing  was  widely  mourned, 
with  justification  if  the  early  part  of  his 
career  is  overlooked. 

Things  change,  and  the  Prince  George 
Hotel,  once  a  favorite  of  New  York  soci¬ 
ety,  fell  into  disrepair,  and  when  the  writer 
used  to  attend  New  York  Metropolitan 
Postcard  Shows  there  in  the  early  1980s, 
it  was  best  called  functional,  hardly  fancy. 
Later,  it  was  taken  over  by  the  city  and 
used  to  house  welfare  recipients. 


As  to  Zerhe,  he  is  mainly  remem¬ 
bered  tor  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  less 
often  for  the  curious  “Zerbe  Proof”  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  of  1921  of  interest  to  special¬ 
ists.  Thomas  L.  Elder  has  been  show¬ 
cased  in  print  by  Tom  DeLorey  in  a 
study  of  his  life  and  medals,  and  the 
present  writer  has  had  a  word  to  say 
about  him  (such  as  in  our  Harry  W. 
Bass,  Jr.  Collection  Part  I  catalogue  of 
1999).  His  legacy  of  auction  catalogues 
of  the  early  20th  century  was  scarcely 
studied  by  Walter  Breen  and  has  been 
overlooked  by  many  other  scholars,  and 
is  ready  to  yield  gems,  indeed  “eureka! 
moment”  discoveries  for  patient  re¬ 
searchers. 

And,  for  the  commemoratives  them¬ 
selves,  read  on. 

The  Commemorative 
Gold  Dollars  Revisited 

When  1903 -dated  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  Exposition  gold  dollars  were  first 
distributed  to  collectors,  nearly  all  ex¬ 
amples  offered  as  “Uncirculated”  were 
in  condition  as  received  from  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  and  were  equivalent  to 
what  today  we  would  probably  call 
choice  or  gem  quality. 

Today  the  average  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  Exposition  gold  dollar  in  the 
numismatic  marketplace  is  apt  to  he 
MS-63  to  MS-64,  representing  a 
slightly  lower  average  level  than  when 
first  issued,  due  to  the  effects  of  stor¬ 
age  and  handling  in  the  intervening 
years.  Other  coins  have  been  cleaned 
or  otherwise  treated  with  indifference, 
and  AU-58  and  MS-60  coins  are 
plentiful. 

However,  there  are  plenty  of  MS-65 
(pristine  and  with  relatively  few  han¬ 
dling  marks)  coins  to  be  had.  In  recent 
times  such  grading  numbers  as  MS-66 
and  MS-67  have  been  given  to  some. 
Most  are  well  struck  and  very  appealing 
to  the  eye. 

Gold  dollars  of  from  this  long-ago 
Exposition  are  interesting  to  contem¬ 
plate.  Chances  are  fairly  good  that  if 
you  have  one  or  two,  they  were  on  hand 
when  the  accompanying  photograph  of 
Farran  Zerbe  and  his  exhibit  was  taken! 
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Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation  for 
basic  American  coin  collecting  for  a  long  time. 
While  many  numismatists  begin  their  interest 
with  such  pieces,  often  advanced  collectors  will 
return  to  savor  the  enjoyment  that  choice  and 
rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particularly  the 
bronze  issues  (but  not  so  much  the  copper-nickel 
pieces),  takes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as  surfaces  are 
so  important.  Certified  coins  are  sometimes  nice 
and  sometime  not,  as  you  know  if  you  are  already 
an  established  collector. 

Quality  is  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  you,  we  believe  you  will  be  delighted. 
And,  Indian  cents  represent  one  of  those  Ameri¬ 
can  series  in  which  the  beauty  of  the  copper 
surface  comes  through  no  matter  what  the 
grade — ask  any  long-time  specialist  in  Indian 
cents  (even  Rick  Snow),  and  we  think  he/she 
will  agree  that  a  glossy  brown  EF  1870,  1871, 
1874,  or  other  Indian  cent  (and  we  didn’t  even 
mention  1877)  can  be  an  object  of  great  desire. 

Small  Cent  References 

available  from  us 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Lots  of  information  about  Flying 
Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents  awaits  you — with  in¬ 
formation  on  just  about  everything  else,  per  the 
title. 754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  1,  1856-1858.  Second  edition.  By 
Richard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  to  the  series,  covering  varieties  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  pattern  Indian  cents  dated  1856  through  1858.  If 
you  like  technicalities,  this  one’s  for  you!  128  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-501.  List 
$24-50,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  6,  1900-09.  Second  edition.  By  Rich¬ 
ard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s  guide 
covering  Indian  cent  varieties  of  the  20th  century,  the 
common  dates  that  are  easy  enough  to  find.  But,  can 
you  find  a  rare  or  unusual  variety?  Perhaps  with  this 
book  you  can!  100  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSN-506.  List  $18,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  By  David 
Lange.  Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series. 
Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  information  for  two 
books.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BLA-107.  List  $43.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Standard  Quide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent.  By  Dr. 
Sol  Taylor.  This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404- 
List  $24  95,  before  your  discount. 


The  Cherrypicker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that 
can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conventions,  in  collec¬ 
tions,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  The  fourth 
edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  cov¬ 
ering  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-950.  List  $34.95,  before  your 
discount. 

Flying  Eagle  Cent 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Small  Letters  Obverse 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharply 

struck  gem  with  satiny  lustre  and  attractive 
golden  surfaces.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for 
the  connoisseur . 3,350 

Indian  head  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Indian  cents,  all 
selected  for  quality  within  the  numerical  grade 
range  indicated. 

1859  Transitional  pattern,  Obverse  of  1859, 
Reverse  of  1860.  Judd-228.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  brown  with  a 
splash  or  two  of  vibrant  rose  iridescence. 
Sharp  and  appealing.  This  is  one  of  the  great 
favorites  among  small  pattern  cents.  The 
obverse  is  identical  to  a  regular  1859  Indian 
cent,  while  the  reverse  is  identical  to  an  I860 
Indian  cent  with  oak  wreath  and  shield.  In 
1957  the  final  edition  of  the  Standard  Cata¬ 
logue  of  U.  S.  Coins,  published  in  the  late 
1950s  and  edited  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  listed  this 
among  regular  issues.  As  to  whether  it  is  a 
regular  issue  or  a  pattern  has  been  a  subject  of 
debate  for  a  long  time — especially  as  patterns 
typically  are  struck  with  Proof  surfaces,  not  in 
lustrous  circulation  strike  format.  However 
you  view  it,  this  certainly  is  a  nice  item  to  add 
to  a  specialized  collection  of  this  series.  1,195 

Pleasing  Proof  1860  Cent 


1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  Proof  example  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  The  fields  are  very  lightly  reflective 
and  lack  the  deeply  mirrored  appearance  that 
would  otherwise  qualify  this  for  the  gem  cat¬ 
egory . 2,295 


1860  MS-64  (NGC) . 319 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  gold  toning . 879 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  tan 

surfaces .  375 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 330 

1865  MS-64  RD.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  few  tiny  abrasions  and  scat¬ 
tered  spots  keep  this  from  gem  quality.  425 

1865  Fancy  5.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) .  139 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  delightful  specimen 

with  sharp  design  elements.  Fully  lustrous  dark 
brown  surfaces  with  subtle  traces  of  orange 
lustre.  An  important  opportunity  to  acquire 
this  scarce  date  logotype  variety . 479 

1867  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine! .  875 

1867  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  medium 

brown .  189 

1868  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at 

this  level,  especially  with  all  of  the  demand 
for  choice  Indian  cents . 695 

1869/9.  VG-10.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  1 39 

1869  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 475 

Gem  1870  Indian  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Although  the  1870 

had  not  received  much  ink  over  the  years  and 
has  been  hidden  in  the  shadow  of  the  more 
famous  1871,  1872,  and,  especially,  1877 
cents,  nice  examples  are  not  at  all  easy  to 
find.  And,  this  is  a  nice  one!  .  1,650 

1870  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  light  blue  toning 
over  dark  brown  surfaces.  Considerable  or¬ 
ange  lustre  remains  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  example  is  very  close  to  “red 
brown.”  Sharply  struck  with  full  feather  de¬ 
tails  on  the  obverse  and  full  shield  details  on 
the  reverse .  1,250 

1870  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Quite  a  bit  of  coin 
for  the  money!  Scarce  so  fine,  yet  priced  at 
only . 475 

1870  VF-25.  Pleasing  dark  brown  with  a  tiny  rim 

nick  at  6:30 .  189 

1871  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  The  “secret  that  isn’t 
really  a  secret”  is  that  Proof  Indian  cents  in 
grades  from  Proof-63  to  Proof-65,  BN  and  RB, 
are  super  inexpensive  in  comparison  to  “Proof- 
65  RD,”  although,  in  fact,  many  “RD”  coins 
are  of  less  aesthetic  appeal  than  are  nicely 
toned  ones!  Of  such  stuff  an  opportunity  is 


born!  At  least,  this  is  our  opinion .  645 

1871  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 295 


1871  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example  with 
considerable  orange  lustre,  especially  on  the 
obverse.  Splashes  of  darker  brown  toning 
may  be  seen  on  either  side.  An  attractive 
example  of  this  very  scarce  issue.  My  gosh,  it 

costs  only .  595 

1871  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture  of  red 
and  brown  in  the  “woodgrain"  effect  so  de¬ 
sired  by  specialists  (an  artifact  of  the  planchet 
strip  rolling  process,  which  distended  the 
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various  metallic  elements).  Scarce  so 

nice! . 525 

1871  VF-35.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  ..  299 


Gem  Mint  State  1872  Cent 


1872  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Although  somewhat 
subdued,  this  lovely  cent  very  nearly  meets 
the  requirements  of  “full  red.”  The  surfaces 
have  satiny  lustre  and  are  just  beginning  to 
develop  a  light  brown  toning  on  the  high 
points  of  the  reverse.  A  small  abrasion  is 
noted  at  upper  obverse,  above  the  second 

feather . 4,200 

1872  FN2  (AN ACS).  Pleasing  light  brown  with 
a  few  very  minor  abrasions  as  expected  for 
the  grade . 295 


1873  Doubled  Die  Cent 


1873  Doubled  Die.  Snow-1.  AU-53  (PCGS). 
A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  die  of  this  is¬ 
sue,  with  all  of  the  letters  in  LIBERTY 
sharply  doubled.  By  the  way,  this  dramatic 


error  was  first  published  by  us  years  ago — in 
the  1950s.  Over  the  years  since  then  it  has 
become  firmly  set  as  a  classic  rarity  in  the 

senes .  3  750 

1873  Close  3.  Proof -6 3  RD  (PCGS).  All  Proof 
187  )  cents  are  of  the  Close  (better  terminol¬ 
ogy  than  Closed )  3  format,  from  dies  made 
early  in  the  year  before  the  Open  3  was  de¬ 


vised .  500 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Much  value 
at  this  grade,  in  our  view  .  375 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 300 

1874  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 400 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 335 


1875  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  blended  red 

and  brown  surfaces  (as  opposed  to  being 
stained).  A  dandy  specimen  of  the  date  and 
indicated  grade.  It  is  often  the  case  in  today’s 
market  that  a  Proof  described  as  “RB”  can 
actually  exceed  in  visual  appeal  some  that  are 
described  as  “RD,”  as  many  of  the  latter  have 
spots  and  flecks  that  are  showcased  against  a 
red  (actually  orange  is  a  more  appropriate 
term)  surface .  1,215 

1876  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Centennial  cent  350 


Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a  truly  lovely 
example  of  the  issue,  popular  among  collec¬ 


tors  over  many  decades.  In  fact,  this  example 
has  been  recognized  as  a  rarity  almost  since 
the  time  of  issue.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces  with 
noticeable  orange  lustre  and  traces  of  lilac 
toning . 6,950 

1877  F-15.  A  lovely  example  with  glossy  olive- 

brown  obverse.  The  reverse  is  intermingled 
light  tan  and  darker  steel.  Long  considered 
the  single  most  important  date  in  the  Indian 
cent  series  and  always  in  demand .  1 ,095 

1878  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 400 

1879  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  very  nice  example 

with  great  eye  appeal — fully  equal  to  some 
we  have  seen  graded  MS-65  RD.  Quick,  buy 
it  before  someone  else  does!  .  600 

1880  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS) . 250 

1883  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  vir¬ 
tually  complete  red  and  a  trace  of  lilac  ton¬ 
ing . 225 


1885  Proof-62  RB  (PCGS).  How  inexpensive 
can  a  coin  be?  To  our  eye  this  Proof  example, 
quite  attractive  within  the  indicated  numeri¬ 


cal  grade,  is  incredibly  cheap — considering 
that  1885  is  the  key  date  of  the  decade  of  the 

1880s .  1  7U 

1885  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 775 

1885  MS-64  RB  (NGC) .  175 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 975 

1891  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 395 

1894  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 329 

1899  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  195 

1900  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 195 


1901  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Among  Proof  Indian 
cents  those  dated  during  the  early  20th  cen- 


A  new  best  Seller! 

More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 

Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

We  invite  you  to  order  your  copy  of  this  great  new  book.  Perhaps  you  remember 
Dave’s  first  “adventures”  volume,  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  published  in  1979.  The 
demand  was  so  intense  that  the  first  printing  of  5,000  copies  sold  out  right  away,  and 
by  1980  over  15,000  copies  had  been  sold. 

Dave’s  latest  hook  is  more  than  a  sequel — it  is  nearly  twice  as  large,  contains  much 
more  information,  and,  like  its  predecessor,  is  guaranteed  to  provide  you  with  many 
hours  of  enjoyable,  informative  reading.  You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
about  gold  coins,  about  colonials,  about  exploits  and  adventures,  about  treasures,  about 
interesting  personalities  past  and  present,  about  State  Reverse  quarters,  about  tokens, 
about  unsolved  mysteries,  and  much,  much  more — a  panorama  of  topics! 

460  pages  •  Profusely  Illustrated  •  Hardbound  •  Stock  No.  BBM-125A  •  List  price:  $89.00  (plus  $5  shipping).  See  p.  72  for  discount  information. 

-  Call  Mary  Toed  in  our  Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993  - 

e-mail:  books^bowersandmerena.com 

_ _ _ _ _ 
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turv  are  considerably  scarcer  than  those  of 
two  decades  earlier.  Market  prices  are  very 
quiet  at  present,  mainly  because  investors 
wouldn't  touch  an  “RB"  coin  with  a  ten  foot 
pole,  preferring  “RD"  (never  mind  visual  ap- 
peal),  leaving  the  vast  field  of  red  and 
brown  Proofs,  such  as  this,  to  purely  numis¬ 
matic  demand.  Check  the  mintages,  con¬ 
template  how  many  can  exist  in  the  world, 
check  the  price,  and  it  inspired,  place  your 


order!  . 229 

1902  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1903  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1904  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 229 

1904  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  195 

1906  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS) .  145 

1906  Proof-66  RB  (NGC) . 595 

1908  MS-65  RB.  Highly  lustrous  with  dark 

brown  toning  and  subdued  lustre .  99 


1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  or¬ 
ange  lustre,  typical  of  the  first  San  Francisco 
Mint  cents.  A  popular  issue  representing  the 
very  first  one-cent  coin  struck  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Prior  to  1908,  this  Mint  had  only  pro¬ 


duced  gold  and  silver  coins . 975 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1908-S  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 350 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 379 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS) .  179 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 385 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  195 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  pale  orange  surfaces .  165 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  1,395 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are 
the  first  series  collected.  For  some,  this  begin¬ 
ning  turns  into  a  serious  specialty,  for  others,  the 
Lincoln  cent  collection  is  replaced  by  other  in¬ 
terests.  For  those  in  the  former  category,  we  have 
several  scarce,  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and 
are  always  looking  for  more  nice  examples. 
Never  collected  this  series  before?  Discover 
many  less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting, 
there  are  several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents, 
one  of  which  we  publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  by  the  talented  David  Lange, 
whose  writing  we  always  enjoy.  This  guide  tells 
you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking 
about!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section. 

How  To  Order 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Brilliant  Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous,  brilliant,  and  thoroughly  desirable 
specimen  of  the  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  cent 
series — from  the  standpoint  of  combined 
popular  appeal  and  elusive  quality.  To  be 
sure,  many  other  Lincoln  cents  are  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  tind  in  the  grade  offered  here,  but 
the  others  have  the  situation  that  pieces  in 
lower  grades  can  he  easily  enough  acquired. 
In  contrast,  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  has  founda¬ 
tional  rarity  and  is  desirable  in  any  and  all 
grades,  from  worn  nearly  smooth  up  to  gem, 
as  here.  For  many  years  this  variety  has  been 
the  Holy  Grail  for  American  numismatists. 
Although  in  an  absolute  sense  they  are  not 
rare — thousands  exists — the  demand  is  so 
widespread  that  at  any  given  time  we  are  apt 
to  have  but  a  handful  in  stock.  A  dealer’s 
dream  would  be  to  find  an  original  hank- 
wrapped  roll  of  50  (which  in  quite  a  few  years 
of  coin  dealing  we  have  never  done!)  This 

present  coin  will  fill  the  bill  at .  4,950 

1909-S  V.D.B  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
dark  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  orange  lus¬ 
tre  in  the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  key-date  issue.  .  1,135 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1914  Matte  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  superb  gem  that  is  sure  to  please  the 
connoisseur.  Extremely  sharply  struck  with 
bright  orange  lustre  and  rings  of  deep  orange 
and  iridescent  toning.  Just  eight  finer  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS. .  2,975 
191 4-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  example  of 
the  second  most  important  key  date  in  the 
Lincoln  series,  after  1909-S  V.D.B.  Actually, 
in  EF  and  higher  grades  the  1914-D  is  the 
scarcer  of  the  two,  hut  enough  lower  grade 
coins  exist  (G-4  to,  say,  VF-20)  that  much  of 
the  market  demand  is  removed,  enabling  this 

EF-40  piece  to  be  offered  for  just . 495 

1914-D  VF-25  (PCGS).  Pleasing  tan . 339 

1922  Plain.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  important  variety  with  medium  brown 
surfaces  and  considerable  eye  appeal .  975 

This  is  one  of  the  more  curious  varieties  in 
American  coinage,  at  least  from  a  philosophical 
viewpoint.  This  and  related  pieces  were  made  from  dies 


intended  for  the  Denver  Mint,  1922-D,  and  sent  there, 
hut  which  eventually  had  the  D  mintmark  blocked 
with  debris,  plus  extensive  wear,  removing  the 
mintmark,  and  thus  giving  the  pieces  the  appearance  i  if 
Philadelphia  issues.  As  no  1 922  cents  were  ever  struck 
at  Philadelphia,  collectors  desiring  an  extra  variety 
have  opted  to  acquire  a  piece  such  as  this. 

1925-D  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 70 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
certified.  So  far  PCGS  has  only  graded  two 
finer  MS-68  RD  examples  of  this  issue.  225 
1937  Reeded  edge.  MS-63  RB.  Virtually  full  red, 
however,  with  numerous  spots  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  A  genuine  Lincoln  cent  with 

edge  reeding  added  at  a  later  date .  250 

At  the  1941  ANA  Convention  Ira  Reed  displayed 
and  sold  as  novelties  some  1937  cents  and  nickels  for 
which  he  had  the  edges  reeded  hy  a  Philadelphia 
machine  shop.  However,  these  were  later  taken  seriously 
by  some  collectors  and,  in  fact,  were  even  listed  for  a 
time  in  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins. 

1941  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  Proof 

example  with  bright  orange  surfaces .  75 

1941-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange 

lustre . 39 

1943-D  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully 

struck .  795 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray.  65 
1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  gray.  39 
1 943 -S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 

gray  surfaces . 39 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  orange 

lustre . 32 

1947-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  for  the  connoisseur.  Sharply  struck 
as  it  should  be,  with  reflective  light  orange 
Proof  lustre.  This  is  the  highest  numerical 
grade  assigned  to  any  Proof  1950  Lincoln 
cent,  with  just  six  finer  examples  designated 
Cameo  or  Deep  Cameo.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist. ..  750 
1950  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  An  opportunity  for 
one  of  the  legions  of  buyers  who  are  endeav¬ 
oring  to  acquire  modern  era  coins  in  “ultra” 
grades . 89 


QUALITY 

It  never  goes  out  of  style.  If  you 
are  at  all  particular,  you’ll  like  the 
QUALITY  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  offers.  Make  us 
your  headquarters  for  your  every  nu¬ 
mismatic  need.  You’ll  like  our 
friendly  service,  too.  We  really  en¬ 
joy  coins  and  what  we  do  here,  and 
we’ll  do  our  best  to  share  our  enthu¬ 
siasm  with  you. 
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1951-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

195 3  Proof-66  RD  (IX  X>S).  IVeply  reflective.  59 
1953-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-62  BN 
(NGC).  I  lighly  lustrous  with  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Traces  of  original  orange  lustre  is 
noted .  1,695 

For  a  sketch  of  this  fascinating  variety  and  the 
part  we  played  in  its  numismatic  recognition  and 
appreciation  please  see  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
148.  Also,  in  Dave  Bowers’  very  first  book,  Coins 
and  Collectors .  1 964,  extensive  coverage  is  given  to 
this  variety — as  Dave  Bowers  and  Jim  Ruddy  were 
in  on  the  ground  floor  when  such  pieces  became 
popular. 

By  the  way,  this  is  probably  the  best-selling  single 
title  produced  by  Dave.  By  now,  the  distribution  is  way 
over  100,000  copies! 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  and  thoroughly  attractive  example  of 
this  key  issue,  nicely  struck  (as  always)  with 
sharp  definition  of  the  Doubled  Die  feature. 
If  you  have  been  seeking  an  attractive  piece, 
this  may  well  fill  the  hill .  1,400 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high- 
grade  circulated  example  of  this  famous  va¬ 
riety .  1,075 

1966  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS) . 49 

1967  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  orange 
lustre . 49 

1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  RD 
(PCGS) . 360 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS) .  160 

1996  Mint  error.  Capped  die.  MS-64  RD 

(PCGS) . 279 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  hrockage.  MS-65  RD. 
On  splayed  planchet,  etc.,  greatly  increasing 
its  diameter.  Interesting! . 99 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Of  the  various  American  denominations 
two-cent  pieces  are  among  the  most  difficult  to 
find  in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity — right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents, 
except  that  the  population  of  two-cent  pieces  is 
much  smaller.  Our  current  selection  is  very  brief. 
This  reflects  the  difficult  time  we  have  acquiring 
examples  for  our  inventory.  When  we  do,  they 
seem  to  sell  themselves. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
two-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates.7  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  A1  Pinkall  or  Mark  Borckardt! 

Two  Cent  Piece  References: 

Wulter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Coltmial  Coins.  Yes,  this  book  has  a  section  on 
two-cent  pieces,  although  you  will  buy  your  copy  for 


this  plus  all  else  it  contains.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764  List  $115,  before 
your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Actum  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  1 76  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece:  1864  Attribution 
Quide.  By  Frank  Leone.  Every  idiosyncrasy  of  the  1864 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  fairly 
high-grade  example  of  this  key  issue.  It  has 
been  our  experience  that  the  1864  Small 
Motto  is  several  dozen  times  rarer  than  the 
Large  Motto,  although  the  market  differen¬ 
tial  is  not  that  great.  A  nice  coin  at  a  reason¬ 
able  price . 540 


Gem  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 
Large  Motto 


1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A 
sharply  struck  and  very  attractive  example  of 
the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination. 
Bright  mint  red  (orange  is  always  a  more  accu¬ 
rate  term)  surfaces  with  excellent  lustre.  A 
splendid  candidate  for  a  very  high-grade  set  of 
United  States  coins  by  design  types.  ...  2,475 

With  regard  to  design  types,  forming  a  collection 
of  United  States  coins  by  major  designs  from  1 793  to 
date  is  a  fascinating  pursuit.  Great  strides  can  be  made 
inexpensively  for  virtually  all  issues  of  the  past  half 
century,  after  which  the  challenge  mounts,  becoming 
increasingly  interesting  as  the  years  go  back.  We  invite 
you  to  use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Renew  to  begin  or 
add  to  a  type  set,  or  check  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program — a  dynamic  and  very  interesting  way  to 
automatically  receive  coins  from  us  on  a  monthly  basis, 
all  tailored  to  suit  your  needs. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An 
exceptional  example  with  nearly  full  “red” 

lustre.  Doubled  18  in  date . 495 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  .  595 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely 
example  with  pale  orange  lustre  and  medium 

brown  toning .  269 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
deep  orange  with  light  brown  on  the  high 
points  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  virtually 
full  red  with  just  a  trace  of  light  brown  ton¬ 
ing .  195 

1866  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacular 
example  with  considerable  deep  orange  lus¬ 
tre  blended  with  attractive  brown  toning. 

The  surfaces  are  exceptional .  1 ,295 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lightly  reflective 
with  pale  orange  Proof  lustre  and  attractive 


iridescent  toning .  845 

1869  MS-64  RB  ( PCGS).  Dark  brown  with 
hints  of  lilac  and  splashes  of  orange  lustre.  A 
lovely  example  with  satiny  surfaces .  269 


1 870  Proof-64  RD  ( I X  X IS).  Bright  < >rang<  mm 
faces  with  slight  mottling  of  magenta 
Sharply  struck  and  nicely  defined.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  worthwhile  example  at  this  level,  a 
grade  that  offers  much  value  as,  first  of  all, 
investors  often  shy  away  from  copper  coins 
altogether  (leaving  the  field  wide  open  tor 
numismatists)  and,  second,  when  investors 
do  buy  copper  coins,  they  tend  to  want  them 
MS-65  RD  (usually  buying  the  holder,  not 
the  coin,  never  mind  that  a  coin  may  be  spot¬ 
ted  or  not  attractive).  In  any  event,  the 
present  1870  is  quite  nice  and  will  make  a 
fine  addition  to  a  specialized  cabinet  of  the 
denomination . 950 

Under  magnification  some  very  interesting  die 
finish  lines  can  be  seen  within  the  vertical  stripes  of  the 
shield,  most  such  finish  lines  being  oriented  in  a 
horizontal  plane.  A  prominent  die  finish  line  connects 
the  top  of  the  first  digit  of  the  date  with  the  ball  at  the 
bottom  of  the  shield. 


Nickel  3#  Pieces 

Rare  Com  Review  No.  151  has  a  very  nice 
selection  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  commenc¬ 
ing  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1865,  and 
continuing  through  the  last,  1889.  Along  the 
way  there  are  many  interesting  and  quite  choice 
Mint  State  and  Proof  examples.  All  have  been 
selected  for  quality. 

Nickel  Three-Cent  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  section  on 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  tucked  among  754  pages  in 
this  must-have  volume.  Illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  last 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Three-Cent 
Nickels.  By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher.  The 
only  reference  available  dealing  solely  with  this  19th 
century  denomination.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  book  will  aid  in  your  appreciation 
of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-300.  List  $37.95,  before  your  discount. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  and, 
accordingly,  in  great  demand .  675 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  iridescent  toning .  220 

1866  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ti  'ii 

ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  few  flecks  here  and 
there.  Excellent  strike.  Reverse  die  highly 
polished  and  slightly  relapped;  denomination 
elements  especially  bold.  The  1866  nickel 
three-cent  piece  is  quite  scarce  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat,  considerably  more  elusive  than  am  of  the 
issues  of  the  1880s  (save  tor  1887) .  650 
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I  Inited  States  Three-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


Gem  Proof  1870  Three-Cent  Nickel 


1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  impor¬ 

tant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Bright 
and  reflective  nickel  gray  surfaces  with  hints 
of  cameo  contrast.  Only  a  handful  of  simi¬ 
lar  or  finer  quality  examples  have  been  cer¬ 
tified . 2,250 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  slight  lustre  on  the  devices.  A  scarce 
early  Proof  example .  1,295 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  quality 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  The 
surfaces  are  exceptionally  nice  without  spots 
or  other  imperfections.  Light  clash  marks  are 
visible  on  both  sides.  Just  11  finer  examples 

have  been  certified  by  PCGS . 995 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  gray  lustre  with  a 

hint  of  very  light  gold  toning . 225 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 
hints  of  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  228,000 
examples . 375 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1879  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

quality  example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lus¬ 
tre.  This  example  is  very  sharply  struck,  espe¬ 
cially  for  a  Mint  State  example.  The  obverse 
is  satiny  while  the  reverse  has  very  slightly 
prooflike  surface.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  An  opportunity  for  the  fan  of  the  Set 
Registry  competition . 3,895 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 

nity  for  the  specialist.  Very  sharply  struck 
with  frosty  light  gray  lustre.  This  date  is  elu¬ 
sive  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Most  high 
quality  survivors  are  Proof  examples.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  one  Mint  State  example  for 
every  10  submissions  of  this  date . 850 

1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  won¬ 

derful  cameo  Proof  with  light  nickel  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Tied  with  five  others  with  one  finer 
Cameo  example  certified  by  PCGS . 690 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 
Proof  with  moderately  mirrored  fields.  .  690 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  the  very  finest 
examples  of  this  date  we  have  seen.  Light 
gray  Proof  surfaces  with  considerable  cameo 
contrast . 995 

1 88 1  MS-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example, 


slightly  prooflike,  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 680 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof  has 

satiny  gray  lustre  with  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  especially 
on  the  obverse . 690 

1883  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Proof 

example  with  reflective  fields  and  light 
cameo  contrast .  1,260 

Condition  Rarity  1886  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
Proof-Only  Date 

1886  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  and  an  extremely  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This  is  the 
ONLY  Cameo  Proof  of  any  grade  certified  by 
PCGS,  according  to  the  April  2002  Popula¬ 
tion  Report.  If  you  are  working  on  a  set  of 
these  coins  in  Cameo  Proof  grades,  you  need 

this  coin!  The  first  call  gets  it . 900 

Caveat:  Over  a  period  of  time,  Population  Report 
figures  never  decrease,  and  they  often  increase.  So,  if 
this  is  your  first  catalogue  from  us,  and  if  you  would  like 
to  buy  this  dandy  coin,  do  so  because  it  is  choice,  rare, 
and  beautiful.  Which  it  is,  indeed!  Don’t  buy  it  for  a 
Population  Report  number,  as  others  may  be  certified, 
resubmitted,  etc.,  etc. 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  gray  with 
hints  of  iridescent  toning.  This  is  a  Proof- 
only  issue  although  the  present  example 
looks  very  much  like  a  satiny  circulation 
strike.  Probably  very  inexpensive .  What  do 

you  think? . 690 

1887/6  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Generally  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  Proof-only  issue,  but  at 
least  a  few  were  made  for  circulation  (ex¬ 
amples  of  which  are  hardly  ever  seen  to¬ 
day).  We  estimate  about  2,000  Proofs 

were  struck . 475 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  Proof  with 
lovely  pale  gold  toning .  525 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  with  light  golden  toning .  695 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  gray 
Proof  for  your  date  or  type  collection. ..  525 

1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

very  lightly  reflective  surfaces . 395 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this 
final  three-cent  nickel  denomination.  Fully 
lustrous  with  soft  frosty  surfaces  and  very 
faint  champagne  toning  over  light  gray.  595 

Silver  3  ^Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1851  through  1873 
is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are  quite 
elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver  three-cent 
pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  examples  for  sale. 

Silver  Three-Cent  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  Copies  of  this  reference 


may  be  found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in 
our  offices  (or,  if  the  desk  is  especially  cluttered, 
then  on  the  floor!  As  The  Economist  recently 
mused,  a  cluttered  desk  is  the  sign  of  super-creativ¬ 
ity!).  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view'  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

1853  MS-65  (NGC).  Hints  of  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  surfaces.  Slightly  above 
average  in  strike,  sharp  in  most  areas,  but 
with  some  lightness  in  detail  on  a  few'  of 
the  reverse  stars  and  on  the  denomina¬ 
tion — features  that  are  not  unusual  in  the 
series  but  which  few  people  take  time  to 
mention.  Overall  a  very  nice  example  of 
the  date . 890 

Proof  1857  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1857  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  champagne  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  One 
of  the  nicest  1857  Proof  silver  three-cent 
pieces  we  have  seen  in  recent  times.  A  find 
for  the  connoisseur  who  may  have  reviewed 
several  such  pieces  without  achieving  satis¬ 
faction . 5,700 

PCGS  Population:  1 5;  8  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Obverse  from  highly  polished  die  retaining 
many  of  the  polish  marks  from  the  process,  in  the 
form  of  raised  striae.  The  lowest  left  pair  of  frame 
elements  and  its  connecting  pair  of  elements 
continuing  to  below  N  (UNITED)  are  partially 
missing,  having  been  ground  away  during  the  die 
polishing  process.  Presumably,  this  is  common  to 
all  Proofs  of  this  issue.  The  date  is  very  deeply 
impressed  into  the  die  and  all  other  features  are 
bold.  On  the  reverse  the  two  lowest  stars  show 
prominent  outlines  or  artifacts  around  them,  as  do 
the  stars  in  the  1:00,  2:00,  and  3:00  (these  being 
approximate)  positions,  cause  unknown,  but  not 
unusual  among  silver  coins  of  this  era  (particularly 
half  dimes);  a  couple  of  lint  marks  are  seen  on  the 
denomination  elements.  On  the  reverse  the  die 
polish  lines  have  been  largely  removed. 

Mint  State  1857  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  (very)  and  lus¬ 
trous  (very),  and  very  interesting  from  a 
technical  viewpoint  as  well.  A  coin  with  a 
great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal,  one 
of  the  nicer  examples  encountered  among 
high-grade  circulation  strikes  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  date.  There  are  weaknesses  in  the 
striking  here  and  there,  and  also  clash 
marks — the  weakness  being  normal  and 
specifically  the  reason  why  the  design  was 
changed  in  1859  to  permit  the  elements  to 
strike  up  better .  1,850 

On  the  obverse  the  frame  lines  below  UN 
(UNITED)  are  mostly  lapped  away,  not  unusual.  The 
date  is  punched  boldly  into  the  die. 
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United  States  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


Mint  State  1868  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
1868  MS-6}  (PCGS).  Slightly  proof! ike  with 
very  light  champagne  toning  over  brilliant 
silver  surfaces.  A  scarce  date  in  Mint  State 
preservation .  1,695 

Gem  Proof  1873  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
Proof-Only  Date 
Total  Mintage  600  Just  Pieces 
1873  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gunmetal-hlue  and  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces  over  deep  mirror  fields — all 
in  a  very  attractive  blending  of  toning,  cre¬ 
ating  a  piece  with  tremendous  eye  appeal. 
Beyond  that,  the  1873  date  is  remarkable  as 
being  the  sole  Proof-only  issue  in  the  silver 
three-cent  series.  Just  600  Proofs  were 
minted,  with  no  related  pieces  for  general 
circulation . 2,150 

Nickel  Five-Cent 
Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small  denomi¬ 
nation  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to 
use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which  soon  be¬ 
came  tattered  and  torn.  First  introduced  to  the 
public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composi¬ 
tion  has  been  an  important  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Nickel  Five-Cent  References 

(all  designs): 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Much  ado  about  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  will  be  found  here!  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five- Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  By 
Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  van  Note.  This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-301.  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Buffalo  Nickels.  By  David 
Lange.  This  second  edition  is  updated  with  new  infor¬ 
mation,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking 
characteristics  of  each  issue,  all  by  one  of  the  more 
careful  observers  among  modem  researchers.  198  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A.  List 
$36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypicker’ s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that  can 
be  acquired  unattnbuted  at  conventions,  in  collections, 
and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  This  fourth  edition  has 
been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  covering  all  de¬ 


nominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock 

No.  BFI-950.  List  $3495,  before  your  discount. 

18r4  Proof-65  (PCGS).  I  his  lovely  example 
has  lightly  reflective  fields  with  considerable 
eye  appeal.  Very  light  gold  toning  is  noted  on 
each  side . 900 

1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PGGS).  Lovely  light 

gray  surfaces  with  reflective  fields . 945 

1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with 

hints  of  gold  toning  and  delightful  cameo 
contrast  between  devices  and  fields .  580 

Superb  Proof  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous 
Proof  example  with  reflective  light  gray  fields 
and  lovely  iridescent  toning.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  is  present,  although  not  deep 
enough  to  receive  the  Cameo  designation. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  best  certified  by  PCGS 
with  only  a  single  submission  graded  Proof- 
68.  An  extremely  important  opportunity  for 

the  specialist  and  connoisseur . 2,300 

1882  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof 
example  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous 
devices.  Very  light  champagne  toning  over 

nickel  gray  surfaces . 945 

1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  light 
gray . 380 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  pristine  gem  has 

frosty  light  gray  lustre  with  hints  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  ex¬ 
amples  on  the  market  today.  In  fact, 
PCGS  has  only  graded  three  finer  MS-67 
coins . 1 ,290 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sensational  gem 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  650 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  brilliant  light  gray  surfaces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  with  light  gold  toning.  .  295 

Liberty  Head  Nickels _ 

We’ve  always  liked  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
and  for  us  there  is  never  such  a  thing  as  having 
too  many  in  stock!  In  this  issue  our  offering  be¬ 
gins  with  1883  and  concludes  with  pieces  of  the 
early  20th  century,  and  along  the  way  includes 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile  specimens. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC). 
This  is  a  gorgeous  gem  with  dark  gray  mirrored 

fields  and  brightly  lustrous  devices .  1 ,000 

The  Proof  mintage  of  this  issue  is  quite  generous, 
due  to  the  tremendous  public  interest  in  this  "design 
error”  (discussed  as  a  special  chapter  in  Dave  Bowers’ 


new  book.  More  Adventures  uitfi  Rare  Corns )  Thi»  it  a 
good  thing,  as  pieces  without  CTNTS  were  struck  <ml> 
during  part  of  the  year  1 88  i  and  at  no  other  time, 
making  an  example  an  absolute  necessity  for  inclusion 
in  a  type  set. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Sharply 
struck  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  A  most 


attractive  gem  example .  735 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  bril 

liant  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre .  735 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  moderate  cameo  contrast .  525 


Gem  Mint  State  1884  Nickel 
1884  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
example  with  very  sharp  design  features 
and  delightful  nickel-gray  surfaces.  A 
couple  small  marks  are  noted  on  Liberty’s 

cheek . 1 ,800 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  radi¬ 
ant  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  nuance  of  pale  rose 
toning.  Sharp  and  appealing  in  all  respects, 
and  easily  worthy  of  the  gem  designation. 
Examples  are  fairly  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State 
in  relation  to  the  demand  for  them.  ..  1 ,650 
1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
light  gray  Proof  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  lilac 
toning .  550 

Gem  Mint  State  1887  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray 
with  satiny  surfaces  and  very  sharp  design 
elements.  Nearly  the  finest  available  qual¬ 
ity  with  one  solitary  MS-66  certified  by 

PCGS . 1,695 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with 
some  rich  golden  iridescence  at  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck,  definitely  a  coin  that  ap¬ 
proaches  the  gem  quality  level .  265 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  in¬ 
tense  cartwheel  lustre  and  equally  strong  eye 
appeal.  Essentially  as  “nice  as  they  come”  for 

the  grade .  595 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satiny  gray  lustre .  595 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  light 

champagne  toning .  550 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

equally  lovely,  an  impressive  gem  with  pale 
golden  toning  highlights.  Coins  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  seldom  last  long  in  our  inventory,  so  call 
quickly!  .  575 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Some  toning  flecks  and  a 
few  contact  marks  keep  this  from  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  connoisseur,  but  it  is  in  the 
mainstream  so  far  as  typical,  or  slightly  above 
typical  quality  is  concerned — satisfying  to 
80%  to  90%  of  potential  buyers .  100 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck 

with  a  trace  of  pale  gold  toning .  100 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  1  25 
191 1  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre  and  very  faint  gold  toning .  139 


Rare  Coin  Review  *1 5 1 


27 


January/February  2003 


I  JNITED  STATES  FlVE-CENT  PIECES  FOR  SALE 


Bl  IFFALO  N 1CKELS 

It  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  as 
tor  years  we  have  been  the  primary  source  tor 
mane  connoisseurs  building  really  choice  collec¬ 
tions. 

It  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive 
selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  awaits  you! 

191  3-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Considerably  scarcer  than  the  Type  I  vari¬ 
ety . 595 

191  3-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 
silver  gray  w  ith  strong  lustre  and  a  nearly  full 
strike.  Second  only  to  the  Type  II  1 9 1 3-S  is¬ 
sue  for  rarity  and  desirability  among  Buffalo 

nickels  of  the  date . 275 

1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  frosty 
gray  surfaces  and  pale  golden  toning.  ...  300 
1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  grayish  gold  surfaces.  Tiny  spots  are 

present  on  either  side .  300 

191 5-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold.  289 

191 5- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray 

surfaces  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in 
the  fields.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Splashes 
of  deep  violet  noted  on  the  reverse .  2 1 2 

1916- D  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  attractive 

light  gold  toning .  270 

1916-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  199 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  with  light 
champagne  toning.  Slightly  weak  central 

obverse  and  reverse .  195 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  bright 
gray  lustre.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the 
centers  of  obverse  and  reverse .  1 10 

Desirable  1918/7-D  Buffalo  Nickel 
Sharp  and  Attractive 


1918/7-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
example  with  some  mint  lustre  still  in  re¬ 
maining  areas.  Sharply  defined  overdate  fea¬ 
ture — no  doubt  about  it!  A  high-grade 
example  of  this  overdate,  probably  the  most 
famous  rarity  among  Buffalo  nickels.  From 
the  viewpoint  of  all  that  exist  in  all  grades,  a 
piece  at  the  EF-40  level  is  definitely  in  the 
top  5%  to  10%.  A  lovely  coin  that  will  an¬ 
swer  the  need  for  anyone  desiring  a  quality 
Extremely  Fine  example .  7,300 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
lovely  gold  and  iridescent  toning . 650 

1920  Broadstruck  mint  error.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  light  toning.  Struck  out  of  the 
collar,  and  thus  of  wider  diameter  than  usual 
and  with  a  different  treatment  of  the  rim.  An 
interesting  mint  error  in  a  high  grade  not 
often  encountered . 995 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  de¬ 
lightful  light  gray  surfaces .  590 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning  and  splashes  of  iridescence — a 
lovely  coin,  artistic  in  its  beauty',  as  even  a  quick 
glance  will  verify.  Moreover,  the  piece  is  above 
average  in  striking  detail.  All  told  this  is  the 
answer  for  anyone  desiring  a  gem  1924.  ..875 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  coin  nice  enough  to  fill 
the  “MS-65  requirement”  for  someone  who 
wants  a  high-end  MS-64  equal  to  some 
pieces  graded  MS-65.  We  see  beauty  and  a 


lot  of  value  combined . 390 

1924-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  natural  nickel  gray  surfaces . 485 


1925- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1925-14  is  quite 
difficult  to  find  in  Mint  State,  save  for  pieces 
from  the  Connecticut  State  Museum  distribu¬ 
tion,  that  by  now  are  fairly  w  idely  dispersed. 
The  present  coin  is  perhaps  from  that  source, 
bought  in  1925  and  squirreled  away,  hut  this 
is  just  a  guess.  Choice  and  desirable. ...  1 ,325 

1926- D  VF-30 . 99 

1926- S  VF-25  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  Buffalo  nickels  to 
find  in  circulated  grades  such  as  VF  and  EF 
so  few  exist  in  relation  to  so  many  collectors 
desiring  them . 490 

1927- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

over  surfaces  that  are  a  combination  of  matte 
and  lustrous . 305 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sparkling,  brilliant  gem 
with  a  hint  of  pale  rose  on  the  reverse.  Nicely 
struck  and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade.  290 

1930  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous .  150 

1930  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  delight.  Strong 
lustre  and  a  nuance  of  pale  rose  add  immea¬ 
surably  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this  choice 
Mint  State  Buffalo  nickel .  105 


VARIATION  ON  A  THEME 


Years  ago  Aaron  Feldman  (who  may 
have  been  the  first)  and  others  had  a  popular 
saying,  “buy  the  book  before  the  coin,"  this 
being  a  suggestion  that  books  provided  knowl- 
edge  and  would  be  useful.  Now  comes  a  let¬ 
ter  from  R.P.A.  which  we  reprint  herewith: 

I  have  been  an  off  and 
on  collector  for  many  years. 

It  is  only  recently  that  I 
have  begun  to  focus  my  in¬ 
terests  along  certain  lines 
and  the  Collector  Portfo¬ 
lio  Program  has  been  a 
wonderful  way  to  advance 
those  interests. 

1  would  like  to  com¬ 
mend  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  the  superla¬ 
tive  service  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  over  the  past  few 
years.  The  quality  of  the 
program  is  excellent  and 
the  coins  wonderful.  I  only  now  am  be¬ 
ginning  to  appreciate  how  difficult  it  is 
as  an  individual  to  acquire  the  coins  of 
the  quality  you  somehow  seem  to  pro¬ 
vide  month  in  and  month  out.  It  really 
is  nice  to  have  a  “friend  in  the  coin 
business”. 


1  have  to  tell  you  a  story  that  hap¬ 
pened  last  summer  relating  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  which  1  read  avidly  every 
month  and  for  which  1  owe  you  an 
apology.  For  several  months  in  a  row'  I 
kept  seeing  a  listing  for  a  trime  that 
caught  my  eye.  Every 
month  I  told  myself  I 
would  take  the  plunge 
and  acquire  this  particu¬ 
lar  three-cent  silver  piece 
it  if  it  showed  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month.  Well,  1  fi¬ 
nally  reached  the  point 
where  I  had  decided  to 
buy  it. 

Unfortunately,  on  the 
same  day  that  I  reached 
that  decision,  I  heard 
through  a  business  associ¬ 
ate  that  a  first  edition  of 
Charles  Dickens’  Oliver 
Twist  w'as  available  for  sale  (I  also  collect 
Dickens  first  editions).  To  make  a  long 
story  short,  I  took  Dave  Bowers’  advice 
and  bought  the  book  before  the  coin!  Some¬ 
how'  I  don’t  think  that  is  w'hat  Dave  had 
in  mind.  When  I  looked  the  following 
month,  the  trime  had  been  sold. 
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United  States  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


1  *■>  30-S  MS-65  ( PC  (.  ;s).  Lustrous  with  ,i  hint  ot 
golden  and  iridescent  toning.  About  typical 
strike  for  1930-S .  540 

In  Mint  St.itv  the  1830-S  i>  several  times  rarer 
than  the  19  3  1  -S,  for  several  reasons:  First,  the  030-8 
did  not  have  an  enticingly  low  mintage,  and  not  much 
attention  was  paid  to  it.  Second,  the  country  was 
entering  the  Depression,  and  people  were  cautious  in 
buying.  Third,  in  contrast  the  1 93 1  -S  nickel  came  at  an 
even  deeper  time  in  the  Depression,  but  when  coin 
collecting  was  just  beginning  a  dynamic  growth  in 
interest.  The  Depression  saw  a  great  proliferation  of 
hobbies,  and,  interestingly,  beginning  in  1931, 
numismatics  became  as  dynamic  as  just  about  any 
hobby  (such  as  jigsaw  puzzles  and  miniature  golf,  to 
mention  just  two),  a  momentum  that  was  soon  helped 
by  W ayte  Raymond’s  Standard  Catalogue  ofU.S.  Coins , 
popular  holders  available  to  mount  and  display  a 
collection,  and  then,  several  years  later,  the  great 
commemorative  boom  of  1934-1935.  This  text  is 
perhaps  a  bit  lengthy  for  a  solo  example  of  a  1930-S 
Buffalo  nickel  in  stock,  but  it  does  serve  to  illustrate 
why  such  pieces  were  ignored  in  their  own  time  and 
today  are  fairly  hard  to  find. 

193  1  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  popular  semi-key  date.  A  high 
degree  of  lustre  and  a  sharp  strike  combine  in 
a  nearly  irresistible  manner.  Toss  in  a  strong 
strike  and  the  present  coin  becomes  nearly 
unbeatable  where  quality  and  value  are  con¬ 
cerned . 950 

1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
pale  rose  hi^Jalights .  70 

Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Satin  Finish 


1936  Type  1.  Proof-66  Satin  (NGC).  Very 
lightly  toned,  beautifully  so,  over  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  superb  specimen  that  has  never 
been  cleaned,  dipped,  or  otherwise  im¬ 
proved.  Of  course,  the  quality  was  there  to 
begin  with — -such  pieces  were  specifically 
made  for  collectors — but,  in  the  more  than 
half  century  since  the  piece  was  struck,  it 
has  been  carefully  conserved,  also  an  impor¬ 
tant  aspect . 2,900 

Sensational  1936  Proof  Buffalo  Nickel 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-68  Brilliant  (NGC).  An 
absolutely  spectacular  gem  quality  Proof 
with  brilliant  mirrored  fields  (as  opposed  to 
satiny  fields).  This  superb  example  has  light 
blue  and  lilac  toning  and  possesses  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  If  you  appreciate  the 


very  finest  quality,  you  must  have  this 


nickel! .  \  1,000 

1936-D/D  MS-66  (PCGS) .  339 


1936- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Some  typical  light  striking  at  the  centers.  1  10 

1937- D  3-Legs.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous 

surfaces  with  delicate  natural  toning.  All-im¬ 
portant  3  leg  feature  is  very  bold .  1,100 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 

tional  gem  quality  example  with  very  light 
gold  toning.  Highly  lustrous  and  most  attrac¬ 
tive.  PCGS  has  only  graded  two  coins  at  the 
higher  MS-68  grade  level .  235 

1938- D/D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  faint  gold  toning . 99 

Jefferson  Nickels 

Our  current  offering  ot  Jefferson  nickels  is 
magnificent,  with  quality  examples  for  all  bud¬ 
gets.  Of  course,  quality  is  the  key  word  when 
collecting  these  coins,  as  with  all  series. 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Key  issue  in  the  series 

(in  terms  of  tradition) .  130 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Really  nifty 

grade  for  this  scarce  date  and  mint! .  795 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces . 99 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 89 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps .  59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality. 

Sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  lustre.  69 
1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

light  gold  toning . 36 

1 94 1- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning.  129 


1 94 1- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 

pleasant  gold  toning . 59 

1942- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  with 
brilliant  lustre  and  light  gold  toning.  ...  109 


A  much  scarcer  issue  than  conventional  modern 
wisdom  would  suggest. 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 

with  lovely  gold  toning .  79 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.2 1 0 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  59 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  39 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  silver  wartime  composition.  49 

The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture 
of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  lustre.  39 

1943- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  59 

1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  satiny  silver  lustre .  49 

1943-T  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 39 


1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  5^ 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1943-S  MS-66  ( PC  XiS).  An  attractive  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  45 

1943-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  79 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  39 

1 944-  P  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  279 

1944-P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS)  A  brilliant  gem  with 

sharp  design  features .  295 

1944-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  wisps  of 

gold  toning . 99 

1944-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brill  iant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  149 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre .  59 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  52 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  55 

1945-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

light  gold  toning . 45 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1 945 -S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  99 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example 

has  frosty  silver  lustre .  59 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  superb 
gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 

considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS) . 59 

195e)  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Reflective. .  89 
1964  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality.  49 
1994-P  S.M.S.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive .  195 

From  Ron  guth 


In  reading  your  new  book  on 
the  California  Gold  Rush  (fabulous, 
by  the  way),  the  name  of  Heinrich 
Schliemann  jumped  off  the  pages.  1 
enjoyed  reading  your  footnote  that, 
indeed,  this  is  the  same  man  famous 
for  his  archaeological  discoveries  at 
Troy  and  Mycenae.  I  remember,  as 
a  young  hoy,  reading  how  he  was 
able  to  take  clues  from  Homer’s 
“Odyssey”  and  local  legends  and 
turn  them  into  reality. 

At  this  website  is  an  interesting 
biography  that  actually  mentions  his 
trip  to  California,  where  he  made 
a  fortune  as  a  gold-dust  buyer: 
<http://emuseum.  mnsu.edu/ 

informat  ion/b  i  ographv/pqrst/ 

schliemann  heinrich.html 
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Question 
&  Answer 
Forum 


•• 


QThis  past  weekend  I  trav¬ 
eled  to  New  England  for  two 
coin  shows.  On  Sunday  I  at¬ 
tended  the  book  fair  in  Concord  hop¬ 
ing  to  find  early  out  of  print  books  on 
American  coins,  including  the  books 
you  authored.  1  did  not  see  many 
books  on  coins,  however  I  came 
across  a  copy  of  History  of  the  United 
States  Mint  and  American  Coinage 
A  ncieiit  and  Modern, 
new  revised  edition  by 
George  G.  Evans,  Pub¬ 
lisher  1886. The  color  of 
the  covers  is  tuscan  red. 

The  book  is  intact  and  in 
very  nice  condition. 

The  book  was  offered 
at  $40  and  I  purchased 
it  for  $35!  What  a  nice 
addition  to  my  library! 

I  now  have  a  few 
questions.  Are  there 
earlier  and  later  editions  of  this 
book?  Some  time  ago  I  saw  another 
copy  of  this  book  offered  at  a  coin 
show,  and  I  believe  the  covers  were 
black.  Did  George  Evans  publish  any 
other  books? 

For  your  information  I  did  see  two 
of  your  books  offered,  but  1  already 
owned  them:  The  History  of  U.S. 
Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  Qarrett 
Collection  and  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
And  His  Era.  I  also  saw  a  1947  Quide 
Book  offered  at  $250!  I  passed  on  that 
one — rare  and  desirable  enough,  but  a 
hit  pricey  in  my  opinion.  —  Matt  H. 

A  Thank  you  for  your  letter.  The 
Evans  hook  was  published 
through  a  wide  number  of  edi¬ 
tions,  usually  with  the  same  basic  nu¬ 


mismatic  information,  hut  with  differ¬ 
ent  illustrations  and  biographies  at  the 
hack,  depending  on  who  was  occupying 
certain  offices  involved  with  the  Mint 
or  the  Treasury.  The  book,  American 
Numismatic  Literature,  hy  Charles  E. 
Davis  (Quarterman  Publications,  1992), 
lists  many  auction  and  sale  appearances 
for  this  work,  the  earliest  designated  as 
First  Edition  and  dated  1885,  for  which 


2 


A  GUIDE  BOOK 


UNITED  STATES 
COINS 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


TLEUSERATED  HISTORY 

United  States  Mint 


edition  10  listings  were  given,  including 
in  original  cloth  bindings  variously  de¬ 
scribed  as  red,  maroon,  olive  gray,  and 
russet. 

For  the  1886  edition  there  are  three 
listings,  prices  ranging  from  $38.50 
(1983  sale  by  George  Kolbe)  to  $330 
(1991  sale,  but  for  a  volume  “intricately 
decorated,”  apparently  in  a  special  bind¬ 
ing).  The  latest  printing  mentioned  by 
Davis  is  1901. 

I  am  not  aware  that  Evans  actually 
wrote  the  book,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  did.  Certain  illustrations  and 
text  are  identical  to  books  published 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


earlier.  For  antecedents  you  might  want 
to  try  to  track  down  copies  of  Elizabeth 
Bryant  Johnston’s  A  Visit  to  the  Cabinet 
of  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
1876,  and  A.M.  Smith’s  Coins  and 
Coniage,  the  United  States  Mint,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  various  printings  1880  to  1885, 
both  of  which  are  considerably  scarcer 
than  the  Evans-published  book.  How¬ 
ever,  they  are  not  necessarily  expensive, 
with  Charles  Davis  quoting  sales  of  the 
Johnston  book  at  $99  and  $110  and  the 
Smith  book  from  $25.30  (for  a  copy 
with  loose  binding). 

A.M.  Smith  was  a  very  interesting 
individual,  whose  biography  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  present  reply.  Pete 
Smith  (no  kin)  has  written  extensively 
of  his  life,  which  ranged  from  being  a 
coin  dealer  to  operating  a  tavern  and 
selling  exotic  bottled  wines. 

Regarding  Evans,  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  had  even  a  strand  of 
numismatic  DNA.  Basically, 
he  was  a  Philadelphia  book¬ 
seller,  mail-order  promoter, 
and  publisher.  He  even  is¬ 
sued  an  encased  postage 
stamp  circa  1862-1863  (see 
the  Hodden-  Bowers  and/or 
Reed  texts  on  encased  post¬ 
age  for  details).  Evans’  claim  to  fame  was 
as  the  supposed  originator  of  the  “gift 
book”  business,  an  early-day  version  of  a 
“frequent  buyer”  program,  whereby  any¬ 
one  ordering  books  could  accumulate 
prizes.  This  seems  to  have  been  quite  suc¬ 
cessful  in  its  day,  particularly  in  the  1850s 
and  1 860s,  and  was  copied  to  the  extent 
that  another  person  named  Evans  (D.W. 
Evans,  677  Broadway,  New  York  City)  set 
up  a  similar  business,  confusing  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  there  was  some  competition  be¬ 
tween  them  in  print.  Another  Evans 
book  depot  was  opened  in  Boston,  but  as 
I  write  this  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  do  not 
have  appropriate  Boston  trade  directories 
on  hand  to  check  (not  that  it  is  germane 
to  what  you  really  want  to  know! ). 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Mdn  and  His  Era 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  concerning 
any  aspect  of  American  numismatics.  All  will  be 
answered  by  our  staff,  and  selected  questions 
will  be  used  in  this  column. 
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Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Our  selection  of  half  dimes  begins  with  a 
very  worthwhile  example  of  the  1795  Flowing 
Hair  and  continues  to  include  a  number  of  inter¬ 
esting  pieces,  nearly  all  of  which  are  in  Mint 
State. 

Half  Dime  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  ‘work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 .  By  Russell  J. 
Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey.  A  first-class  reference 
by  two  of  numismatics’  most  accomplished  authors. 
Packed  with  great  reading  on  this  obscure  but  fascinat¬ 
ing  series,  not  rehashes  of  “population  reports,”  but 
solid,  useful  information  that  will  appeal  to  anyone 
with  a  sense  of  numismatic  tradition,  history,  art,  and 
technicalities.  293  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BRL-100.  List  $75,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes.  By  A1  Blythe.  Everything  the  interested  collec¬ 
tor  needs  to  know  about  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes, 
including  information  about  die  varieties.  168  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 
LM-10,  V-4 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Second  Date  of  the  Series 


1795  Logan  McCloskey- 10,  Valentine-4.  AU- 

58  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  magenta  ton¬ 
ing  with  splashes  of  blue.  Very  sharply  struck 
in  nearly  all  areas,  remarkably  so,  the  hair 
being  virtually  definitive  for  the  design.  On 
the  obverse  at  left  among  the  stars  are  seen 
some  Mint  caused  planchet  adjustment 
marks,  not  unusual  for  this  or  any  other  sil¬ 


ver  coin  of  the  era . 6,800 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  is  oriented  270°  from  the 
obverse,  instead  of  the  normal  180°.  This  represents 
the  first  year  that  half  dimes  were  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  those  bearing  the  1794  also  being 
struck  in  1795. 

Superb  1834  Half  Dime 
The  Connoisseur’s  Choice 


1834  LM-2,  V-l.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous.  Well  struck  except  for  some 
very  trivial  lightness  at  the  upper  left  of  the 
shield,  scarcely  worth  mentioning  (hardly 
anyone  else  would  say  a  peep!).  A  coin  with 
a  lot  of  “life,”  probably  appearing  today  just 
as  nice  as  it  did  when  it  was  first  minted  so 
long  ago!  A  lovely  coin  that  will  satisfy  the 
half  dime  specialist  as  well  as  anyone  seeking 
a  nice  piece  for  “type.” .  7,900 

1836  Small  5C.  LM-5,  V-6.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Obverse  with  an  attractive  blend  of  light  gray 
toning  and  gunmetal-blue.  Reverse  silver  and 
light  gold.  Extremely  well  struck  on  both 
sides,  an  exceptional  coin  in  this  regard  and 
as  such  a  finer  example  than  usually  seen.  A 
find  for  the  half  dime  specialist .  1,250 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-61  (NGC). 
First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  in  the 
half  dime  series,  and  one  of  just  two  varieties 
(the  other  being  the  scarcer  1838-0)  without 
stars  on  the  obverse.  In  perennial  demand  for 
inclusion  in  type  sets  and,  beyond  that,  nice  to 


have  even  on  a  casual  basis . 675 

1845  AU-53 .  129 


Beautiful  1850-0  Half  Dime 


1850-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen, 
sharply  struck,  with  rich  lustre  overlaid  with 


delicate  golden  toning  and  splashes  of  blue. 
A  treat  to  the  eye,  a  piece  that  will  satisfy  the 
most  particular  old-timer  among  our  clien¬ 
tele,  a  coin  of  classic  quality  decades  ago  and 
also  today.  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  are 
seldom  seen  in  this  combination  of  high  nu¬ 
merical  grade  plus  the  ever  important  aspects 
of  sharp  striking  and  eye  appeal.  A  splendid 
coin! . 3,300 

Gem  1853  With  Arrows  Half  Dime 
1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  Half  dimes  of  this  style  were 
made  beginning  in  spring  1853  following  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853, 
lowering  the  authorized  weight  of  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Previously,  such  pieces  had  not 
been  seen  in  circulation  since  circa  1850,  as 
their  melt-down  value  was  greater  than  their 
face  value.  The  arrows  were  utilized  from 
1853  through  1855  for  the  new  coinage,  af¬ 
ter  which  they  were  dropped,  although  the 
reduced  weight  remained  the  same.  Today, 
the  demand  for  a  specimen  such  as  this  is 
primarily  for  type  set  purposes.  This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  nice  one! .  1,975 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  ivory  lustre . 635 

1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow 
toning  on  obverse  with  peripheral  toning 
on  reverse.  Modified  style  this  year  only 
(with  slightly  slimmer  arms  to  Miss  Lib¬ 


erty,  etc.) . 800 

1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  18,000 
minted . 2,250 


Superb  Mint  State  1863  Half  Dime 

1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  delightful  example  of  this  elusive 
date .  1,095 


How  To  Order 

Call:  800222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bo\v  ersandmerena.com 
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u n ited  States  Dimes  for  Sale 


_ Dimes _ 

Dimes  have  always  been  a  popular  series,  ot¬ 
tering  many  different  types,  die  varieties, 
nuntmark  variations,  and  more.  Our  present  ot¬ 
tering  concentrates  in  the  beginning  with  some 
truly  lovely  Capped  Bust  dimes — and  we  cannot 
help  but  think  once  again  of  the  enthusiasm  ex¬ 
pressed  tor  Capped  Bust  coinage  in  our  recent 
Logan  Collection  sale  in  Baltimore  a  few  months 
ago — and  then  continues  to  later  specialties, 
down  to  the  Roosevelt  issues. 

Dime  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 

and  C olonial  Coins.  An  indispensable  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  work.  As  to  its  desirability,  we  simply  cannot 
imagine  that  anyone  who  spends  more  than,  say, 
$1,000,  for  his  or  her  coin  collection  can  afford  to  he 
without  one!  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  By 
Brian  Greer.  A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and  mintmark 
is  covered,  including  grading,  major  variety  analysis, 
history,  and  scarcity.  185  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BGR-222.  List  $36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes.  By  John  A. 
Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn.  The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  varieties. 
Divided  into  three  important  sections  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties  covered.  1 20  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  hound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302.  List  $29.95,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  RRA-51  1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Early  Dimes 

1814  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (N( X '.) 

Mostly  lustrous  with  light  silver  surfaces  and 

attractive  gray  toning.  Splashes  of  amher  at 

left  obverse . 975 


Choice  1830  Dime 
John  Reich-3 


1830  Medium  10C.  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned  obverse  with  a  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks.  The  surfaces  exhibit  satiny  lustre. 
The  reverse  of  this  example  is  fully  brilliant 
and  pristine  with  slightly  proofhke  fields. 


Graded  separately,  we  would  call  the  reverse 
at  least  MS-66! . 2,695 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  this  variety  is  described 
by  PCGS  as  a  “Medium  10C"  variety,  which  is 
equivalent  to  the  “Large  10C”  variety  described  in  the 
Guide  Book. 

1831  JR-3.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 375 

Gem  Mint  State  1833  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1833  JR-6.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  white 
gem  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  All 
design  elements  are  very  sharply  defined. 
This  die  marriage  is  considered  common, 
except  that  there  are  no  common  1833 
dimes  in  gem  condition.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  not  only  for 
the  die  variety  specialist,  hut  for  date  and 
type  collectors  as  well.  PCGS  has  graded 
just  14  MS-65  examples  of  this  date  and 
only  three  finer . 6,500 

Lustrous  1835  JR-5  Dime 

1835  JR-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  surfaces,  some  contact  marks  typical  for 
the  grade,  sharply  struck,  and  a  coin  with  a 
great  deal  of  “life.”  An  ideal  representative  of 
the  MS-63  category .  1,525 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Delicate 

golden  and  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
The  reverse  is  a  gorgeous  lilac  with  whispers 
of  blue.  A  lovely  example  of  this  date  and 
variety,  ideal  for  the  half  dime  specialist  as 
well  as  for  anyone  looking  for  a  nice  coin  for 
a  type  set . 469 

1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (ANACS).  525 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Dime 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  amazing 
gem  quality  example  of  this  rare  date  with 
fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  sharply  struck.  This  is  a  very  low  mint¬ 
age  issue  w'ith  just  95,000  coins  produced. 
NGC  has  only  certified  15  examples  at  this 
grade  level  with  12  finer . 3,195 

Choice  1855  Dime 
Arrows  at  Date 

1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  well 
struck,  and  quite  attractive,  this  example  will 
fit  nicely  in  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  1853- 

1855  motif  with  arrows  at  date .  1,740 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  Proof  example  with  considerable  eye 
appeal.  An  outstanding  example  that  is  sure 
to  please .  1,095 


Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892 
and  continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is 
eminently  collectible — except  for  the  rare  1894- 
S.  All  of  the  others  range  from  readily  available 
to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to  mar¬ 
ket  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we  offer 
a  selection  of  interesting  pieces. 

Cameo  Proof  1892  Dime 
1892  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  exception¬ 
ally  attractive  cameo  with  brilliant  silver 
devices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Just  a 
trace  of  toning  is  noted.  If  you  have  been 
searching  for  just  the  right  Barber  dime  tor 
your  type  collection,  we  recommend  a  quick 
phone  call  to  get  this  example  on  its  journey 

to  your  mailbox .  1 ,650 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  satiny 

lustre . 279 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  coin  for  the 

date  or  type  collector . 279 

1 892 -S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Silver  surfaces  with 
some  hints  of  gold,  scarce  in  this  grade.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue .  245 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  very  faint  champagne  toning 
over  brilliant  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue.  ..  729 

1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains.  A  lovely  specimen,  sharply  struck, 
with  silver  surfaces  mixed  with  hints  of  gold. 
The  1894-0  can  he  called  rare  at  any  AU  or 
finer  level,  in  fact  it  can  be  called  the  same 
in  VF  or  EF.  There  really  are  not  many 
specimens  around  except  well  worn. ...  735 

Mint  State  1895  Barber  Dime 

1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  few  hints  of 
light  brown  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous.  The  1895  Barber  dime  is  the  rarest 
Philadelphia  Mint  circulation  strike  issue  of  this 
design.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have  a  Mint 
State  piece  to  offer,  and  even  less  frequently  do 
we  have  one  at  this  high  MS-64  level. ..  1,775 

Pedigreed  to  the  Law  Collection,  per  the  PC GS 
holder.  No  further  information  is  available  regarding 
this  collection. 

Mint  State  1895-S  Dime  Rarity 


1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  subliminal  toning.  A  scarce  and  popular 
issue.  This  example  ranks  very  high  among 
known  examples  of  the  issue.  It  is  a  “look  at 
it  and  you  will  want  to  own  it"  type  of  coin, 
it  is  that  nice! .  2,700 
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1895- S  EF  45  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  ''till  re¬ 
mains.  A  “high  end”  EF-45 .  195 

1896- 0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 

with  some  lustre  in  protected  areas.  A  tew 
splashes  of  gold  toning  around  the  borders. 
A  key  date  in  the  Barber  series . 495 

1897- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustre  still  remains  in 

protected  areas.  A  very  nice  EF-45!  Scarce 
so  tine,  and  to  our  way  of  thinking,  unbeliev - 
ably  inexpensive .  150 

1898- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains .  195 

1899- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Light  gray  with  iri¬ 
descent  peripheral  toning .  199 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  especially  on  the  obverse. 
Sharply  struck.  Delicate  champagne  toning 
overall.  A  simply  gorgeous  piece . 495 

Cameo  Proof  1901  Dime 

1901  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  Proof  with  desirable  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Fully  brilliant  with  amazing  cameo 
contrast .  1,650 

1901  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  impressive  cameo 
Proof  with  ivory  lustre  at  central  obverse  and 


reverse,  highlighted  by  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence . 950 

Choice  1901-0  Barber  Dime 
1 90 1-0  MS-64  (NGC  .).  An  outstanding  example, 
sharply  struck  and  with  satiny  white  lustre. 
Although  from  a  relatively  high  mintage  in 
excess  of  five  million  coins,  very  few  survivors 

remain  in  MS-60  or  finer  quality . 1 ,950 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
light  brown  and  gold  toning  accented  by  a 

few  splashes  of  blue.  Fairly  scarce .  365 

Although  the  casual  reader  might  he  skeptical  that  a 
$365  coin  minted  in  the  20th  century  can  he  called  scarce 
or  rare,  the  fact  is  that  pieces  at  this  level  are  few  and  far 
between  in  comparison  to  the  demand  for  them.  If  with  an 
unlimited  budget  someone  sought  to  purchase  every  MS- 
62  and  MS-63  1903-Odime  coming  on  the  market  within 
a  given  year,  probably  the  total  obtained,  in  certified 
holders,  could  be  comfortable  held  in  one  hand. 

1907-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  lustre  and  sharp  design  features. 
Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue  are  quite 

elusive . 659 

1908  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  lustre  with 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this 
gem . 625 


1 908- 1 )  MS-64  ( NC  it  )  A  m  .in  <•  1  'em  <  i  Mini 

issue  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  light  gold 
toning . 620 

1909- D  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen 

with  much  lustre  remaining .  195 

Gem  1910-S  Barber  Dime 


1910-S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extraordinarily  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  trace  of  amber  toning 
is  noted  along  the  borders.  A  scarce  date,  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  in  gem  quality .  2,100 

1910-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  Light  gray  toning  over  basically  bright 

silver  surfaces .  315 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on 
obverse.  Dark  gray  toning  on  reverse  from 

4:00  -  8:00 .  1 1 5 

191 2-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous, 

the  fields  being  somewhat  satiny.  Needle-sharp 
strike.  A  delightful  example  of  the  191 2-S 
dime,  a  coin  combining  superb  eye  appeal 
with  relatively  high  numerical  grade  and  very 
reasonable  current  market  price .  490 

Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  interesting  and 
desirable  Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high 
quality,  including  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many 
nice  examples  from  the  1930s  to  1945.  A  date 
and  mintmark  collection  toward  the  end  of 
the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  as¬ 
sembled  for  very  low  cost,  including  beautiful 
Mint  State  pieces. 


Superb  Gem  1916  Mercury  Dime 
Remarkable  MS-68  FB 


1916  Mercury  MS-68  FB  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen.  Not 
at  all  a  rare  date,  but  certainly  elusive  at 
this  incredibly  high  NGC  certification 
level  . 3,950 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  310 

1916  Mercury'.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

very  light  toning . 89 

1917  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  105 

1917- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 480 

1918- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre . 629 


SCRAMBLE  FOR  PENNIES! 


This  item  appeared  in  Banker's 
Magazine  in  November  1862: 

Large  Coinage  of  Cents— There  was 
coined  at  the  United  States  Mint,  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  month  of  July, 
$69,520  in  double  eagles,  and  $52,400 
in  quarter  eagles;  being  a  total  coinage  of 
gold  of  $  1 2 1 ,920.  The  silver  coinage  was 
$5,000  in  dollar  pieces,  and  $13,200  in 
quarter  dollar  pieces;  a  total  of  $18,200. 

The  great  feature  of  the  month  was 
the  heavy  manufacture  of  cents,  of 
which  three  millions  six  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  were  made,  of  the  value  of  $36,000. 
The  total  value  of  the  coinage  of  the 
month  is  $176,120,  covering,  in  all, 
3,682,236  pieces.  There  was  a  great  rush 
to  the  mint  to  procure  cents. 


The  North  American  says: 

“At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
there  were  not  less  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  boys  and  men,  and  thirty- 
one  young  ladies  and  girls,  awaiting  a 
supply  of  pennies.  The  boys  and  men 
carried  shot  bags,  cigar-boxes,  bas¬ 
kets,  and  all  sorts  of  contrivances  in 
which  to  carry  off  the  much-needed 
coin.  The  girls  principally  carried 
neat  baskets.  When  the  distribution 
came  to  be  made,  the  girls  were  first 
served,  to  the  intense  chagrin  of  the 
men,  who  had  been  standing  on  a 
single  foot,  alternately,  upon  the  side¬ 
walk,  for  two  or  three  hours.  The  men 
and  hoys  were  not  attended  to  until 
the  last  girl  had  departed.” 
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1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre . 695 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  champagne.  145 


Sharp  1920-S  Mercury  Dime 
Full  Bands 

1920-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Very  brilliant  and 
very  lustrous,  no  doubt  as  it  appeared  on  the 
day  it  was  struck.  Some  lightness  ot  impres¬ 
sion  around  the  reverse  rim  and  at  the  base 
of  the  mintmark.  This  is  not  an  item  for  the 
connoisseur,  but  someone  “buying  the 
holder”  might  well  like  it.  That  said,  this 
piece  is  equal  to  many  ot  its  brethren  classi¬ 
fied  as  MS-64  full  bands . 2,100 

1923  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  lovely  peripheral  toning.  240 
1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  quality 

with  brilliant  white  lustre .  595 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Fairly 
decent  strike,  about  as  well  struck  as  one  can 
get  without  entering  the  Full  Split  Bands 

designation.  Nice! . 460 

1927  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1928-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  1,750 
1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light 

gold  toning . 329 

1929- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  champagne  toning.  An  absolutely 
splendid  example  of  this  issue  from  the  late 
1920s.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  but  this  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  numerical  grade  and  superb  eye 
appeal  is  not  easy  to  find . 595 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 610 


Gem  1931-S  Dime 
Full  Bands 

1931-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  and  thoroughly  desir¬ 
able.  Low  mintage  variety .  2,275 


Impressive  1934  Mercury  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1934  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  an 

attractive  matte  characteristic.  A  few  whis¬ 
pers  of  golden  toning.  Among  the  highest 
certified  grades  of  this  date . 3,900 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

1934- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  195 

1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  125 

Superb  1935-S  Mercury  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1935- S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  light  gold  toning.  Among  the  high¬ 


est  certified  at  this  date  and  mint .  1,650 

PCGS  Population:  33;  none  finer. 

An  early  impression  from  the  die  pair,  with  some 
interesting  raised  die  finish  lines  visible  under 
magnification. 

1935-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 270 


Gem  Proof  1936  Dime 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces.  Scarcest  of  the  Proof  Mercury 
dimes  minted  1936-1942,  an  interesting  set 
to  put  together . 2,400 


Lovely  Proof  1936  Dime 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces.  A  high  quality  example 
of  the  scarcest  of  the  Proof  Mercury  dimes. 
Just  right  for  a  choice  set .  1,550 

1936-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous . 379 

1936-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant .  150 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

on  the  periphery . 85 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  iridescent  toning .  130 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  lus¬ 
tre . 50 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 405 

1939- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  very  nice  example .  725 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 880 

PCGS  Population:  219;  9  finer  (all  Proof-68). 

1942/1  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 
with  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold 
toning . 875 

1942/1  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 
with  considerable  lustre .  799 

1942/1  VF-35  (PCGS).  Natural  deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 435 

1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  Light  lilac  surfaces  with 

splashes  of  gold  around  the  borders  and  with 
light  mottled  gray  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  A 
pristine  coin  that  has  never  been  dipped  or 
improved . 795 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 405 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 405 


Roosevelt  dimes  

Roosevelt  dimes  are  quite  popular  today,  and 
justifiably  so.  Minted  since  1946,  the  series  con¬ 
tains  dozens  of  different  date  and  mintmark 
varieties,  none  of  which  is  out  of  the  reach  of 
even  a  beginning  collector — who  can  comfort¬ 
ably  put  together  a  set  in  such  excellent  grades  as 


MS-63  to  MS-65,  or,  even  in  “ultra”  grade-*  of 
MS-66  and  MS-67,  some  of  the  latter  being  of¬ 
fered  here. 

1946-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1951  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 79 

1953-D  MS-67  (PCGS) . 205 

1953-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
touch  of  very  light  champagne  toning.  ..  29 

1954- S  MS-67  (PCGS) .  175 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  slightly  prootlike 

with  brilliant  lustre . 39 

1959  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS) . '...  129 

1959- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  129 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 


200  Pieces 


The  twenty-cent  piece  was  the  shortest  lived 
of  all  regular  United  States  coin  denominations. 
Although  mintage  extended  from  1875  to  1878, 
most  were  released  only  in  the  first  year,  1875. 
This  denomination,  a  “good  idea”  at  the  outset, 
lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  amidst  complaints 
that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with  the 
nearly  identical  quarter  dollar. 

Twenty-Cent  Piece  Reference: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Coloirial  Coins.  The  section  on  twenty-cent  pieces 
is  necessarily  short,  but  essential  reading — all  a  part  of 
this  worthwhile  volume.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Mint  State  1875  Twenty  Cent  Piece 
Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  Issue 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces 
with  peripheral  rose  toning.  The  first  issue  of 
this  very  short-lived  series,  with  circulation 
strike  coinage  only  minted  for  two  years. 
Among  all  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  only 
the  1875  San  Francisco  Mint  coin  can  be 
considered  common.  This  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  is  seldom  seen  in  choice  or  gem  Mint 

State  quality .  1,950 

1875  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  gray .  139 

Gem  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 


1875-S  Breen-3875.  “$”  Variety.  MS-65 
(NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty  white  lus- 
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tre  and  sharp  design  features.  This  example 
has  a  recut  mintmark,  the  small  S  first  tilted 
to  the  left,  then  punched  in  the  proper  up¬ 
right  position.  A  very  popular  variety.  4,500 
1875-S  EF-40.  Natural  medium  gray .  189 

One  of  these  days  we  will  have  to  recount  the  story 
of  Louise  and  the  curious  twenty-cent  pieces  brought 
to  her  by  a  local  lady — and  which  were  almost  turned 


into  a  hank  for  face  value! 

1875-S  VF-25.  Light  gray  surfaces .  129 

1875-S  VF-20.  Light  silvery  gray  surfaces.  .  109 

1875-S  VG-10.  A  pleasing  example . 89 

1876  Net  VF-35.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  how¬ 
ever,  lightly  cleaned .  239 


1876  VF-30.  Light  gray  with  hints  of  toning.219 

Proof  1878  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
1878  Proof-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Proof  with 
slight  cameo  contrast  and  outstanding  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 2,280 


Quarter  dollars 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  quarter  dollars 
commencing  well  into  the  denomination,  with 
1838,  and  from  that  point  continuing  to  include 
a  number  of  beautiful  and  desirable  Barber  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  and  the  ever  popular  Washington 
issues.  Use  our  selection  to  add  to  your  collec¬ 
tion  or  to  begin  ci'new  specialty. 

Quarter  Dollar  References 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  What  else  can  we  say  about  this 
book?  Perhaps  this:  we  cannot  imagine  any  serious 
buyer  of  United  States  coins  without  this  dandy  vol¬ 
ume.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Barber  Quarters.  By 
David  Lawrence.  A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  die?  These 
questions  and  more  are  answered  in  this  guide.  126 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters.  By  J.H.  Cline.  A  com¬ 
prehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert  (whose  breathtaking  beautiful  refer¬ 
ence  collection  we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few'  years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book:  An  Attri¬ 
bution  and  Pricing  Quide.  By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D.  A 
must  for  the  specialist  and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is  listed  with  all  you 
need  for  enjoyable  and  accurate  attribution.  240  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BWI-400.  List  $40, 
before  your  discount. 

The  Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled 
Die  Varieties.  By  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn. 
Features  1  39  of  the  most  desirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  descriptions,  cross-refer¬ 


enced  information,  values,  rarity,  and  more.  The  title, 
“best  of,”  sounds  like  a  music  disc — "the  best  of  so-and- 
so,  not  available  in  stores.’  Perhaps  more  "best  of” 
numismatic  titles  are  in  the  offing?  186  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95, 
before  your  discount. 

United  States  t  lad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook.  By 

Kenneth  Bressett.  Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs,  and 
more.  90  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR- 
555.  List  $4.99,  before  your  discount  (although,  don’t 
you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  already?) 

Early  Quarters 


Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 


1838  Capped  Bust.  Browning- 1.  MS-63 

(NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  white 
lustre.  This  sharply  struck  example  is  a  fine 
representative  of  the  final  Capped  Bust  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  issue . 2,495 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  dark  gray  ton¬ 
ing .  165 

Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  extremely  pleasing 

example,  sharply  struck  with  attractive  satin 
lustre.  Faint  traces  of  champagne  toning  are 
noted  on  each  side.  PCGS  has  only  graded  14 
examples  at  this  numeric  level,  along  with  six 
finer  coins  ranging  up  to  MS-67 . 2,100 

Lovely  Proof  1 862  Quarter  Dollar 

1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
A  lovely  specimen  of  this  Civil  War  issue. 
Quality  coins  such  as  this  offer  a  great  deal  of 
value .  1,425 

Mint  State  1870  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 


frosty  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  fea- 
tures.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of 
just  86,400  circulation  strikes.  The  present 
example  is  tied  with  one  other  (or  the  grade, 
and  with  only  six  finer  examples  certified  by 

PCGS .  3,100 

Marvelous  Gem  1874-S  Quarter 
Arrows  at  Date 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck,  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a  treat  to  the 
eye.  Indeed,  what  more  could  be  asked?  This 
delightful,  sparkling  little  gem  is  probably 
from  a  small  group  of  coins  that  came  to  light 
a  number  of  decades  ago,  discussed  at  some 
length  in  Dave  Bowers’  American  Com  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards  (a  copy  of  which  is  yours 
gratis  if  you  order  this  coin.  If  not  you  might 
want  to  acquire  it  from  our  Publications  De¬ 
partment).  Such  pieces,  never  common  to 
begin  with,  are  not  very  widely  dispersed,  and 
only  occasionally  do  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
having  one  for  sale.  The  present  coin  fully 
answers  the  demand  for  superb  quality  while 
at  the  same  time  fits  nicely  into  a  type  set  of 
United  States  coins,  illustrating  the  1873- 
1874  style  with  arrows  at  date  and  motto  on 
reverse . 4,500 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1875  Quarter 


1875  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  one  of 
the  very:  finest  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
we  have  handled.  This  is  a  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  exceptional  cameo  contrast . 3,240 

Brilliant  Gem  1877  Quarter 


1877  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus 
tre.  A  splendid  example  of  this  issue,  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen.  2,900 
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United  States  Quarters  for  Sale 


Under  magnification  some  very  delicate  die  cracks 
can  be  seen  around  part  ol  the  obverse  and  part  ut  the 
reverse  borders. 


Gem  1878  Quarter 

1878  MS-65  (PUGS).  Gorgeous  gold  toning  on 
the  periphery  frames  lustrous  surfaces.  2,600 

Lovely  Gem  1890  Quarter  Dollar 


1890  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  sensational  gem 
example  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully 
brilliant  lustre.  This  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur  and  is  certain  to  please  any 
collector .  3,250 

Barber  Quarters 

Barber  quarters,  minted  from  1892  to  1916, 
have  always  been  popular  with  us  and  with  our 
clients,  too.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
we  present  only  a  few  (weep! )  really  nice  pieces, 
although  we  would  like  to  have  more.  Sell  us 
some!  Please! 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satin  lustre . 740 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
at  this  grade  level  with  extraordinarily  sharp 
design  features.  Fully  brilliant  obverse  with 
bright  silver  lustre.  The  reverse  lustre  is  sub¬ 
dued  by  golden  brown  toning . 695 


Amazing  1896-0  Quarter  Dollar 
The  Single  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1896-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
overall,  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  which  in 
itself  says  a  lot.  A  few  scattered  marks  are 
seen  on  the  jaw  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  there  is 
some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  obverse  stars, 
the  last  not  unusual  for  1896-0.  A  coin  that 
will  be  just  right  for  anyone  putting  together 
a  very  high-grade  set  of  this  series.  For  many 
years  the  1896-0  has  been  recognized  as  a 
key  issue  in  high  grades,  not  as  famous  as  the 
rarer  1896-S,  but  still  very  important  in  its 
own  right.  As  noted,  this  is  the  finest  seen  by 
["  '  S5  .  1 1,500 

Pf  X iS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Mint  State  1 896-0  Quarter 

1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  exceptional  satiny  lustre.  This  is  an  elu¬ 
sive  issue  in  Mint  State  quality.  Certain  to 
please  the  specialist.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that,  in  all  Mint  State  grades,  this  issue  has 
exactly  the  same  PCGS  population  as  its  more 
expensive  cousin,  the  1896-S  issue .  1,875 

Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters  in¬ 
cludes  several  highly  important  issues,  especially 
in  regard  to  seldom  seen  high  grades. 


Brilliant  Gem  1917  Type  1  Quarter 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Gorgeous 

frosty  lustre.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue. 
Not  a  rarity  by  any  means,  but  certainly  de¬ 
lightful  to  own  and  beautiful  to  contem¬ 
plate . 1,950 

1918  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  The  head,  while  not 
full,  is  quite  well  struck  and  closely  challenges 
the  FH  designation.  A  splendid  specimen  at 
the  assigned  grade . 625 


Watch  your 
Collection  Grow  ! 


Coin  collecting  has  been  called 
the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  And, 
the  greatest  way  to  enjoy  the  great¬ 
est  of  all  hobbies  is  by  becoming  a 
regular  client  of  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries.  We  will  do  our  best 
to  make  every  trans¬ 
action  you  have 
with  us  enjoy¬ 
able.  If  there  is 
something  spe¬ 
cial  we  can  do, 
just  ask. 

And,  as  always, 
we  believe  knowl¬ 
edge  is  the  key  to 
success.  Be  sure 
not  to  miss  the 
book  section 
in  this  issue. 
You’ll  find  it 
on  pages 

72-76. 


1918-D  AU-58.  A  brilliant  example  with  nearly 
complete  lustre .  175 

Superb  1923  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1923  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  condition  rarity  of  the 
date,  lustrous  and  attractive,  although  not 

with  the  full  head  designation .  1 ,750 

PCGS  Population:  1 1;  2  finer  (both  MS-67  FH) 
1926  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and 
frosty.  Head  details  very  sharp,  although  not 
quite  full.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this 

later  date . 575 

1928-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  splashes  of  lovely  iridescent  toning  along 
the  borders,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Quite 
sharply  struck  with  two-thirds  head  detail 
visible.  A  few  shield  rivets  are  poorly  defined 
as  usual . 939 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  ivory  lustre  and  very  light  peripheral 
iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  very  nearly 
qualifying  as  full  head . 695 

1929- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant  and  natural  light 
silver  lustre  accented  by  splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  toning  about  the  peripheries.  Typical 
strike  with  approximately  half  of  the  head 
details  visible.  A  few  shield  rivets  are  lack¬ 
ing  detail . 839 

Washington  Quarters^ 

We  have  always  liked  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  over  the  years  we  have  offered 
many  of  them  for  sale  and  have  written  ex¬ 
tensively  about  the  different  peculiarities 
and  other  aspects.  The  issuance  of  state  re¬ 
verse  quarters,  including  the  2000  New 
Hampshire  (in  which  we  played  a  small 
part),  has  propelled  this  denomination  into 
the  forefront  of  interest. 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue. ...  459 
1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

lilac  toning . 85 

1932-D  EF-45  (ICG).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 269 

Choice  Mint  State  1932-S  Quarter 

1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1,495 

1932-S  AU-58  (ICG).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  virtually  full  lustre . 329 

1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  VF-35  (PCGS).  130 
1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  ..  85 
1934  Doubled  Die  obverse.  F-12  (PCGS).  ..  70 
1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  mottled  golden  toning  on  the  obverse, 
blended  golden  and  brown  toning  on  the 
reverse.  A  very  attractive  example  of  an 
early  Denver  Mint  quarter  dollar  that  is 
somewhat  more  elusive  than  generally  ap¬ 
preciated . 495 
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19 M'D  MS-64  (NGf  ).  1  hghly  attractive  with 
bright  silver  lustre.  A  scarce  issue . 495 

1936-D  MS-65  ( IX  X  »S).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
tew  scattered  marks  are  seen,  consistent  with 
the  MS-65  grade.  A  very  attractive  example  of 

this  key  issue,  a  condition  rarity .  1 ,300 

In  1936  the  attention  of  numismatists  was  focused 
upon  commemorative  half  dollars  which  were 
undergoing  a  boom.  Not  much  notice  was  paid  toother 
things  going  on,  including  the  advent  of  Proof  sets  (the 
first  since  1916)  and  the  production  of  current  coinage 
tor  circulation.  The  mint  reports  indicated  a  high 
production  for  the  1936-D  quarter,  and  thus  few 
bothered  to  save  them.  Later,  it  was  realized  that  in  gem 
Mint  State  the  1936-D  was  a  rarity,  although  circulated 
specimens  could  he  found  in  abundance. 

1936-S  MS-64  (FCGS).  Satiny  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 279 

1936-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  199 

1941- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and 

frosty.  A  whisper  of  attractive  toning  is 
seen . 69 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bright  silver  surfaces 
with  mirrored  fields  and  just  a  trace  of  cameo 
contrast . 206 

1942- D  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  VF-30.  Light  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces . 399 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  toning  over 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces .  130 


Love  Those 
Error  25^! 

J. M.  writes: 

A  couple  of  months  ago  your 
firm  started  the  State  Quarter  Er¬ 
ror  Club.  1  joined  the  club  at  the 
$100  level. 

After  further  discussion  with  my 
wife  she  in  turn  wanted  to  join.  1 
told  her  it  would  be  better  to  join  at 
the  $200  level  instead.  After  dis¬ 
cussing  this  with  your  staff  it  was 
decided  that  I  would  rather  have 
more  dramatic  errors  versus  higher- 
grade  errors. 

To  my  surprise  today  on  my 
birthday  a  delivery  came  to  my 
house  containing  a  clamshell  error 
of  70%  on  a  Vermont  state  quarter. 
I  have  seen  this  type  of  error  only  in 
print  in  my  35  or  so  years  of  collect¬ 
ing!  What  a  joy  it  is  to  own  this 
dramatic  error!  I  just  wanted  to 
thank  you  and  your  staff  for  the 
wonderful  job-keeping  collectors 
like  myself  happy  over  the  years. 
Keep  up  the  good  work  from  one 
very  happy  collector.” 

Joseph  M. 


194 3-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  (IX  GS). 
Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  lustre.  1  doubling 

is  most  readily  seen  on  the  motto . 1,195 

1941-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Bright  silver  lustre .  319 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 49 

1947- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  light  gold 

toning .  59 

1950  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  150 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  99 
1950-D/D  Doubled  Die  reverse.  FS-020.  MS-63 

(ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  minor  reverse 
doubled  die  most  noticeable  among  the  lower 
details,  especially  the  eagle’s  claws .  79 

1950-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 49 

1950-S/D  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  with  a  splash  of 
heather  toning  on  the  reverse . 375 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  fully 

brilliant . 39 

1 95 3-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  subtle 

toning . 99 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  touch  of 

pale  gold  at  the  rims .  1 19 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example . 269 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

Washington  Quarter 
mint  Errors 


“State  Reverse”  Coins 

1 999- P  Connecticut.  10%  Double  clip.  MS- 

63 . 189 

1999-D  Connecticut.  4%  Double  clip.  MS- 

60 . 149 

1999-D  Connecticut.  Broadstruck.  MS-63. .  35 
1999-D  Delaware.  4%  Clip  with  strong  partial 

collar.  MS-63 .  189 

1999-P  Georgia.  9%  Double  clip.  MS-60.  .  149 
1999-P  New  Jersey.  12%  Off-center.  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 250 

1999-P  New  Jersey.  10%  Off-center.  MS-64 
(PCGS) . 215 

1999- P  New  Jersey.  5%  Straight  clip  with  partial 

collar.  MS-60 .  279 

2000- P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-center 
at  12:00.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  185 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  89 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  79 
2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  69 

2000- D  New  1  lampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 

MS-64-  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant 
with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces .  49 

200 1- P  New  York.  Double  struck.  Second 

strike  50%  off-center.  MS-63 .  695 


2001 -P  North  Carolina.  Struck  5%  off-center 


MS-65  (PCGS) .  169 

2001  -  P  North  Carolina.  5%  off-center  MS 
63 . 99 

2001 - P  Vermont.  5%  off-center.  MS-63.  ...  159 

2002 - P  Ohio.  8%  Double  Clip.  MS-63 .  295 


Half  dollars 

Our  listing  of  half  dollars  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  commences  with  two  terv  in¬ 
teresting  die  varieties  of  1  795  and  continues  to 
include  desirable  pieces  from  the  next  two  cen¬ 
turies.  There  are  many  new  purchases,  excellent 
values,  and  other  items  meriting  your  interest. 

Half  Dollar  References  of  Value 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  C oins.  Includes  much  on  half  dollars.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RBR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  By  Al  C. 

Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley.  The  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  series,  a  “must  have”  book.  Photographs  of 
die  varieties  included  new  discovery  pieces  and  are 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100.  List  $59.95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Burlier  Coinage. 

By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  RLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars.  By 
Rick  Tomaska.  The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by-date  analy¬ 
sis,  plus  grading  information,  rarity  estimates,  and 
more.  240  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BTO-100.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book.  By  James  Wiles, 
Ph  D.  Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  including 
repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications,  major  die 
breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No.  BW1-202.  List  $40,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  dollars 


Popular  1  795  Half  Dollar  Variety 
STATES  over  STETES 
1795  A  over  E  in  STATES.  Overton-1 1  3.  E- 

1  5  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  representative  of  this  curious  and 
highly  fascinating  die  variety  of  1795,  an 

engraving  wonder .  1 ,600 

The  engraver  first  cut  STETES  in  the  reverse  die, 
realized  his  error,  and  overpunched  the  egregious  first 
E  with  a  correct  A. 

Obverse  from  fairly  late  die  state  showing  extensive 
cracks  among  the  stars  and  near  the  borders, 
commencing  with  star  1 2  and  continuing  past  star  1  5 
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U n  ited  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


1795  Doubled  Date.  0-1  12.  G-6  (NGC). 
Smooth,  even  wear.  Light  silver  gray 
color . 639 

Thu.  is  one  ot  the  more  famous  obverse  diesot  the  era. 
The  first  date  was  cut  too  low  (not  sharply  defined  on  the 
present  specimen),  and  then  repunched  in  a  higher  and 
more  pleasing  position.  The  same  obverse  was  also  used  in 
combination  with  the  famous  THREE  LEAVES  reverse. 

Capped  Bust  half  Dollars 

1808  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

golden  toning . 485 

1818/7  0-101.  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning 

surrounding  lustrous  devices .  895 

1822  0-1 10a.  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Pale  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  nearly  full  lustre . 475 

Mint  State  1832  Half  Dollar 
1832  Small  Letters.  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  frosty  white  obverse  and 
light  gold  toned  reverse .  1,750 


Gem  1834  0-109  Half  Dollar 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1834  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  0-109.  MS- 

65  (NGC).  Silver  surfaces  with  much  lustre, 
accented  by  splashes  of  gold  and  electric  blue. 
Well  struck  on  nearly  all  areas  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  the  exceptions  being  trivial.  De¬ 
lightful  from  any  and  all  aspects . 6,800 

Desirable  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  medium  silver  gray  sur¬ 


faces.  A  coin  with  a  rich  history,  represent¬ 
ing,  among  other  things,  the  first  steam 
coinage  of  the  half  dollar  denomination 
(cents  had  been  coined  by  steam-powered 
presses  since  the  spring,  but,  to  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  no  silver  coins  had  been.  In  December 
the  famous  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  would  be 

coined  this  way.) .  1,380 

1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  light  champagne  toning. 
A  popular  issue  and  the  only  collectible  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  among 
coins  of  this  design.  Ever  popular  variety  with 
mintmark  on  the  obverse .  1,280 

Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
includes  choice  and  interesting  Mint  State  issues 
and  popular  types. 

1842  Small  Date.  AU-55  (AN ACS).  Light 
silver  lustre  with  attractive  peripheral 
toning . 419 

Mint  State  1853  Half  Dollar 
1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  The  only  year  of  the  design 
type  combining  arrows  on  the  obverse  and 
rays  on  the  reverse,  struck  pursuant  to  the 

Act  of  February  21,  1853 .  2,275 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck, 
and  quite  lustrous.  Some  normal  contact 
marks  in  the  field  for  the  grade,  but  with  ex¬ 
cellent  overall  visual  appeal .  750 

Lovely  Proof  1858  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Proof  Rarity 

1858  Proof-62  (NGC).  Evenly  toned  in  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  hues.  A  splendid  example, 
for  the  grade,  of  the  date  that  furnishes  the 
traditional  jumping-off  spot  for  a  collection 


Matt  h.  is  Keeping  Busy! 


Dear  Dave  and  all  at  B&M: 

I  loved  the  feature  on  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  web  site,  “Coin  Collecting 
News  and  Views,”  version  of  August  23. 
In  fact,  I  read  your  commentary  three 
times!  Why  did  I  read  it  three  times?  If  I 
had  to  write  this  same  commentary,  ev¬ 
ery  thought,  feeling,  and  emotion  that  I 
have  about  numismatics  was  to  me  ex¬ 
pressed  perfectly  by  you.  I  could  have 
not  done  better. 


By  the  way  I  just  received  your  lat¬ 
est  book,  More  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins.  You  have  a  way  of  making 
things  so  special.  I  am  still  reading 
your  California  Gold  Rush  book.  A 
number  of  your  books  in  my  library 
have  book  markers  in  them  and  some 
of  your  books  I  have  read  more  than 
once! 

Sincerely, 

Matt  H. 


ot  Liberty  Seated  halves  (although  earlier- 
dated  Proofs  exist,  there  are  not  enough  to 
collect  them  systematically  with  any  hope  ot 

completion) .  1,700 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  cameo.  Rare 
Civil  War  year  Proot  issue.  Relatively  tew 
exist  today .  1,120 

Choice  Mint  State  1861  Half  Dollar 
1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  example 
of  this  Civil  War  issue  with  brilliant  silvery 
white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal.  Just  shy  of  gem 
level  due  to  a  few  taint  hairlines  on  the 

reverse . 2>295 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

silver  lustre . 685 

1866  With  Motto.  MS-61  (ANACS).  First  year 
of  issue  for  the  With  Motto  design  type,  and 
an  attractive  example.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
light  peripheral  iridescent  toning .  750 

Rare  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Highly  de¬ 
sirable  with  attractive  light  gold  toning  over 
pale  gray  surfaces.  Considerable  lustre  re¬ 
mains . 2,195 

Desirable  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  and 

pleasing  light  gray  surfaces.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  key  issue — a  specialist’s  delight.  1,995 

Mint  State  1874  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Nicely  struck.  Always  in  demand  tor 

typesets .  1,282 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Silvery  surfaces 
are  mostly  brilliant.  Nearly  all  lustre  remains. 
Sharply  struck,  and,  all  told,  a  very  desirable 
example  at  the  AU  level.  Of  everlasting  ap¬ 
peal  for  type  set  purposes . 675 


Pleasing  1874-CC  Half  Dollar 


1874-CC  EF-45.  An  attractive  and  desirable 
example  with  light  gray  surfaces  and  traces  ot 
lustre.  Very  lightly  cleaned,  but,  as  you  might 
expect,  sent  to  you  with  a  money-back  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction . 2,795 

BARBER  HALF  DOLLARS 

1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fields  are 
mostly  brilliant.  Well  struck  and  quite  attrac- 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2003 


38 


Rare  Coin  Review  *\  5 1 


United  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


tive.  Contact  marks  are  mostly  on  the  por¬ 
trait  (where  they  are  normally  found  due  to 
the  relief  of  this  feature) .  535 

Gem  1894-S  Half  Dollar 
1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  example  is  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  full  hair  details 
over  Liberty’s  head  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments  on  the  reverse.  The  devices  on  both 
sides  are  lustrous  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
A  lovely  example  with  considerable  eye  ap¬ 
peal .  1,495 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  and  quite  proof' 
like.  In  fact,  if  this  were  a  Morgan  dollar  it 
would  he  called  PL  at  the  least,  possibly  DPL. 
A  lovely  and  thoroughly  worthwhile  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date,  mint,  and  grade. ...  1,200 
1902-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden 
toning  with  splashes  of  blue.  Some  lines  on 
the  portrait  account  for  the  grade  but  the 
lustre  in  the  fields  is  more  characteristic  of  an 
MS-63  or  better .  1,080 

Cameo  Proof  1909  Half  Dollar 
1909  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  delicate  champagne  toning  give 
way  to  splashes  of  gold  at  the  borders — just 
the  kind  of  coin  the  connoisseur  will  gravi¬ 
tate  toward.  A  yuly  lovely  specimen  of  this 
scarce  Proof  issue,  a  find  for  its  fortunate  next 


owner .  1,995 

1909  VF-25 . 95 


191 3-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Mottled  light  golden 
toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  this  later  issue  in  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series.  Among  MS-61  coins  this  is 
certainly  a  delight — would  that  all  MS-61 
examples  were  this  nice!  A  special  value  in 
our  opinion . 600 

Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  that  have  been 
particular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1916-1947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all 
particular,  we  know  you  will  be  delighted  with 
the  pieces  offered  herewith.  As  a  collecting  sug¬ 
gestion,  start  by  building  a  date  and  mint  set 
from  1933  to  1947,  then  acquire  earlier  issues  as 
appropriate. 

We  have  been  buying  intensely,  and  this 
listing  includes  many  truly  fine  pieces — each 
hand  selected  for  quality.  Our  holdings  empha¬ 
size  the  popular  issues  of  the  1930s  and  1940s, 
but  some  really  outstanding  earlier  issues  are 
showcased  as  well. 

And,  if  you  really  like  these,  how  about  sign¬ 
ing  up  with  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to 
buy  these  on  approval  from  us  via  regular  ship¬ 
ments?  In  the  wide  world  of  collectibles,  few 
enjoyments  match  the  pleasure  of  opening  a 


package  of  “goodies”  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries!  A  delightful  experience  awaits  you! 

1916-S  G-4  (PCGS).  Well  worn  and  in  basic 


grade — date  and  mintmark  distinct .  109 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 280 


Attractive  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Obverse  Mintmark 

1917-S  Obverse  Mintmark.  AU-53  (PCGS). 
An  attractive  example  with  the  matte  sur¬ 
faces  characteristic  of  the  early  issues  of 
1917  and  also  all  of  1916,  quite  different 
from  the  deep  frost  of  later  varieties.  The 
present  coin  is  mostly  light  silver,  very  at¬ 
tractive,  and  is  enhanced  by  a  wisp  of 
golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Always 
and  forever  the  1917-S  obverse  has  been 
one  of  the  most  desired  key  issues  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  While  a  gem  Mint  State  would,  of 
course,  be  nicer  than  this,  the  present  coin 
offers  an  attractive  combination  of  fairly 
high  grade,  excellent  visual  appeal,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  a  very  reasonable  price.  1,750 

1917- S  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Fully  lustrous  with  very  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Typical  satiny  surfaces .  775 

1918  MS-62  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre .  560 

1918  MS-62  (AN ACS).  A  lovely  example  with 
light  peripheral  toning .  560 

Choice  Mint  State  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  with  brilliant 
silver  surfaces  and  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Slightly  weak  at  central  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  as  usual  for  the  early  issues  of  this  design 
type  (perhaps  we  should  not  mention  light¬ 
ness  of  strike,  as  it  is  normal,  and  certif  ication 
services  do  not  take  note  at  all  of  it). ..  2,1 50 


Mint  State  1919-S  Half  Dollar 


1919-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 
lustre.  This  example  has  a  satiny  appearance 
and  is  more  sharply  stnick  than  usual.  A  scarce 

issue  in  Mint  State  preservation .  3,750 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of 
this  scarce  date  with  pleasing  heather  toning 
over  satiny  surfaces.  Traces  of  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence  are  noted,  especially  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  1,250 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of 
this  early  issue . 950 


1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  '.tiiin 
white  lustre  and  faintly  reflective  fields.  1,275 

Memorable  Gem  193  3-S  Half  Dollar 

1933- S  MS-65  (NGC.).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

What  a  great  way  to  start  a  specialized  col¬ 
lection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  from 
the  1930s  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947! 
This  is  the  first  issue  since  1929,  and  in  1933 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  the  only  facil¬ 
ity  to  strike  these  coins.  Over  a  long  span  of 
years  we  have  found  the  193  3-S  to  be  quite 
rare  in  gem  grade,  and  we  suspect  it  we  were 
to  peruse  150  back  issues  of  the  Rare  Com 
Revieu1,  and  its  many  predecessor  catalogues 
going  back  to  1955,  we  would  find  that  of¬ 
ferings  were  few  and  tar  between.  We  have 
never  owned  a  bank-wrapped  roll  of  193  3- 
S  halves,  although  we’ve  had  all  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  of  this  era,  sometimes  in  remarkably 
large  quantities  that  seem  amazing  to  con¬ 
template  now!  . 2,760 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  395 

1934- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Sharply 
struck  (unusually  so)  and  very  lustrous.  A 
delightful  example  of  this  issue  from  the 

1930s . 780 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  white  and 

superb . 365 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  white . 280 

Gem  1935-D  Half  Dollar 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  well  struck  and  very  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  special  example  at  the  MS-65 
level,  one  that  has  been  cherrypicked  for 
quality.  The  connoisseur  will  want  to  con¬ 
sider  this  carefully .  1,725 

1935-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 340 


Impressive  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 


1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  is  the  first  Proof 
issue  in  the  half  dollar  series  since  1915,  and 
is  also  the  lowest  mintage  issue  from  1936  to 
the  present  year.  Consider  this  lovely  piece  as 
a  start  (or  conclusion)  to  a  date  set  of  Proof 
Liberty  Walking  halves  (which  should  have 
one  each  of  1936  to  1942,  perhaps  with  two 
of  1941 — the  without  AW  monogram  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  by  far  the  most  plentiful,  and 

the  with  AW) .  3,700 

1936-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat 
iny  lustre .  379 
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1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold .  585 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 265 

1937-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 230 


Superb  Proof  1938  Halt  Dollar 


1938  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  many 

survive  in  this  quality  today!  . 3,500 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  very 

light  cameo  contrast .  75 0 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
quality  example  of  this  popular  date.  Just  14 
examples  have  been  assigned  a  higher  grade 

by  PCGS . 460 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  key 
date!  Although  it  is  not  the  rarest  date  of  the 
1930s  in  Mint  State  (it  is  handily  eclipsed  by, 
for  example,  1933-S),  in  terms  of  all  grades 
combined  it  is  the  most  elusive  issue  after  the 
mid- 1920s.  The  present  specimen  is  particu¬ 
lar  choice,  a  delightful  piece  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  lustre . 975 

1938-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  lovely  coin  to  contemplate — and  even 
nicer  to  own.  Now  that  we’ve  owned  it,  it  is 
your  turn!  This  low-mintage  key  date  has 

been  popular  for  decades . 975 

1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  de¬ 
sirable — a  coin  that  offers  notable  value  at 


the  MS-64  level . 649 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  sur¬ 
rounded  by  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  145 

1939-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  white 

surfaces . 210 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  faint 

champagne  toning .  1 1 5 

1941  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1941  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1941  -D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

sharp  design  elements .  159 

Gem  Mint  State  1941-S  Half  Dollar 

1941-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  satiny  white  lustre  and  sharp  design  el¬ 
ements.  Although  not  a  100%  full  strike, 
Liberty’s  thumb  is  partially  split  and  her  head 
has  some  visible  detail,  making  this  in  the  top 
5%  of  extant  pieces,  quality-wise.  This  is 
much  sharper  than  most  examples  we  have 
handled.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 

specialist  and  connoisseur .  2,950 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Somewhat  above  average  in  striking 
sharpness,  but  still  with  usual  lightness  at  the 
centers  (perhaps  not  worth  mentioning  as  the 
certification  services  do  not  bother  to  take 
note  of  such  things,  so  why  should  we?  Actu¬ 
ally,  because  we  think  it  is  important).  1,175 
1941-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  wisps  of  champagne  toning. 

Much  sharper  than  usually  seen .  1,175 

1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Some  lightness  at  the  centers,  but  a  bit 
above  average.  A  highly  worthwhile  coin.  240 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  with 

deeply  mirrored  surfaces . 875 


1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 10 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  luv 

trous . 45 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre . 650 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  exceptional  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 239 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  129 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting 
them  is  a  pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  look  “beyond  the  grading 
number”  and  acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing 
and  among  the  finest  in  their  grade  categories.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades ,  we  have  helped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
collections  ever  assembled. 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 375 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
white  lustre . 279 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 419 

1943-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 60 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  fully 

brilliant  surfaces .  1 59 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a 

trace  of  light  toning . 265 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in 
the  country.  If  you  like  “high-end”  pieces,  you've  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  265 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  very  sharp  de¬ 
sign  elements . 679 
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1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  elements .  129 

1945  MS-65  (NGC) .  139 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  55 

1945-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,050 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces . 285 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 

lovely  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 
subliminal  toning .  765 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous, 
fairly  well  struck,  and  with  a  wisp  of  golden 

toning . 765 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem .  219 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  239 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 229 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . .  105 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  with 

attractive  peripheral  gold  toning . 455 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant,  a  small 
amount  of  very  light  toning  near  the  mint 

mark .  139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . i .  1  39 


1946-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 39 

1946- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ivory  lustre.  65 

1947  MS-65  (NGC').  Brilliant . 229 

1 94 7  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  229 

1947- D  MS-66  (NG<  1  Brilliant,  lustrous 

quite  well  struck . 685 

1947-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  1 19 

Franklin  Half  dollars 

Our  offering  of  Franklin  halves  is  quite  exten¬ 
sive.  If  you  are  seeking  quality  and  value,  you  will 
find  it  here.  In  recent  years  this  series  has  attracted 
many  new  enthusiasts,  quite  a  few  of  whom  have 
begun  and  completed  their  sets  right  here! 


1948  MS-65  FBL.  Frosty .  195 

1948  MS-64  FBL . 59 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS) .  329 


1950  Proof-63  Cameo.  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Full  cameo  contrast 
with  brilliant  Proof  surfaces.  An  important 

opportunity  for  the  enthusiast . 950 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

defined . 99 

1950-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

deeply  lustrous  with  delicate  gold . 850 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Frosty .  1 19 


1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  419 
1951  MS-64  FBL . 89 

1953- S  MS-65 .  69 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PC  t  iS).  An  atir.tcfivi 

and  superb  gem  example  with  considerable 
cameo  contrast . 495 

1 954- >  MS-65  I  Bl  (PC  < !S)  Brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 41  5 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  en 

hanced  by  delicate  toning .  19 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 

and  fully  brilliant . 45 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1962  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


and  beautiful . 625 

1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant .  75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

highly  lustrous .  29 


1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  19 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 


Remembering  Frank  Gasparro 


Frank  Qasparro’s  self-portrait  medal,  inspired  by 
Norman  Rockwell’s  painting,  of  the  artist  at  work — 
created  for  Bowers  and  M erena  Qalleries  in  the  1980s. 


Harry  Forman  recently  sent  us  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  a  special  ceremony  held  on  Fri¬ 
day,  November  1,  2002,  at  727  Carpen¬ 
ter  Street,  Philadelphia,  dedicating  a  his¬ 
torical  marker  honoring  U.S.  Mint  Chief 
Engraver  Frank  Gasparro  (1909-2001). 
The  program  noted  the  following: 

Frank  Gasparro  was  born  at  727  Car¬ 
penter  Street  into  a  family  of  musicians. 
The  man  behind  the  design  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln  penny’s  reverse  side,  both  faces  of 
the  Eisenhower  and  Susan  B.  Anthony 
dollar  coins,  the  back  of  the  Kennedy 
half-dollar,  served  at  10th  Chief  En¬ 
graver  of  the  United  States  Mint. 

He  was  appointed  Chief  Engraver  by 
President  Lyndon  Johnson  in  1965  and 
retired  from  his  post  in  1981  at  the  age 
of  72.  Gasparro  also  designed  dozens  of 
commemorative  medals  and  coins  in¬ 
cluding:  the  Philadelphia  Medal  of 
Honor  (1955);  medals  for  three  Ameri¬ 
can  Presidents  —  Lyndon  Johnson,  Ri¬ 
chard  Nixon  and  Jimmy  Carter,  Con¬ 
gressional  medals  honoring  great  Ameri¬ 
cans  -  Marian  Anderson,  Douglas 
MacArthur,  Sam  Rayburn,  and  John 


Wayne;  the  national  and  municipal  Bicen¬ 
tennial  medals;  and  two  five-dollar  gold 
pieces  for  the  1996  Atlanta  Olympics. 
Gasparro’s  designs  have  also  gone  beyond 
American  borders,  minted  in  coinage  for  the 
Philippines,  Panama  and  Guatemala. 

His  accomplishments  have  been  acknowl¬ 
edged  by  peers  around  the  world:  named  Out¬ 
standing  Sculptor  of  the  Year  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  conference  in 
1968;  awarded  a  Gold  Medal  at  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Numismatic  Exhibition  in 
Montecatini,  Italy,  1974  and  a  Citation  for 
Superior  Performance  from  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Treasury,  1977.  He  was  recog¬ 


nized  with:  the  Italian  government’s 
Order  of  Merit  in  July  1973;  induction 
to  the  South  Philadelphia  High  School 
Hall  of  Fame;  the  Percy  Owens  Award 
as  Distinguished  Pennsylvania  Artist  of 
Fellowship  of  the  Pennsylvania  Acad¬ 
emy  of  the  Fine  Arts;  and  the  Fleisher 
Art  Memorial’s  inaugural  Founder’s 
medal  in  1990. 

All  through  these  years  of  lus  distin¬ 
guished  work  in  medallic  arts,  Gasparro 
was  a  student  of  Greek  sculpture  and 
coinage  and  a  beloved  teacher  and  men¬ 
tor  to  generations  of  artists  through  his 
work  at  the  United  States  Mint  and 
Fleisher  Art  Memorial. 

Also  of  possible  interest  to  present 
readers,  in  1982  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  commissioned 
Frank  Gasparro  to  create  for  us  a  series 
of  art  medals  in  silver  commemorating 
or  memorializing  various  people,  places, 
things,  and  events.  Frank  was  given  “ar¬ 
tistic  license”  to  dream  up  “ideal”  pre¬ 
sentations  as  he  saw  fit,  and  he  later  re¬ 
marked  that  these  medals  were  the  all- 
time  favorite  series  he  had  ever  done! 
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Sudderily  it’s  1903 ! 
Back  to  a  century  ago 

Coin  Quiz 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different 
aspects  of  American  numismatics  from  a 
century  ago  in  1903.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you 
are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right, 
and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to 
it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct,  and  you  should 
send  your  resume  to  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  or  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association — to  be  a  one-per¬ 
son  “information  desk”! 

You  are  there!  The  time  is  1903!: 

1.  Proof  coins  issued  by  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  this  year  are  different  from 
those  of  a  few  years  earlier  in  that  most 
all  of  the  1903  Proofs: 

a.  Bear  a  “P”  mintmark,  the  first-ever  use 
for  Philadelphia. 

b.  Have  the  portraits  of  Miss  Liberty  pol¬ 
ished  rather  than  “cameo”  or  frosty,  pos¬ 
sibly  the  result  of  a  new  person  being 
employed  in  the  Medal  Department 
(which  made  Proofs),  but  who  knows? 

c.  Remained  unsold  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  were  intended  to  be  placed 
into  circulation  for  face  value.  How¬ 
ever,  Henry  Chapman,  a  dealer  in  the 
same  city,  learned  of  the  idea  and 
bought  them  all  for  stock. 

d.  Were  also  available  struck  in  alumi¬ 
num,  furnishing  a  nice  set  for  collec¬ 
tors.  However,  the  Indian  cent  and 
Liberty  Head  nickel  were  not  avail¬ 
able  in  this  format. 

2.  In  the  collecting  field  one  of  the 
following  categories  is  more  popular  and 
garners  more  attention  in  print  than 
any  of  the  others.  Which  one? 

a.  Tokens  and  store  cards. 

b.  Barber  silver  coins  by  mintmark 
varieties. 

c.  Carson  City  silver  dollars  of  the  Mor¬ 
gan  design. 

d.  National  Bank  notes. 


3.  If  you  specialize  in  early  silver 
dollars  1794-1803,  chances  are  excel¬ 
lent  that  you  either  want  to  get  or  al¬ 
ready  have  a  copy  of  the  Type  Table 
mostly  researched  by  J.  Colvin  Randall, 
but  which  ignores  the  Randall  connec¬ 
tion  and  bears  the  name  of: 

a.  John  W.  Haseltine. 

b.  Petroleum  V.  Nasby. 

c.  Artemus  Ward. 

d.  M.H.  Bolender. 

4.  Announcements  are  being  made 
for  a  new  commemorative  coin,  actually 
two  of  them,  in  gold,  bearing  the  por¬ 
traits  of  William  McKinley  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  the  date  1903.  In  due 
course  these  will  be  struck  and  featured 
for  sale  at  the: 

a.  Opening  of  Coney  Island  for  the  sea¬ 
son,  in  May  1903. 

b.  Dedication  of  the  McKinley  Memorial 
in  Niles,  Ohio. 

c.  At  the  1904  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair. 

d.  Smithsonian  Institution  in  a  special 
ceremony,  and  later  at  other  locations 
and  by  mail. 

5.  The  most  famous  United  States 
coin  rarity  by  virtue  of  publicity,  articles 
in  numismatic  periodicals,  and  other 
notices  is  the: 

a.  1787  gold  Brasher  doubloon. 

b.  1849  $20  gold,  unique. 

c.  1804  silver  dollar. 

d.  1877  Indian  Head  cent. 

6.  The  United  States  is  engaged  in 
minting  a  huge  number  of  silver  coins 
for  a  foreign  destination,  and  recently  a 
shipment  of  250  wooden  kegs,  each 
with  $10,000  in  freshly  minted  coins, 
was  shipped  out  of  the  port  of  New  York 
City.  For  collectors,  it  is  announced  that 
1 ,000  sets  of  these  new  coins,  Proofs 


(but  the  announcement  does  not  men¬ 
tion  this),  will  be  available  for  $2  each. 
What  are  these  coins  /  sets? 

a.  Coinage  for  the  miners  in  the 
Klondike,  following  the  discoveries 
there.  The  coins  will  be  offloaded  in 
British  Columbia  and  from  there 
shipped  overland. 

b.  Emergency  coinage  for  the  Sultanate 
of  Oman  which  has  been  under  siege 
for  over  a  year.  The  Sultan  has  special 
connections  with  America  by  virtue  of 
a  treaty  perfected  in  the  1830s  and 
still  operative. 

c.  Silver  coins  of  Hawaii,  then  a  territory, 
so  that  the  residents  will  have  pieces  of 
distinctive  designs  to  use  in  commerce. 

d.  Coins  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  United  States  during  the 
Spanish- American  War  (of  1898,  with 
Teddy  Roosevelt’s  “Rough  Riders,” 
Admiral  Dewey,  etc.). 

7.  Being  minted  is  a  particular  coin 
that  will  become  numismatically  rare  in 
Uncirculated  grade  and,  although  no 
one  could  predict  this,  would  be  worth 
$1,500  in  this  grade  by  1962,  and  who 
knows  what  in  2003?  By  1962  numis¬ 
matists  would  conjecture  that  fewer 
than  a  dozen  choice  Uncirculated  coins 
exist.  It  is  the: 

a.  1903-0  Morgan  silver  dollar. 

b.  1903  $20  gold  double  eagle. 

c.  1903-S  Barber  dime. 

d.  1903  Indian  Head  cent  with  “speci¬ 
men”  finish,  a  hybrid  between  Uncir¬ 
culated  and  Proof. 

8.  A  curious  numismatic  variety  is 
being  produced  in  1903,  but  will  not  be 
reported  until  Dave  Bowers  (who?)  will 
find  one  in  the  1960s  as  part  of  an  old- 
time  collection  in  Penn  Yan,  New  York: 

a.  Littleton  National  Bank  $10  note  with 
erroneous  $20  reverse. 

b.  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickel  with  reverse 
aligned  in  the  same  direction  as  the 
obverse,  instead  of  the  usual  180° 
apart. 

c.  1903-S  branch  mint  Proof  silver  dollar 
in  velvet-lined  leather  presentation 
case. 

d.  Pattern  1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar 
without  Washington’s  portrait  on  the 
obverse. 

9.  In  The  Numismatist,  these  words 
were  written  by  whom?  “As  gold  collect¬ 
ing  is  generally  the  interest  of  the  more 
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experienced  class,  its  branch  as  well  as 
Philadelphia  rarities  are  fully  appreci¬ 
ated,  and  such  pieces  as  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  double  eagle  of  1883,  the  eagle  of 
1875,  the  half  eagle  of  1887,  the  $3  or  $1 
of  1875,  and  the  S  mint  quarter  eagle  of 
1858,  the  S  mint  dollar  of  1870,  the  D 
mint  dollars  of  1855,  1856,  and  1861, 
would  raise  the  numismatic  temperature 
of  an  auction  room  to  fever  heat.  That 
the  branch  mint  silver  prizes  will  all  in 
time  be  eagerly  contested,  the  value  of 


the  long  recognized  half  dollar  1838-0 
and  of  the  latest  gem,  the  S  mint  dime  of 
1894,  sufficiently  proves.” 

a.  Gregory  Roberts. 

b.  Augustus  G.  Heaton. 

c. J.W.  Scott. 

d.  B.  Max  Mehl. 

10.  Seen  now  and  then  in  commer¬ 
cial  transactions  are  $5  Silver  Certifi¬ 
cates  with  a  back  design  that  includes: 

a.  The  Statue  of  Liberty  and  a  phrase 
from  Emma  Lazarus’  poem. 


b.  A  view  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  building  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

c.  Five  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

d.  The  goddess  Liberty  on  a  prominence 
(grounds  of  the  Lee  mansion)  with  a 
youth  nearby,  and  with  the  panorama 
of  Washington  in  the  distance. 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’ 

Spectacular  auction  Season 

Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


Our  Upcoming  Sales... 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — . March  6 

March  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland . March  13-15 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . June  5 

June  Sale — Chicago,  Illinois  . June  26-28 

(in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

ANA  July -August  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  .  July  30- August  2 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . August  7 

The  Rarities  Sale — Los  Angeles,  California  . September  14 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . September  25 

December  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland . December  4-6 


(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 
several  years.  January  2004;  January  2005 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  2003.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise  go  to  work  for  you! 
Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality’  of  presentation  and  numismatic  expertise  that 
characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  government  agencies,  and  institutions 
to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  at  1  -800- 
458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  he  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made' 


Begin  planning  now  for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection  as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  to  learn  more  about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this  important  event. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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United  States  Silver  dollars  for  Sale 


Silver  dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  col¬ 
lectors  have  turned  to  Bovvers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long¬ 
time  customers  know  that  when  quality  counts, 
they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars 
have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are 
justifiably  proud  of  the  tact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  several 
early  issues,  then  onward  to  pause  briefly  at 
1836,  to  linger  tor  a  moment  with  Liberty  Seated 
halves,  then  to  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of 
Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  made! 

Silver  Dollar  References 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  One  of  the  best  silver  dollar  source 
books — along  with  lots  of  other  information.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  The 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  By  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Take  a  voyage  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  de¬ 
livers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  100  biographies  of  numismatists.  Al¬ 
though  the  title  indicates  an  arcane  subject,  once  you 
settle  in  a  comfy  chair  with  the  book  we  wouldn’t  be 
surprised  if  you  find  it  so  absorbing  that,  before  you 
know  it,  night  has  passed  and  the  sun  is  coming  up!  It 
is  a  “sleeper”  some  have  said — a  delightful  numismatic 
adventure.  Illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
407.  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  Quide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States.  By  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark.  304  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Crime  of  1873  —  The  Comstock  Connection.  By 
Robert  Van  Ryzin.  The  writer  takes  you  through  this  piv¬ 
otal  epoch  in  western  history  -  life  in  the  silver  mines  of 
Nevada’s  Comstock  Lode,  the  minting  of  the  popular 
Carson  City  dollars,  and  much  more.  Hey!  It  is  nice  to 
spend  money  on  coins,  but  if  you  add  a  few  dollars  to  your 
book  budget,  you  will  find  that  a  Carson  City  coin  will 
increase  sharply  in  value  in  terms  of  pride  of  ownership  and 
enjoyment!  ’Tis  true!  300  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stixk  No.  BVA-980.  List  $ 34-95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Silver  Dollars.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  An  anthology  of  articles  pertaining  to  silver 
dollars  as  presented  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Society’s  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference.  Dr. 
Kleeberg  is  one  of  those  individuals  to  whom  we  would 
like  to  see  the  MacArthur  Foundation  send  a  check  for 
a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars  (as  they  do  yearly  to 
multiple  recipients  they  consider  to  be  creative).  Then 
John  could  do  nothing  except  spend  time  on  research. 
We  are  still  impressed  with  his  findings  concerning 
Lafayette  counterstamps,  but  that  is  another  subject 
apart  from  the  book  here  discussed.  127  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-21 1.  List 
$25,  before  your  discount. 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars.  By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
and  A.  George  Mall  is.  A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  illustrated.  Once  you  open 


your  copy  you  will  find  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
“common  date”  Morgan  dollars,  such  as  1878,  1879, 
etc.,  that  include  varieties  that,  if  you  can  spot  them, 
are  at  once  rare  and  valuable.  Probably  everyone  who 
has  bought  this  book  and  who  has  used  it  has  found  it 
has  repaid  its  cost  several  times  over.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BVA-710.  List  $79.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Top  1 00  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys.  By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D.  and  Jeff  Oxman. 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular  Morgan  dollar 
varieties.  Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick” 
for  valuable  die  varieties.  137  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95,  before  your 
discount.  Also  available  in  leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE- 
301.  List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage,  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures 
for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95,  before  your  discount. 

Draped  bust  dollars 


Attractive  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  10  Arrows.  Bowers 
Borckardt-121.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  delightful  example  with  medium  gray 

fields  and  lighter  devices . 2,195 

1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  BB-123,  B-25.  EF-45 
(NGC).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  ....  2,250 


Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 

(NGC).  Deep  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  An  important  example  for  the 
connoisseur.  Light  adjustment  marks  are  vis¬ 
ible  at  center  of  the  reverse . 5,275 


Popular  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1 799/8  BB- 1 4 1 ,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Light  gray 
surfaces  with  golden  brown  toning . 2,950 


Mint  State  1800  Silver  Dollar 


1800  BB-187.  MS-61  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  early  dollar  specialist.  The  obverse 
is  very  sharply  struck  with  full  borders  and 
strong  central  details.  The  reverse  has  very 
slight  central  weakness,  primarily  evident  at 
the  eagle’s  head  and  breast,  as  well  as  along 
the  top  edges  of  the  wings.  Obverse  lustre  is 
somewhat  subdued  by  golden  brown  toning. 
The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  lighter  ivory 
toning.  Several  obverse  and  reverse  die 
cracks  lend  interest.  Actually,  for  just  about 
any  early  dollar  there  is  little  that  is  stan¬ 
dard — nearly  all  have  interesting  character¬ 
istics  inviting  discovery  through  the  looking 
glass .  19,950 

Liberty  Seated  dollars 

Choice  Proof  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
Original  Issue  Struck  in  1836 
Regular  Issue,  Not  a  Pattern! 
of  Set  Registry™  Quality! 


1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar.  Name  on  base. 
Original.  Die  Alignment  I.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Variety  with  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on 
the  base.  This  is  labeled  “Original”  on  the 
PCGS  holder.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no 
weight  listed  on  the  label,  thus  we  must  rely 
on  the  PCGS  attribution,  although  chances 
are  excellent  that  it  is  correct.  The  present 
piece  is  a  very  attractive  example  of  this  ex¬ 
ceptionally  historic  and  significant  issue. 
Obverse  and  reverse  are  nicely  toned  in  a 
mixture  of  lilac  and  gray  with  some  splashes 
of  blue  and  gold.  The  striking  is  excellent. 
The  surfaces  are  quite  good,  although  we  see 
a  few  small  marks  in  the  field  to  the  right  of 
the  date.  Among  examples  at  the  Proof-63 
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grade  this  indeed  is  a  choice  one,  and  il  this 
variety  is  on  your  "Want  hist"  your  search  may 
well  end  here.  For  years  this  coin  was  attrib¬ 
uted  as  a  pattern  hy  most  numismatists.  How¬ 
ever,  it  indeed  has  status  as  a  regular  issue,  as 
the  majority  of  pieces  were  turned  in  for  face 
value,  to  use  as  circulating  currency,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  time  they  were  made.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  a  re-evaluation  has  been  made,  and  this 
piece  is  now  considered  to  he  a  necessary'  part 
of  a  United  Stares  set  of  regular  design  types. 
There  were  1 ,000  such  pieces  made,  and  today 
several  hundred  of  these  surv  ive,  most  being 
in  preservation  significantly  less  than  the 

piece  we  offer  here .  18,000 

PCGS  Population:  22;  3  finer  (all  Proof-64). 
1843  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  surfaces 
with  much  original  lustre  still  remaining. 
Most  dollars  of  this  date  are  VF  or  EF.  AU 

coins  retaining  lustre  are  elusive . 850 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces  with 
hints  of  gold.  An  attractive  high  level  circu¬ 
lated  piece,  much  nicer  than  typically  en¬ 
countered  with  the  AU-50  description.  Isn’t 

grading  fun! . 695 

1847  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  This  coin  reminds  us  of  a  time  long 
ago,  in  1962,  when  we  had  the  good  fortune 
of  obtaining  a  hunch  of  unsorted  $1,000  bags 
of  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars!  Among  the 
no-motto  type,  1 847  was  the  most  plentiful 
date;  among  the  with-motto  coins  1871  was 

most  often  found . 625 

1849  AU-53  (PCGS).  Ivory  surfaces  with  some 

lustre  remaining .  725 

1860-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Silvery  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces,  very  attractive,  with  delicate  golden 
toning  especially  around  the  borders.  A  very 
handsome  example  of  1860-0,  a  rather 
“smooth”  piece  lacking  the  severe  hagmarks 
that  often  characterize  this  date  and  mint. 
One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this 


grade  level . 875 

1871  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  light  silvery  gray 

with  nearly  complete  lustre . 625 

1872  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  silvery  surfaces 

with  hints  of  gold . 625 

Morgan  Dollars 


We  have  been  buying  Morgan  dollars!  In  the 
columns  to  follow  you  will  find  a  great  selection 
of  coins,  mostly  Mint  State,  all  hand  selected  for 
excellent  quality  within  their  grade  designation. 

Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most  popular 
and  w  idely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In 
fact,  among  1 9th  (and  early  20th)  century  series, 
they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they 
should  he!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and  mints  com¬ 
prises  slightly  fewer  than  1 00  coins,  most  of  which 
are  available  in  attractive  Mint  State  grades  for 
less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  with 
some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot  less ,  with  many 
different  choice  examples  on  the  low  side  of  $50. 


A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically 
seeks  a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.’  There  may  lx- 
no  better  place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan 
dollar  series  when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality. 
For  instance,  a  complete  collection,  including  one 
of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actu¬ 
ally  obtainable  tor  most  collectors,  the  major 
“stopper”  being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint 
Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify  your  goal  to  in¬ 
clude  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually  struck  for 
circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together  an  abso¬ 
lutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  purchase  as 
many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State, 
and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC, 
1893-S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated 
grades.  With  so  many  options  available,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  Morgan  dollars  are  so  popular? 

Here  is  a  suggestion:  Sign  up  with  our  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  and  let  us  help  you 
build  a  fine  set  of  Morgan  dollars  to  your  speci¬ 
fications.  We  wall  seek  out  pieces  of  nice  quality 
and  ship  them  automatically  to  you — with  the 
guarantee  that  you  will  he  delighted  with  the 
quality,  price,  and  overall  value — or  your  money 
hack!  Buy  some  “Eagle”  albums,  which  hold  9 
coins  to  the  page  (you  will  need  10  pages)  and 
you  can  w'atch  your  collection  as  it  grows! 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  First  major  variety  of  the  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar,  struck  in  March  1 878,  after  which 
time  some  nit-picking  quasi-ornithologists 
(or  whatever)  found  fault  with  an  eagle  hav¬ 
ing  an  even,  rather  than  an  odd  number  of 
tail  feathers.  It  you  have  a  copy  of  our  two- 
volume  study,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
you  can  read  about  how  one  of  America’s 
best  known  numismatists,  living  in  the  Mid- 
w'est,  did  a  check  on  the  subject — via  zoo 

research  with  raptors!  .  1,235 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  somewhat  prooflike  on  the  obverse.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  variety  in  the  series.  Wow! 
Consider  the  price  structure  on  this  issue — 
an  MS-64  sells  tor  a  fraction  of  the  price  of  a 
MS-65!  Value  here,  don’t  you  think!  ...  295 
1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  Lots  of  value  to  our  way  of 

thinking!  .  1 70 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
somewhat  prooflike,  and  with  delicate  golden 

toning .  170 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  PL  (ANACS).  Light 

cameo  contrast .  165 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  w'hite  with  frosty  devices.  For 
many  years  this  variety  was  called  “7  over 
8  tailfeathers.”  However,  not  a  single  coin 
in  existence  shows  all  eight  under-feathers, 
so  present  nomenclature  is  more  appropri¬ 
ate .  2C 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
frosty  example  with  brilliant  white  lustre.  2 1  5 


1878  I  Vuhled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (NtK  )  Bril 
liant .  195 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  Fully  bril 
liant .  128 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1876  (parallel 
top  feather  in  the  arrow).  MS-64  (PCX JS). 
Brilliant .  195 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879  (slanting 
top  feather  in  the  arrow).  MS-64  (PCGS). 
This  is  an  exceptional  example  with  fully 
brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are  satim  w  ith 
frosty  devices  resulting  in  light  cameo  con 
trast .  359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverie  >>t  1879  MS  63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 35 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 875 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has 
brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  2  39 

1878- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre .  239 

1879  MS-64  (NGC) .  135 

1879- CC  Normal  Mintmark.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Light  gray  and  si  1  ver  surfaces 
Lustre  still  remains  in  protected  areas  and  is 
more  plentiful  on  the  reverse  than  on  the 
obverse.  Interestingly,  at  the  AU  level  the 
1879-CC  is  significantly  rarer  than  in  full 
Mint  State!  .  1 ,1  50 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 485 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-67  (NG(  ).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  An  exceptionally  high- 
grade  specimen  of  this  very  popular  date  and 
mintmark!  .  675 


Wayne  S.  writes 


Hi  Dave, 

I’ve  been  a  member  of  your 
Morgan  Dollar  Collector’s  C  ?lub  for 
two  years  now  and  I  have  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  the  beautiful  coins 
you  have  sent  me. 

Today  I  received  your  latest  of¬ 
fering  which,  frankly,  made  me 
gasp  when  1  opened  the  package. 
It’s  an  1879-S  MS-66  with  the 
most  beautiful  rim  of  pure  gold 
toning  I  have  ever  seen  on  any 
coin.  The  rest  of  the  coin  is  bright 
white  which  makes  an  absolutely 
incredible  contrast.  Thank  you 
and  your  staff  for  selecting  such 
exceptional  coins  for  me. 

Wayne  S. 

P.S.  I  really  enjoy  all  of  the 
books  I  have  ordered’ 
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1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (NGC).  Slightly 
prooflike  with  exceptional  silver  lustre.  215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 175 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  PL  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  175 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pleas¬ 
ing  brilliant  example  of  this  second  year  of 

issue . 98 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 75 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  attractive . 49 


Brilliant  Gem  1880/79-CC  Dollar 
Reverse  of  1878 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Delicate  toning.  A 
very  high-grade  example  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety,  made  from  an  unused  1879  obverse,  al¬ 
tered  to  read  1880 .  7,800 

PCGS  Population:  27;  1  finer  (MS-66  PL). 

Gem  1880/79-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Reverse  of  1878 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem  quality  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 
Light  cameo  contrast  adds  to  the  overall  eye 
appeal  of  this  specimen . 2,250 

Gem  1880-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

1880-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  frosty  white  lustre.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck.  Highly  attractive  and  sure  to 

please  the  connoisseur . 2,500 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  170 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Very  slight  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning .  195 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices.  175 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Frosty  devices.  175 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  145 

1880-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Tell  you 
what!  If  you  find  our  vast  selection  of  so 
many  grades  and  variations  to  be  a  bit  daunt¬ 
ing,  just  telephone  A1  Pinkall  and  have  him 
"hold  up  to  the  phone"  a  few  pieces — that  is, 


describe  some  to  you  and  make  some  recom 
mendations.  Besides,  you’ll  enjoy  the  conver 


sation!  . 70 

1880-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ..  49 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  silvery  white  lustre.  The  surfaces  are 
very  slightly  reflective  and  nearly  qualify  as 
prooflike.  Years  ago,  this  quality  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  “semi-prooflike.” .  780 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lovely 

silver  lustre .  129 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1881-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  flecks 
of  light  golden  toning .  1,150 

Gem  1881-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  satiny  white  lustre.  A  lovely  example  for 
the  connoisseur .  1,750 


Incredible  1881-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1881-S  MS-68  (PCGS).  This  is  the  most  common 
of  all  early  Mint  State  Morgan  dollars,  hut  only 

a  few  are  in  this  “ultra”  grade . 3,375 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bright  golden  toning 

from  3:00  to  6:00  on  the  obverse . 675 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of 

lilac  along  the  reverse  border . 219 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 525 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Did  you  know 
that  a  few  similar  pieces  sold  for  over  $  1 ,000 
each  in  the  height  of  the  “investment”  mar¬ 
ket  in  1989?  We  have  always  shunned,  or 
have  tried  to,  any  market  that  doesn’t  make 
sense  (as  a  teenager  your  editor  read  and  ab¬ 
sorbed  MacKay’s  Extraordinary  Popular  Delu¬ 
sions  and  the  Madness  of  Crowds  and  also 
Baruch,  an  autobiography— perhaps  laying 
the  foundation  for  the  contrarian  way  of 
thinking  we’ve  had  ever  since).  We  have 
never  “day  traded,"  never  bought  a  “dot.com” 
stock,  etc.  We’ve  always  sought  value  for  the 
price  paid.  And  so  it  goes  with  coins.  We  keep 
an  eye  out  for  value  and  watch  the  markets. 
Right  now  the  market  for  Morgan  dollars  is 
such  that  many  really  great  coins  can  be 
bought  for  reasonable  prices — because  fad- 
chasers  are  off  buying  other  things! . 98 


1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  appealing 

lustre . 28 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre 
and  attractive  peripheral  gold  toning.  ...  549 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

example  with  superb  “rainbow”  toning  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  only 
a  light  trace  of  gold .  1 ,200 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1,200 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  .  419 

1882-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.365 

1882-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . :..  65 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  sat¬ 
iny  fields .  54 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre .  159 

1883- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

from  this  western  mint.  Fully  brilliant  with 
considerable  eye  appeal . 335 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
some  light  toning  around  the  outer  rim.  190 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 49 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  ot 
golden  toning . 49 


Choice  1883-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Scattered  marks  here  and  there  are  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  grade.  Among  San  Francisco  silver 
dollars  of  this  decade  the  1 883 -S  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  at  the  choice  Mint  State  level. 
The  present  piece  may  fill  a  long-term  desire 
for  the  advanced  collector .  3,800 

1883- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  scarce  date.  Considerable  lustre 
remains  visible .  218 

1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 880 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck  and 

clean . 270 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  '-ur- 

faces . 52 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  54 

1884- CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  190 
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1 884  CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
of  this  popular  issue  with  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre .  175 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  on  the  outer 

edge .  98 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful,  colorful 

obverse  toning . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Important  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck. 
Highly  lustrous.  An  “economy”  example  of 
this  key  issue,  the  price  of  which  escalates 
multiple  times  as  the  grading  numbers  ascend. 
The  present  coin,  the  key  issue  among  San 
Francisco  dollars  of  the  decade,  will  answer 
the  call  for  a  nice  specimen  at  what  may  well 
be  a  very  affordable  price .  5,900 


Lovely  1884-S  Dollar 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Contact  marks  on  the  surface  as  expected  for 
this  issue  in  this  grade.  But,  oh  so  close  to  Mint 
State.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series .  1 ,400 


Important  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  with  nearly  complete  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 1,750 


Lustrous  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  sensational  ex¬ 
ample  with  virtually  full  brilliant  lustre. 
Frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  satiny 
fields.  This  is  about  as  close  as  you  can  get 
to  full  Mint  State  without  spending  three 


times  our  price .  1,400 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  very 
light  ivory  lustre  and  a  crescent  of  bright  gold 

toning  at  left  obverse .  299 

1885  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant .  185 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1885  MS-64  DM  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  160 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Mirrorlike  1885-CC  Dollar 
MS-65  DM  PL 

1885-CC  MS-65DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and 
highly  attractive.  Mirrorlike  surfaces  instead 
of  the  usually  seen  satiny  lustre.  Ever-popu- 


lar  Carson  City  issue,  the  last  date  of  the  ear¬ 
lier  span  of  the  series .  1 ,700 

1885-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre . 825 

Superb  1885-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this 
otherwise  available  New  Orleans  variety.  A 
condition  rarity  that  is  sure  to  appeal.  .  1,600 
1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 


ful .  310 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Gem  1885-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1885- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
gem  example  in  an  old-style  PCGS  holder. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  frosty  white 
lustre  with  subliminal  golden  toning.  1,975 

Deep  Prooflike  1886  Morgan  Dollar 
1886  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

frosty  devices . 2,900 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  writh  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . 239 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 98 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1886- 0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  brilliant  lustre . 345 

1887  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 222 

1887  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant .  525 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Desirable  1887/6-0  Silver  Dollar 
1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deli¬ 


cate  toning . 2,500 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  dollar  with  sat¬ 
iny  silver  lustre  and  extremely  light  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning .  735 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  quality  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  215 

1888  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1888  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  190 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1888-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Gem  1 889-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  silver  surfaces.  A  low-mintage  issue 
ranking  1 5th  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  In 
gem  quality,  this  issue  is  considered  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  among  Morgan  dollars.  Just  37 
finer  examples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS, 


an  important  consideration  given  that  this 
grading  serv  ice  has  certified  more  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  coins  of  this  design .  1 ,900 

Gem  1890  Morgan  Dollar 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,975 

Deep  Prooflike  1890  Morgan  Dollar 

1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  2,100 

1890  MS-63  DMPL  (Pc  X JS).  Brilliant . 290 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

very  nice  example . 640 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty 

w'hite  lustre .  135 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
white  lustre .  315 

1891- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  135 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  345 

1892- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some¬ 
what  subdued  lustre .  285 

Lovely  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1892-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor.  Predominately  brilliant  silver  lustre 
with  very  slight  prooflike  finish  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  The  reverse  if  held  at  an  angle  to 
the  light,  is  somewhat  prooflike.  The 
1892-  S  is  a  highly  important  date,  and 
while  Mint  State  examples  are  preferable 
to  those  in  the  AU  category,  a  piece  such 
as  this  often  fills  the  need  for  a  fairly  high- 
grade  piece  at  a  fairly  low  price,  an  ideal 
combination . 2,050 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  This  is  an 

important  opportunity  for  the  date  collector 
as  clearly  the  most  affordable  issue  of  the 
year . 895 

1893  EF-45  (PCGS).  Natural  medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 205 

1893  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  light  gray  surfaces 
and  very  attractive  for  the  grade.  Hard  to  lo¬ 
cate  when  you  want  one .  209 

Desirable  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 
Key  to  the  Series 


1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces 
with  some  hints  of  gold.  Original  mint  lustre 
can  still  be  seen  in  some  areas,  more  on  the 
reverse  than  the  obverse.  A  “high  end”  EF- 
45  1893-S  dollar,  and,  in  our  opinion,  a  piece 
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deserving  of  more  than  passing  notice.  The 
vast  inajontv  of  1891-S  dollars  in  existence 
today  are  m  the  VF  grade.  EF  coins  are  much 
rarer,  and  EF  coins  of  selected  quality,  as  here, 
are  rarer  yet! .  7,350 


Choice  Mint  State  189*4  $1 


1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
choice  Morgan  dollar . 5,795 


Nearly  Gem  1894-0  Dollar 


1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 7,000 

1894-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  traces  of 
lustre . 90 

1894- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on 

obverse  rim.  Fiigh  enough  grade  to  be  notable, 
low  enough  price  to  be  a  good  buy!  .  565 

1895- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 

with  considerable  lustre . 995 

1895-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces. 
Scarce  date  and  mint . 600 

1895-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  pale  gray 
surfaces . 239 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Dollar 


1 895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  high  quality  example  of  1895-S, 


a  piece  that  has  anything  and  everything  you 
could  desire  in  an  MS-64  coin.  Hand  selected 
and  sure  to  please.  In  fact,  we  have  seen  MS- 
65  pieces  that  cannot  hold  a  candle  to  the 
present  MS-64 .  4,650 


Mint  State  1895-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1895- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 3,900 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 
ample  with  a  crescent  of  attractive  light  gold 

toning .  725 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  145 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  160 

1896- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  toning  over 

highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Contact  marks  are 
there,  to  be  sure,  and  are  expected  at  the  MS- 
61  level.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately, 
would  probably  merit  MS-62.  The  1896-0  is 
very  common  in  well  worn  grades,  but  at  the 
Mint  State  level,  even  MS-61  as  here,  the 
piece  can  be  called  rare  in  comparison  to  the 
demand  for  it .  1,100 

1896-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  faint  amber  toning . 495 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains.  Mostly  brilliant.  A  very  nice  example 
at  the  AU  level.  Highly  recommended.  440 
1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  consid¬ 
erable  lustre . 245 

1896-0  AU-50  (AN ACS).  Lustrous  light  silver 
surfaces .  180 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very 
faint  champagne  toning .  1,250 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  190 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quality  example 

with  brilliant  lustre . 319 

1898-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

lightly  mirrored  fields .  239 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  1 19 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1898- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  silver  lustre .  545 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  140 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1 19 

1899-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 19 


1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1899- S  MS-64  ( N(  a  ).  Brilliant .  52  5 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 

high-grade  example . 825 

1900  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  170 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  99%  brilliant  with  just  a 
touch  of  golden  toning .  170 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  52 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  52 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  139 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  very  light  golden  toning .  59 


1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning 
over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Much  original 
lustre  remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A 
nice  example  at  the  AU-58  level,  high 
grades,  particularly  those  sigiuficantly  higher, 
are  sufficiently  elusive  and  sufficiently  ex¬ 
pensive  that  the  present  coin  offers  an  at¬ 
tractive  alternative  for  the  vast  majority  of 
Morgan  dollars  specialists .  1,235 

Gem  1901-0  Silver  Dollar 

1901-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  A  very  nice  coin  combining  high 
grade  and  excellent  eye  appeal .  1 ,490 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 625 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  780 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  130 

1902- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  ivory 

lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning  on 

both  obverse  and  reverse .  215 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1903- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515 

1904- 0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 260 

1904-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 180 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  dollar  with 

brilliant  lustre . 49 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1904-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  light 
golden  toning.  Nearly  all  mint  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains,  but  with  more  on  the  reverse  than  on 
the  obverse  (as  usual  for  Morgan  dollars  at 
this  grade  level).  A  high  quality  circulated 
example  of  one  of  the  most  sought  after  va¬ 
rieties  in  the  series . 925 

Gem  1921-D  Morgan  Dollar 

1921-D  Morgan.  MS-66*  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  satiny,  creamy  lustre.  Sharply  struck.  A 
superb  specimen  of  selected  quality,  a  truly 
memorable  1921-D.  This  particular  date  and 
mint  is  very  common  in  lower  grades,  and 
even  in  MS-65  or  so  there  are  quite  a  few 
examples  around.  However,  most  of  them  are 
rather  insipid  in  appearance  no  matter  what 
the  certified  grade  might  be.  The  present 
coin  is  a  delightful  exception  and  is  truly 
beautiful.  For  the  Morgan  dollar  specialist 
this,  indeed,  is  a  find! .  1,500 
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Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1  92  1  -S  MS-65  (NGC  ’).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,400 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  above  average  example  of  the  1921  -S,  a 
coin  struck  from  new  shallow-relief  dies  (as 
were  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  varieties 
this  year)  hastily  made  up,  and  quite  unlike 
th  e  more  detailed  dies  used  in  1878-1 904 - 
Within  the  context  of  1921-S  dollars  this  is 

a  nice  one .  1,400 

1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
satiny  surfaces.  A  truly  lovely  specimen  of 
hand  picked  quality,  with  a  beauty  seldom 

seen .  1,400 

1921-S  Morgan.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  125 
1921-S  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  68 

Peace  Silver  Dollars 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice 
Peace  dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that 
have  a  lot  of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It 


This  arrived  in  our  mailbox: 

Enclosed  please  find  my  check  in 
the  amount  of  [here  omitted]  for  my 
winning  lots  from  your  recent  auction 
of  the  Logan  &.  Steinberg  Collections.  1 
also  wanted  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  1  have  received  not  only  from 
B&.M  hut  from  also  the  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  group. 

As  a  buyer  of  coins  and  currency  via 
the  Internet  for  about  five  years  now  I 
have  had  the  chance  to  deal  with  pretty 
much  all  of  the  national  firms,  big  and 
small  with  Collectors  Universe  being 
the  one  where  1  got  started  at  their 
regular  currency  auctions  they  used  to 
have.  Havjng  dealt  with  various  compa¬ 
nies  I  realized  some  time  ago  that  the 
Collectors  Universe  Companies  are  a 
step  above  anyone  else  out  there  and 
that  includes  the  company  from  |here 
omitted]  with  whom  until  just  recently 
I  have  done  a  considerable  amount  of 
business  with.  It  was  their  lack  of  ser¬ 
vice  and  poor  attention  to  detail  as  well 
as  a  poorly  functioning  weh  site  that  fi- 


could  be  that  ibis  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace 
dollars.  Once  someone  “discovers"  us,  they 
usually  finish  their  collection  right  here! 

Although  it  takes  come  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing  to  find  “nice"  Morgan  dollars,  even  more 
effort  is  required  for  Peace  dollars — as  the  design 
is  such  that  even  a  few  marks,  if  well  placed,  can 
be  very  distracting. 

Did  you  know  that  various  Peace  si  her  dol¬ 
lars  have  their  own  “personalities"?  It  is  true.  For 
example,  a  1928  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar  nearly 
always  comes  with  a  “creamy,”  satiny  surface  and 
with  a  slightly  beveled  obverse  rim.  A  1928-S 
dollar  comes  with  “deep  frosty”  lustre,  lacks  the 
beveled  edge,  and  is  usually  somewhat 
bagmarked. 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 
attractive  example  with  just  a  trace  of  pale 

gold  and  heather  toning .  579 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Champagne  toning .  339 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  190 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  golden  toning.  Above  average 


nally  convinced  me  to  stop  buying  from 
them  altogether  and  sticking  with  a 
proven  leader  that  will  he  there  for  me 
now  and  tomorrow. 

My  dealings  with  B&M  in  particular 
have  been  very  enjoyable  and  1  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  excellent  customer  service  1 
get  no  matter  what  my  needs  are.  I  also 
appreciate  the  ease  of  returning  an  item 
that  I  have  not  been  happy  with,  and  1 
can  tell  you  there  has  only  been  one  in¬ 
stance  of  that. 

Most  serious  buyers  such  as  I  will 
eventually  come  to  realize  that  the  com¬ 
panies  that  treat  their  clients  with  re¬ 
spect  and  make  us  feel  like  we  are  the 
most  important  person  you  have  will  be 
the  ones  to  get  most  it  not  all  of  our  busi¬ 
ness.  Please  tell  Mr.  Bowers  that  he  has 
the  greatest  staff  in  the  world  and  to 
never  change  a  thing! 

Sincerely, 

Russell  B. 

Editor’s  comment:  Thanks  Russell!  I 
very  much  appreciate  your  sentiments. 
We’ll  all  do  our  best  to  merit  your  con¬ 
tinued  business  and  friendship  with  us! 


in  striking,  qualify,  although  with  some  light 
ness  at  the  center.  A  very  nice  example  for 
the  striking  alone .  148 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 

1922- S  MS-63  (PCC  >S).  IVep  golden  brown  and 

iridescent  obverse,  lighter  reverse . 65 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ..  625 

1923  MS-65  (PC X3S).  Brilliant .  1 05 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

192 3- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 

frosty  lustre . 970 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

1925  MS-66  ( PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning . 625 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for 

the  date  or  type  collector . 665 

1925- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  toning . 485 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning .  365 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  89 

1926- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  It  tvely  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre . 619 

1926-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  200 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  toning . 200 

1927  MS-63  (NGC) .  130 

1928  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 290 

1928  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 270 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 800 

Gem  1934-D  Dollar 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  A  w'hisper  of  champagne  toning.  As 

nice  as  can  be! . 2,095 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  over 

lustrous  silver  surfaces . 259 

1934-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  attractive.  159 

1934-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 

1934-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex 
ample  retaining  nearly  complete  lustre. 
The  most  desired  and  elusive  variety  in 
the  series . lfl 00 

1934- S  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Soft  silver  surfaces 

with  virtually  full  lustre . 985 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  smooth 
satiny  surfaces.  Hand-picked  quality.  1,175 

1935-S  MS-64  (PC X iS).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  brilliant  white  lustre.  Very 


sharply  stmek  and  highly  attractive . 509 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  345 

EISENHOWER  DOLLARS _ 

197 1- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  159 

1972- 1')  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  1  35 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1972-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  175 
PCGS  Population  473;  3  finer  (MS-A'J). 
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1972-S  Silver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  42 

197 GD  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  125 

1974-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 239 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  250 

PCGS  Population:  215;  none  finer. 

1974-S  Sliver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1978  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing .  149 

1978-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  189 


Trade  dollars 

Our  offering  of  trade  dollars  begins  with  a 
lovely  1873-CC  and  continues  to  include  other 
specimens  of  interest  and  importance. 


Mint  State  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1873-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  with  satiny  lustre.  Delicate 
golden  toning.  A  lovely  specimen  at  this 


grade  level — in  fact,  one  of  the  finest  seen. 
Highly  important  as  a  scarce  Carson  City 
trade  dollar  in  lovely  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion,  and  also  as  the  first  year  of  the  issue.  A 

find  for  the  advanced  collector .  12,000 

PCGS  Population:  11;  7  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Choice  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1874-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
toning  flecks  over  lustrous  surfaces. ...  5,850 

1874- CC  Chopmarked.  EF-45.  Light  silver  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  trace  of  heather  toning.  Light 
chopmarks  on  either  side .  195 

1875- CC  Chopmarked.  AU-55.  Moderate  iri¬ 

descent  toning  with  several  chopmarks  on 
each  side . 375 

Mint  State  1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar 

1875-S/CC  MS-60  (NGC).  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
unusual  and  popular  variety.  Brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre  and  very  faint  traces  of  toning. 
Outstanding  quality  for  the  grade .  2,750 


Mint  State  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1876- CC  Type  I/ll.  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly 

attractive  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  light 
gold  toning  along  the  borders.  The  surfaces 
are  satiny.  This  is  an  extremely  important 
opportunity.  The  specialist  will  recognize  this 
as  a  very  elusive  issue  in  any  Mint  State 
grade . 5,495 

Mint  State  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 

1877- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  traces  of  heather  toning.  2,000 

1877-S  “Box  trade  dollar”  with  two  photos. 
VF-35.  Lovely  nostalgic  numismatic  souve¬ 
nir . 679 


How  To  Order 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Eagle  albums 


For  Certified  Coins 

Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified 
coins  in  a  single  album.  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit 
snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller  ANACS  slabs  are 
held  snugly  in  the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U-shaped 
adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds  9  certified 
coins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List 
Price:  $22.50,  but  see  page  72  for  discount  information. 
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Recovery  of 
Lost  Treasures 


We  enjoyed  this  article  dateline  Ports' 
mouth,  New  Hampshire,  October  1, 
1853,  in  the  Portsmouth  Journal,  fur - 
riished  to  us  by  frequent  correspondent  and 
researcher  Richard  Winslow,  III. 

The  hunting  of  treasure  is  an  ageS'old 
pursuit,  and  it  is  interesting  to  see  how  it  was 
done  in  the  present  instance.  Wonder  if  any¬ 
thing  remains  today. ?  (All  photographs  are  file 
photographs ,  not  from  the  wreck  in  question) . 

The  Kennebec  Journal  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  success  of  an  ex¬ 
pedition  lately  fitted  out  from  Gardiner, 
Maine,  for  the  recovery  of  treasures 
from  an  ancient  wreck  on  the  coast  of 
Venezuela^ 

“The  money  for  which  this  search 
was  instituted  was  lost  in  the  Spanish 
ship  San  Pedro  of  84  guns,  on  the  coast  of 
Venezuela,  in  the  year  1814.  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  revolutionary  trouble  there,  when 
the  provinces  were  in  revolt  against  the 
Spanish  government.  At  the  time  of  her 
loss,  the  ship  lay  about  fifteen  miles  from 
the  island  of  Marguerita,  and  about  five 
from  the  smaller  island  of  Coche,  and 
had  on  board  specie  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions  of  Spanish  dollars  and 
doubloons.  The  vessel  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  originating  in  the  spirit  room,  and 
supposed  to  have  been  set  by  an  emissary 
of  the  insurgents,  who  had  introduced 
himself  on  board.  The  specie  was  stored 
near  the  magazine,  and  in  the  explosion 
which  ensued,  was  scattered  out  of  the 
stem  of  the  vessel,  like  shot  from  a  gun. 
Many  of  the  crew  perished  in  the  flames. 

Attempts  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  to  recover  the  specie,  but 
without  much  success.  Last  fall,  some 
enterprising  citizens  of  Gardiner,  fitted 
out  the  schooner  Lamarrine,  for  the 
purpose  of  prosecuting  the  search  with 
vigor.  She  was  provided  with  every¬ 
thing  deemed  necessary  to  ensure  suc¬ 
cess — diving  bells,  submarine  armor,  air 
pumps  and  steam  engine  on  deck,  to 
work  the  pumps.  The  crew  and  officers 
numbered  sixteen. 

Having  obtained  a  permit  from  the 


existing  government  to  engage  in  the 
search,  conditioned  that  a  percentage  of 
money  received  should  go  into  the  gov¬ 
ernment  Treasury',  they  proceeded  to  the 
spot  and  commenced  operations.  The 
wreck  was  fortunately  found  with  but 
little  difficulty,  lying  in  sixty  feet  of  water, 
and  in  a  spot  quite  favorable  for  opera¬ 
tions;  but  the  explosion  of  the  ship’s 
magazine  had  so  scattered  the  coins  that 
no  considerable  quantity  of  them  re¬ 
mained  together.  Besides,  they  were  bur¬ 
ied  to  the  depth  of  six  inches  in  the  sand, 
which  had  to  be  scooped  up  and  passed 
through  a  coarse  seive  making  the 
operation  a  good  deal  like 


California  mining,  with  the 
additional  disadvantage  of 
working  in  a  confined  space  of  a 
diving  hell,  in  ten  fathoms  of  water. 

Two  persons  made  the  descent  at  a 
time,  and  being  supplied  constantly  with 
fresh  air,  could  remain  down  several 
hours  without  inconvenience.  When  the 
space  embraced  in  the  circumference  of 
the  bell  had  been  worked  out,  it  was 
moved  to  another  place,  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  they  examined  the  bottom  all  around 
the  wreck,  in  all  probably  an  acre  of 
ground.  The  money  was  found  strewed 
pretty  equally  over  the  bottom,  generally 
bent  and  burned  by  the  force  of  the  ex¬ 
plosion,  and  in  some  instances  driven 
into  the  timber  of  the  ship.  We  were 
shown  a  cannon  ball,  to  which  adhered  a 
mass  of  shells  and  iron  rust,  having  a 
couple  of  dollars  imbedded  in  it. 


Many  in¬ 
teresting  relics 
and  curiosities 
were  brought 
home  some  of 
which  we  examined. 

A  large  pully  or  block  of 
mahogany  three  feet  long  having 
lignumvitae  sheaves,  had  withstood  the 
worms  well,  but  supported  a  pretty  numer¬ 
ous  collection  of  shell  fish.  A  piece  of 
tarred  rigging  looked  very  fresh.  There 
were  a  couple  of  muskets  with  their  an¬ 
tique  Spanish  locks  eaten  up  with  mst.  A 
leather  dirk  sheath,  the  blade  a  mere 
thread  of  rust  within:  also  cannon 
shot,  musket  balls,  chain  shot 
copper  holts  and  all  the  move- 
able  apparatus  of  a  ship  of  war. 
And  there  were,  alas!  Some 
sad  relics  of  humanity — the 
bones  of  men  who  perished  in 
the  ship  a  cannon  now  on 
board  the  schooner  has  the 
bones  of  a  man’s  forearm  im¬ 
bedded  in  the  rust. 

They  were  commenc¬ 
ing  to  w'ork  upon  the  ship 
itself,  intending  to  make  a 
thorough  search,  when 
the  existing  war  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  abandon 
the  enterprise  and  return 
home.  Information  had  been 
given  that  a  seizure  of  their  gains 
was  intended  to  furnish  funds  for  one  of 
the  contending  parties. 

Of  the  amount  obtained  by  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  we  cannot  speak  by  authority. 
We  guess  it  very  considerable.  Well 
credited  reports  say  the  boxes  that 
came  ashore  were  weighty,  and  not  to 
be  moved  without  effort.  We  had  ocu¬ 
lar  evidence  of  the  existence  of  about 
twenty-five  of  the  dollars  in  a  bag, 
kindly  shown  us  by  Messrs.  Brandstreet, 
at  their  store.  Two  of  the  coins  repose 
in  our  vest  pocket,  and  are  to  be  seen 
by  our  friends,  who  may  desire  the  sight 
thereof.  They  are  blackened  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  salt  water  and  reduced  in 
weight  about  20%.  Of  the  gold  only  a 
single  doubloon  was  found. 
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We  invite  you  to  review  our  selection  of  gold 
coins,  a  favorite  specialty  and  area  of  study  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

The  highly-acclaimed  Harry  W.  Bass.  Jr. 
Museum  Sylloge  book,  by  Dave  Bowers,  belongs 
in  your  library,  and  we  invite  your  order — secure 
in  the  knowledge  that  you  will  enjoy  your  copy 
immensely  and  use  it  often. 

This  present  Rare  Coin  Review  listing  con¬ 
tains  a  great  selection  of  gold  issues  from  dollars 
to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has  measured  up  to 
our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was  carefully 
selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination  of 
excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus 
good  value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy 
your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try  one 
album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want  al¬ 
bums  for  all  of  your  coins! 

Gold  Coinage  References: 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Award-winning  study  of  the  superb  collec¬ 
tion  assembled  over  a  period  of  many  years  by  Harry  Bass, 
portions  of  which  are  now  on  display  at  the  ANA  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Colorado  Springs.  This  is  an  essential  text  for 
anyone  interested  in  early  American  gold  coins  1795- 
1834,  and  will  he  a  valuable  text  for  everyone  else.  Includes 
sections  on  all  gold  coin  design  types  1795-1933,  U.S. 
pattern  coins  in  all  metals,  1896  “Educational”  currency 
notes,  and  a  biography  of  one  of  America’s  consummate 
numismatic  connoisseurs.  499  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
fully  illustrated  in  color  throughout.  Stock  No.BBM-148. 
List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  numismatic 
researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be  found  on 
every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices.  An  indis¬ 
pensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss 
and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Fr  inusco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Qo Id  Coinage.  Edited  by  William  E. 
Metcalf.  An  anthology  of  articles  from  the  ANSCoin- 
ige  i  f  the  America’s  ( Conference.  1 32  pages,  illustrated. 


Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List  $15,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

United  States  Qold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 

By  Q.  David  Bowers.  The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug  Win¬ 
ter  has  done  since  the  first  edition  was  published. 
Mintage,  rarity  ratings,  strike  information,  surfaces, 
lustre,  die  varieties  and  more.  220  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:  Dahlonega  in  the  Age 
of  Jackson.  By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge.  A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin  research, 
this  volume  has  just  been  reprinted  with  the  addition 
of  new  plates  and  photographs.  206  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List  $30,  before  your 
discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the  Dahlonega 
Mint,  including  availability  and  commentary  related  to 
striking  and  die  characteristics.  250  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-818.  List  $25,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Qold  Eagles  1795- 
1804.  By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka.  The  first  systematic 
compilation  of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  the  known  eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95,  before 
your  discount.  Only  a  few  hundred  copies  were  printed,  we 
bought  the  remaining  supply ,  and  we  expect  this  book  will 
become  very  difficult  to  obtain  once  our  stock  runs  out! 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Qold 
Coins.  By  David  Akers.  Much  worthwhile  information 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  welcome  interesting  com¬ 
munications.  Address  Paul  Mont¬ 
gomery,  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894,  or  reach  Paul  on  his 
personal  website,  paul@bowers- 
andmerena.com.  Items  deemed  of 
interest  may  he  reproduced  in  one  of 
our  publications. 


about  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Augustus  Saint-Qaudens  1848- 1907:  A  Master 
of  American  Sculpture.  By  Musee  des  Augustins.  This 
book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint-Gaudens,  his  home, 
and  more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BSG-601.  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95,  before 
your  discount. 


GOLD  DOLLARS 


Mint  State  1849  Gold  Dollar 
Open  Wreath  Design 
Large  Head 


1849  Large  Head.  Open  Wreath.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  A 
nice  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  (The 
holder  does  not  mention  the  Large  Head 

style.) . 2,400 

1853-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  and 
nicely  centered  example  with  brilliant  light 
yellow  gold  lustre . 535 


Mint  State  1854  Type  II  $1  Gold 


highly  lustrous.  Very  well  struck  with  the  cen¬ 
tral  figures  of  the  date  on  the  reverse  being 
hold,  an  unusual  situation  as  these  are  typi¬ 
cally  weak.  Excellent  details  on  the  head, 
wreath,  and  other  features.  Late  state  of  the 
dies  with  interesting  clash  marks  visible,  par¬ 
ticularly  within  the  wreath  on  the  reverse 
where  the  outline  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty 
can  he  seen.  In  everlasting  demand  due  to 
the  necessity  of  the  scarce  Type  II  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  gold  sets .  2,850 
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1855  AU-5  3  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 
with  deep  orange  toning . 875 

Mint  State  1860-SGold  Dollar 


1860-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  extremely  sharp  design  features 
and  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  slightly 

prooflike . 3,450 

1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre . 575 

1870  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow'  gold 
surfaces  with  faint  hairlines  and  trivial  abra¬ 
sions.  A  scarce  date . 840 

Gem  1878  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  with  few  gem 
quality  example*  Jcnowm  today.  Highly  lustrous 
orange  gold  surfaces  with  reflective  fields  and 
very  sharp  design  features.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  three  finer  coins,  all  MS-66 . 5,200 


Quarter  Eagles 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  wdth  a 
memorable  1796  and  continues  to  include  a 
number  of  other  highly  important  pieces — just 
check  the  1856-S!  Beyond  that  there  are  enough 
delicacies  that  the  quarter  eagle  specialist  will 
forever  remember  this  offering. 

Lustrous  1  796  No  Stars  $2.50 
First  United  States  Quarter  Eagle 


1796  No  Stars.  Breen-1.  Rarity-4+.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  few  very  minor  abrasions;  how¬ 
ever,  these  are  absolutely  consistent  with  the 
grade  of  this  example.  Very  light  breaks  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  lustre,  evidence  of  the  slight  wear 
that  defines  the  AU-58  grade.  This  is  the 
very  first  coinage  design  for  the  quarter  eagle 
denomination,  and  these  coins  were  minted 
late  in  the  year.  There  are  actually  three  die 
varieties  of  1796  quarter  eagle  coinage 
known,  two  w  ithout  stars  on  the  obverse,  the 


third  with  stars.  Of  course,  all  three  of  these 
have  stars  as  part  of  the  reverse  design.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  the  first  variety,  unknown 
to  Walter  Breen  and  an  extreme  rarity  even 
today,  was  from  the  very  first  quarter  eagle 
delivery  of  September  21,1 796  and  consist¬ 
ing  of  just  66  coins.  The  second  delivery  was 
dated  December  22,  1796  and  included  897 
coins,  almost  certainly  all  of  the  variety  of¬ 
fered  here.  A  final  delivery  of  quarter  eagles, 
actually  dated  January  14,  1797,  included  432 
coins  that  we  believe  were  the  1796  With 
Stars  coinage.  Today,  only  90  to  100  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  variety  are  known,  mostly  in 
lower  grades  or  with  some  damage.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  rarity  for  the  highly 
advanced  collector .  90,000 

Important  1834  Classic  Head  $2.50 

1834  Large  Head.  AU-58  (NGC).  This  is  a 
very  scarce  variety  within  the  Classic  Head 
type,  with  broken  M  in  AMERICA.  Light 
yellow  gold  with  hints  of  green.  Slightly 
prooflike  around  the  devices .  1,495 

Beautiful  1841-C  $2.50 
Lustrous  AU-58 


1841-C  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  yellow'  gold. 
Nicely  struck.  A  very  pleasing  example  of 
this  Charlotte  issue.  Only  10,281  w'ere 
struck,  of  which  w'e  believe  100  to  150  sur¬ 
vive,  most  of  them  being  EF  or  lower  ranges 
of  AU.  The  present  coin  is  distinctly  above 
average .  12,000 

Important  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1846-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  surface  quality.  Only  a  few  faint 
hairlines  are  noted.  A  depression  in  Liberty’s 
cheek  appears  to  be  as  struck.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  nine  finer  examples  from  MS-60  to 
MS-64 .  3,375 

Desirable  1847  Quarter  Eagle 

1847  ALJ-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  elements  and 
nearly  complete  lustre.  Satiny  in  appearance 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields.  Pale  orange  ton¬ 
ing  is  primarily  limited  to  the  reverse.  1 ,400 


1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrum  85, 

Impressive  1856-S  Quarter  Eagle  Rarit\ 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1856-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  w  ith 
deep  rich  lustre,  and  attractive  delicate  orange 
hues.  Sharply  struck.  The  1856-S  is  a  great 
rarity  even  in  the  AU  grade,  much  less  MS-60. 
At  the  level  offered  here  the  present  piece  is 
of  extraordinary  rarity  and  importance,  coming 
together  to  create  a  “must  have”  coin  tor  the 

advanced  gold  specialist .  2 1 ,000 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Lustrous  1859-S  Quarter  Eagle 


Nicely  struck.  A  splendid  1859-S  quarter 
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eagle,  the  importance  of  which  is  accelerated 
by  the  great  interest  in  gold  coins  of  this  era 
engendered  by  the  fabulous  discovery  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America  Treasure,  lost  in  1857. 
The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  treasure,  lost  in 
1865,  contributes  to  the  enthusiasm  as  well. 
The  1859-S  quarter  eagle  falls  through  the 
cracks,  no  equivalent  pieces  on  the  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  too  late  of  course  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Relatively  few  survive  in  a  con¬ 
dition  such  as  this . 4,100 

1861  New  Reverse.  MS62  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre,  the  re¬ 
verse  somewhat  lighter  than  the  obverse. 
From  the  new  design  hub  w  ith  slender  arrow¬ 
heads  and  other  features  somewhat  more 
delicate  in  appearance .  700 


Important  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1862/1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
light  yellow  gold  and  very  faint  hairlines. 
Traces  of  deeper  orange  toning  are  evident 
along  the  borders.  The  features  of  this 
overdate  are  bold.  This  is  a  very  rare  variety 
that  was  first  discovered  by  Aubrey  Bebee  in 
1962.  Perhaps  a  couple  dozen  are  known 
today.  Exactly  24  coins  have  been  certified 
by  PCGS  with  just  six  of  those  in  higher 
grades  than  the  present  coin . 3,500 


Important  1866  Quarter  Eagle 


1866  EF-40  (NGC).  Lightly  circulated.  Well 
struck  and  attractive.  A  truly  remarkable 
coin,  one  of  an  estimated  25  to  40  surviving 
from  a  circulation  strike  of  only  3,080 

pieces . 3,380 

1873  Close  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow 
gold  lustre.  An  outstanding  quality  ex¬ 
ample.  Produced  early  in  the  year.  The  ini¬ 
tial  date  logotypes  for  all  denominations  had 
a  digit  3  with  very  closely  spaced  upper  and 
lower  left  knobs.  Complaints  were  received 
from  the  public  that  this  date  style  looked  to 
much  like  1878,  thus  new  date  logotypes 
were  prepared  with  a  more  open  appearing 

digit  3 .  1,300 

Historically,  the  two  date  logotypes  have  been 
tailed  Open  3  and  Closed  3.  We  prefer  the  term  Close 
3,  however,  as  the  digit  is  technically  not  closed. 
Essentially,  the  obsolete  (hopefully)  term  Closed  3 
suggests  that  the  upper  and  lower  left  knobs  of  this  digit 
actually  touch. 


1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold 

with  frosty  lustre  and  faint  pink .  700 

Lustrous  1873-S  Quarter  Eagle 
1873-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  yellow'  orange 
gold.  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  at  AU.  .  1,525 

Mint  State  1874  Quarter  Eagle 

1874  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attractive 

example  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre  and 
extremely  sharp  design  features.  Just  3,920 
examples  were  minted  and  very  few  of  these 
survive  today.  Both  PCGS  and  NGC  com¬ 
bined  have  certified  just  39  examples  of  this 
issue  in  all  Mint  State  grades . 2,600 

Rare  Mint  State  1875-S  $2.50 


1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  except 
for  the  eagle’s  leg  to  the  left.  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  1875-S. 
The  mintage  of  1 1,600  quickly  slipped  into 
circulation,  and  afterward  most  pieces  disap¬ 
peared.  We  believe  125  to  175  exist  today, 
mostly  in  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF.  At  the 
Mint  State  level  most  are  “low  end,”  and,  in 
any  event,  there  are  only  six  to  10  of  them 
around.  It  is  readily  seen  that  the  quarter 
eagle  specialist  will  want  to  sit  up  and  take 
special  notice  of  this  offering!  . 4,100 

Gem  1878  Quarter  Eagle 


1878  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extremely  important 
gem  quality  example  of  this  rare  issue.  Al¬ 
though  not  a  rare  date,  this  qualifies  as  a 
Condition  Rarity  with  just  six  finer  examples 
certified  by  both  PCGS  and  NGC  com¬ 
bined . 3,000 


Gem  1879  Quarter  Eagle 


1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 

tre.  Sharply  struck.  A  thoroughly  delightful 
quarter  eagle .  3,900 

1880  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 

trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  pale  or¬ 
ange  toning  at  the  borders.  Low  mintage  of 
just  2,960  circulation  strikes . 975 


1882  MS-62  (NGC).  1  hghly  lustrous  with  rich 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  light  orange  toning. 
A  scarce  issue  with  just  4,000  examples  origi¬ 
nally  struck .  1,150 


Seldom  Seen  1885  $2.50 


1885  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold.  Some¬ 
what  prooflike  surfaces.  Dig  in  the  field  be¬ 
low  the  hair  bun,  otherwise  this  piece  would 
be  graded  higher.  The  1 885  is  seldom  seen  in 
Mint  State,  as  there  was  no  reason  for  collec¬ 
tors  to  save  such  coins — Proofs  being  avail¬ 
able  at  the  time . 5,350 


Choice  Mint  State  1894  $2.50 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  elements  and  reflective  fields. 
Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,700 

Gem  Mint  State  1895  Quarter  Eagle 


1895  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  gorgeous  gem 
example.  Sharply  struck  in  rich  yellow  gold 
with  brilliant  and  frosty  lustre.  A  hint  of 
pinkish  toning  adds  to  the  overall  eye  appeal 
of  this  gem.  An  important  issue  from  a  low 
mintage  of  just  6,000  coins . 4,300 

Gem  1897  Quarter  Eagle 
1897  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful.  An  ideal  coin  for  a  high  quality 
type  set  and,  of  course,  just  right  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  specialist  as  well .  2,750 

Superb  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1902  MS-67  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  su¬ 
perb  surfaces  and  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Sharply  struck  with  light  yellow  gold 
lustre.  This  outstanding  gem  is  sure  to 

please . 5,200 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  sharp 
design  elements  and  deep  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Exceptional  surfaces  with  a  small  lint  mark  at 
base  of  Liberty’s  bust.  Does  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  have  a  “corner"  on  the 
market  for  choice  and  eye-appealing  quarter 
eagles?  It  would  seem  so  from  this  listing! 
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Actually,  there  are  quite  a  few  around,  hut 
those  in  our  possession  are  all  hand-picked 
tor  quality .  1,350 

1903  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  360 

Gem  1 904  Liberty  Quarter  Eagle 

1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 

gent  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  very 
sharp  design  elements.  Examples  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  are  seldom  encountered .  1,900 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

faint  orange  peripheral  toning .  775 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  orange-yellow 

gold.  Lustrous.  A  nice  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  date,  and  on  the  present  market,  quite 
affordably  priced . 695 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow'  gold  lustre . 650 

Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 

1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  u'ith 

very  sharp  design  features.  A  wonderful  can¬ 
didate  for  your  date  or  type  collection.  A 
small  darker  toning  line  is  noted  in  the  right 
obverse  field . 2,195 


Choice  Mint  State  1909  Indian  $2.50 

1909  MS-64  (NGQ).  Rich  and  satiny  yellow 

gold  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of  this 
scarcer  issue .  1 ,900 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  yellow- 

orange  surfaces .  1,280 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lustrous. ..  455 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some 

splashes  of  iridescence.  Appealing .  1,195 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,195 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  lustre . 455 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 455 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold,  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty . 243 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow-orange 
with  some  hints  of  iridescence.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  scarcest  (by  far)  Philadelphia 
Mint  quarter  eagle  of  the  design  type.  3,795 
1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  285 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow  gold 
with  nearly  full  lustre .  289 


Lustrous  1915  Quarter  Eagle 
1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  deep  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  and  sharp  design  elements .  1,500 


1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1 1 1 50 

1925-1)  MS-64  (NC X  )  \  ery  sh  mck 

w'ith  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,000 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with 

a  hint  of  pink .  1 ,000 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  w  ith  lovely 

yellow  gold  lustre .  775 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 455 


S3  Gold 


Our  offering  of  $3  issues  includes  several 
significant  pieces,  most  notably  an  1873  rarity, 
but  w'ith  a  memorable  1883  and  other  pieces 
as  well.  Actually,  we  have  quite  a  few  $3  coins 
in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  How¬ 
ever,  if  history  repeats  itself,  this  pleasing 
situation  won’t  last  long! 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  By 

Q.  David  Bowers.  Award-u'inning  study  of  the  su¬ 
perb  collection  assembled  over  a  period  of  many 
years  by  Harry  Bass.  499  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
fully  illustrated  in  color  throughout.  Stock  No.BBM- 
148.  List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Extraordinary  and  exceptional  is  this  book, 
which  has  a  separate  section  on  $3  gold,  one  of 
Harry  Bass’  specialties.  If  you  are  not  sure  you 
would  like  to  own  one,  when  you  call  to  order 
hooks  ask  Mary  Tocci,  to  send  you  a  copy  on  ap¬ 
proval.  This  she  will  then  do,  and  you  can  see  for 
yourself.  If  you  want  to  become  an  expert  in  gold 
coins,  this  book  will  give  you  a  seven-league  jump 
in  the  right  direction! 

Mint  State  1854  $3  Gold 
1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.2,600 


Scarce  1856-S  Three-Dollar 
1856-S  Breen-6355.  Medium  S.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  with  a  hint  of 
green.  This  is  a  lovely  example  with  satiny 
lustre  and  very  few  light  surface  marks.  With 
a  mintage  of  34,500  coins,  this  is  the  fifth 
highest  mintage  of  the  denomination,  how¬ 
ever,  it  remains  scarce,  especially  in  higher 
grades . 2,150 


Mint  State  1859  $3  Gold 


1859  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  a  hint  of  green.  The  fields  are  satiny  and 
very  slightly  prooflike.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  specialist . 3,800 


Desirable  1870  $3  Gold 
1870  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  from  a 
mintage  of  just  3,500  coins.  Very  lightly 
cleaned  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and 
hints  of  prooflike  fields . . .  1 ,900 


1871  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  much  mint  lustre 
remaining.  The  1871  is  elusive  in  any  and  all 
grades — just  take  out  your  trusty  copy  of  A 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  and  check  the 
mintage! .  1,275 


Choice  1872  $3  Gold 


1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  Nicely  struck.  A  very  attractive 
example  of  this  date,  elusive  in  all  grades, 
and  particularly  so  in  a  combination  of  a 
fairly  high  number,  as  here,  with  excellent 
eye  appeal  (as  here).  Perfect  (not 
repunched)  date.  A  find  for  the  advanced 
gold  enthusiast . 9,850 


Important  1873  Close  3  $3  Gold 


1873  Close  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  proof- 

like.  Warm  yellow-orange  gold.  An  excellent 
specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  the  third  rar¬ 
est  Philadelphia  Mint  $3  gold,  after  1875  and 
1876.  The  number  of  equivalent  pieces  in  the 
numismatic  universe  is  numbered  only  in  the 
dozens,  a  small  quantity  in  terms  of  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  numismatists  in  the  United  States 
and  the  great  desire  for  19th  century  gold 
coins  that  are  at  once  interesting  and  rare. 
The  present  piece  will  be  comfortable  in  an 
advanced  cabinet . 7,950 

Mint  State  1874  $3  Gold 

1874  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  and 

fully  brilliant  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  hints  of  greenish  toning .  2,395 

1874  AU-55.  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  example 
with  a  few  very  minor  hairlines . 995 


Lovely  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of 
pinkish  toning.  An  attractive  example  for 
the  date  or  type  collector.  Tins  is  considered 
a  common  date  within  this  denomination,  if 
any  could  be  called  common .  2,600 
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1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow 
gold . 1,275 

Mint  State  188}  rhree-Dollar  Gold 


1883  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  important  is¬ 
sue  from  a  circulation  strike  mintage  of  just 
900  coins,  one  of  few  gold  issues  with  mint¬ 
ages  below  1,000  examples.  Coined  in  light 
yellow  gold,  both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
reflective  fields  providing  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Although  the  surfaces  are  very  lightly 
abraded,  this  example  has  exceptional  eye 
appeal  for  the  grade . 4,400 


Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  follow¬ 
ing  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting 
and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and  types, 
from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to 
late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will  find  a 
piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call  quickly 
for  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Early  Half  Eagles 


Lustrous  1803/2  Half  Eagle 


1803/2  B-1C.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  in  warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A  coin 
with  a  very  pleasing  personality,  one  that  has 
never  been  cleaned  or  dipped.  Some  splashes 
of  subtle  orange  toning  add  to  the  appeal. 
The  overdate  feature  is  extremely  bold  even 
under  low  magnification.  A  handsome,  thor¬ 
oughly  desirable  example  of  this  early  19th 
century  half  eagle .  5,750 

Desirable  1 808  Half  Eagle 


1808  Normal  Date.  B-4B.  AU-55  (NGC). 


Pleasing  greenish  yellow  gold  with  traces  of 
orange  toning  on  the  highest  points.  The 
surfaces  are  lightly  abraded  as  usual.  This  is 
an  example  of  John  Reich’s  handiwork  at  the 
Mint.  Reich  was  hired  the  previous  year  and 
set  about  introducing  new  designs  for  all  de¬ 
nominations  of  our  coinage . 4,290 

Appealing  1810  Half  Eagle 


1810  Large  Date,  Large  5.  Breen-6459,  B- 
1  A.  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  lightly  cleaned, 
however,  retaining  considerable  eye  appeal. 
This  bright  greenish  gold  example  has 
nearly  full  lustre.  Well-centered  with  sharp 
obverse  and  reverse  design  definition.  This 
is  one  of  the  plentiful  varieties  of  John 
Reich’s  Capped  Bust  design,  ideal  for  the 
type  collector . 4,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1835  $5 


1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  most  attractive 
example  with  brilliant  light  yellow  lustre  and 
a  trace  of  green.  A  sharply  struck  and  out¬ 
standing  example  for  the  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tor . 8,195 

1835  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  lightly  abraded  with 
attractive  greenish  yellow  gold  lustre.  1,195 
1838  Small  Denomination.  Breen-6514.  AU- 
50.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  however,  very 
lightly  cleaned.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  con¬ 
siderable  lustre  remaining . 875 

Liberty  head  Half  Eagles 

Mint  State  1840  Narrow  Mill  Half  Eagle 


1840  Narrow  Mill.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a 
lovely  Mint  State  example  with  extremely 
sharp  design  elements  and  brilliant  greenish 
gold  lustre.  A  few  very  light  surface  marks  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  An  extremely  im¬ 


portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  high  quality  example  of  this  early  Lib¬ 
erty  half  eagle.  In  his  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  “very  rare 
above  EF.”  Today,  we  would  characterize  this 
as  “very  rare  in  Mint  State.”  Our  Bass  Collec¬ 
tion  auctions  yielded  12  different  1840  Nar¬ 
row  Mill  half  eagles,  with  1  1  grading  AU  and 
a  single  MS-60! . 4,250 

Lustrous  1841  Half  Eagle 


1841  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright,  brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  lustrous,  desirable,  and  beautiful.  That 
said,  here  indeed  is  a  classic,  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  half  eagle  which  is  seldom  en¬ 
countered  in  Mint  State.  When  one  is  found, 
often  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  lacking. .  5,600 
1848  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  strong  central  details.  While  not  a  rarity, 
this  is  a  very  difficult  issue  to  locate  in  higher 

grades . 630 

1848  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
nearly  full  brilliant  lustre.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity .  500 

1851  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  with  exceptional  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 780 

Lovely  185 1-C  Half  Eagle 


185  1-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Outstanding  with 
lovely  greenish  gold  surfaces .  3,195 

Mint  State  1855-0  $5 
A  Find  for  the  Specialist 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1855-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold. 
Very  sharply  struck  with  a  wealth  of  detail 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  not  at  all 
usual  for  New  Orleans  Mint  coins.  Bright 
surfaces  with  some  suggestions  of  prooflike 
quality.  Contact  marks  here  and  there  are 
defined  by  the  grade.  A  sharp,  desirable, 
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and  exceedingly  rare  specimen  of  an  issue 
which  when  seen  is  apt  to  he  far  below  this 
in  quality .  23,000 

Only  1 1,000  specimens  were  made  of  the  1855-0 
half  eagle,  strictly  a  utilitarian  coin,  and  virtually  all 
were  placed  into  circulation.  Today  we  estimate  that 
only  50  to  80  coins  exist,  of  which  perhaps  two  to  four 
could  he  called  Mint  State,  typically  in  and  around  the 
MS-60  level  as  here. 

Over  the  years  the  high-grade  1855-0  half  eagles 
have  eluded  just  about  all  specialists,  and  we  hasten  to 
mention  that  the  Norweb  Collection  and  the  Pittman 
Collection  each  had  an  AU  coin,  although  both 
numismatists  were  dedicated  connoisseurs. 

While  the  present  1 855-0  is,  of  course,  a  condition 
rarity,  also  very  important  to  its  basic  desirability  is  its 
status  as  a  foundation  rarity  and  a  key  date  as  well.  For 
the  gold  specialist  this  represents  a  rare  prize  of  a  high 
order! 

Mint  State  1861  Half  Eagle 
1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharply  struck 
with  highly  lustrous  yellow  gold . 3,000 

Memorable  1863-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


1863-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces, 
sharply  struck  features,  and  a  justifiable  high 
grade.  Much  lustre  remains  in  protected  sur¬ 
faces  as  well  as  open  areas.  A  truly  beautiful, 
indeed  memorable  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  in  the  half  eagle  series.  From  the 
17,000  struck,  we  believe  that  only  25  to  35 
exist  today,  most  of  the  being  Fine  to  Very 
Fine,  as  David  Akers  commented  back  in 
1979.  “Only  one  specimen  as  high  as  AU  has 
been  sold  at  auction,  and  I  personally  have 
seen  one  only  better  than  EF,”  he  wrote. 
Since  then  we  handled  the  remarkable  trea¬ 
sure  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  (lost  at  sea 
on  August  30,  1865),  which  yielded  three 
examples  in  EF  and  AU  grades.  Still,  the  coin 


remains  an  incredible  rarity. 

The  specialist  will  want  to  call  quickly  to 
reserve  this  piece,  secure  in  the  knowledge 
that  it  may  be  a  long  time  until  an  equivalent 

opportunity  arises .  24,800 

Date  fairly  well  centered  between  the  neck 
truncation  and  the  dentils.  Raised  ridges  among  the 
letters  in  LIBERTY,  particularly  at  LI.  Large  mintmark 
on  reverse.  Note:  The  editor  would  like  to  know  if  these 
raised  ridges  exist  on  other  1863-S  half  eagles  and 
would  welcome  correspondence  concerning  this. 

Remarkable  1867  Half  Eagle 


1867  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre  remaining  in  protected  areas.  A  lovely 
example,  one  of  the  finest  seen.  Another 
highly  unusual  offering. 

There  were  just  6,870  half  eagles  struck  of 
this  date  for  circulation,  and  only  40  to  60 
exist  today,  only  one  or  two  at  the  Mint  State 
level.  Finding  a  high-grade  half  eagle  apart 
from  a  Proof  is  a  difficult  task,  and  this  an¬ 
swers  the  search  very  nicely!  . 6,700 

Notable  1868  Half  Eagle 


1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  prooflike 
surface.  A  splendid  example  that  may  he  a 
circulated  Proof — we  have  not  studied  it 
carefully,  hut  this  seems  to  he  a  possibility.  In 
any  event,  it  was  struck  from  Proof  dies  with 
a  prooflike  surface,  including  within  the 
shield  stripes. 


DENIS  LOR1NG  WRITES 


1  enjoyed  the  latest  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view,  as  always,  and  the  strolling  down 
Memory  Lane. 

I  do  indeed  remember  the  LIEBERTY 
cent.  It  was  a  1955-S,  and  the  object  of 
one  of  my  dumber  trades:  I  obtained  one 
from  my  junior  high  school  shop  teacher 
in  trade  for  a  VG  1 926-S  dime  he  needed 
for  his  Mercury  set. 

Several  years  ago  I  disposed  of  most 
of  my  “world’s  worst  gold  type  set,"  hut 
I  still  have  the  Liberty  and  Saint- 


Gaudens  $20s.  I  enjoy  using  them  to 
flip  for  the  dinner  check  at  a  coin  con¬ 
vention.  Bill  Fivaz,  by  the  way,  is  still 
pursuing  his  complete  “world’s  worst 
type  set.” 

You  should  see  some  of  his  gems! 
PCGS  would  have  to  invent  fractional 
grades! 

I  recently  received  my  More  Adve n- 
tures  with  Rare  Coins  book.  It’s  a  fine 
companion  on  a  lazy  weekend. 

Denis  Loring 


The  mintage  of  the  1868  half  eagle  w  as 
very  restricted,  consisting  of  5,000  for  circu¬ 
lation  (of  which  perhaps  40  to  60  exist  today) 
and  just  25  Prixifs .  7,000 

The  data  logotype  this  year  has  the  18  close,  and 
the  68  significantly  wider  each  about  the  same  space 
Both  8s  lean  to  the  right,  the  second  8  more  so  than  the 
first.  On  the  die  the  logotype  is  very  close  to  the  neck 
truncation. 

1879  MS-61  (NGC  ).  Spots  of  dark  golden  ton 

ing . 440 

1879-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold. 
Highly  lustrous.  Nicely  struck.  A  pleasing 
coin  for  the  date  and  mint  specialist.  ...  890 

1879-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  nearly  full  lustre .  299 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 

iny  lustre,  attractive,  and  desirable  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  date  specialist  or, 
more  likely,  the  type  set  enthusiast . 690 

Gem  Quality  1881  Half  Eagle 


1881  MS-65  (NGC).  An  absolutely  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant 
yellow  gold  highlighted  by  pale  greenish  ton¬ 


ing  along  the  borders .  3,200 

1882-CC  EF-45.  Pale  greenish  gold .  595 


Choice  Quality  1884-S  Half  Eagle- 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
brilliant  orange  gold  lustre.  Very  light  green 
toning  follows  the  borders  on  both  sides.  This 
is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
advanced  collector.  This  example  is  one  of 
just  two  certified  MS-64  by  PCGS  with  none 
finer.  We  feel  that  this  issue  is  substantially 


undervalued  in  the  present  market. ...  2,900 
1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant  lustre .  1,080 


Choice  Mint  State  1886  $5 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  light  pinkish  yellow  gold. 
Although  this  issue  does  not  immediately 
come  to  the  fore  when  one  thinks  of  rare  date 
gold  coins,  the  issue  is  quite  elusive  in  choice 
or  gem  Mint  State.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only 
graded  six  examples  at  this  grade  level,  along 
w  ith  three  finer  coins.  Certainly  a  condition 

rarity .  2,1 50 

188^  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  rich  yellow  gold  and  splashes 
of  orange  on  the  reverse.  A  very  rare  issue 
from  a  surprisingly  low  mintage  of  just  7,520 
coins .  1,075 
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1891  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
nearly  complete  lustre .  300 

1891- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold 

lustre  with  taint  pinkish  toning .  500 

1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 320 

Mint  State  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

1893- CC  N1S-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish 

yellow  gold  with  faint  pink.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  CC  half  eagle .  1,400 

Choice  1897  Half  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel¬ 


low  gold  lustre .  1,525 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant  yellow  gold . 210 


Near  Gem  1898-S  Half  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1898-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  brilliant  and  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Just  four  submissions  have  received  higher 

grades  from  PCGS . 3,500 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

lovely  light  yellow  gold  surfaces . 875 

1 900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  cop¬ 
pery  splashes  along  the  obverse  border. ...  590 
1901/0-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 270 

Gem  1902-S  Half  Eagle 
1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 
example  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Virtually  perfect  surfaces.  A  coin  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,650 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharp  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 895 

1905-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

fully  lustrous . 495 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  with  satiny  yellow 
gold  lustre  and  sharp  design  elements . 540 

Amazing  1907-D  Liberty  $5 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1907-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sublimi¬ 
nal  orange  toning.  This  is  an  extremely  at¬ 
tractive  example  and  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Tied  with 


nine  others  as  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  In 
fact,  just  two  Denver  Mint  issues  were  pro¬ 
duced  with  this  design,  and  both  dates  com¬ 
bined  have  just  one  finer  coin  certified  by 
PCGS.  If  you  are  searching  for  a  top-quality 
Denver  Mint  Liberty  half  eagle,  this  is  the 

coin  for  you .  5,750 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  sharp  design  features.  A  popular  issue 
representing  a  transitional  year  between  the 

Liberty  and  Indian  designs .  1,050 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre . 875 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  with  exceptional  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Boldly  struck .  540 

Indian  half  Eagles 


Choice  Mint  State  1908  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  the  Design 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delight¬ 
ful  example  with  sharp  design  features  and 
satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  First  year  of  the  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt’s  Indian  design  with  incuse  fea¬ 
tures .  3,100 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  choice  and 

attractive  example  with  lovely  yellow  gold 
lustre .  1,150 

1908-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression 
with  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,050 

1908-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  scarce  is¬ 
sue  and  is  seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  We 
are  delighted  to  make  this  coin  available. 
Extremely  weak  mintmark . 475 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  with 

satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  795 

Choice  1909-D  Half  Eagle 


1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  impressive  ex¬ 
ample  with  lovely  orange  gold  lustre.  2,800 

Important  1909-0  Half  Eagle 
1909-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
a  hint  of  green.  Considerable  lustre  remains 
visible.  This  is  an  attractive  example.  Al¬ 
though  weakly  defined,  the  mintmark  is  com¬ 
pletely  outlined .  1,975 


Mint  State  191  1-D  $5  Gold 


191 1- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  pale 

greenish  gold  surfaces.  Just  72,500  were 
struck,  the  second  lowest  mintage  of  the  se¬ 
ries  behind  1909-0 .  3,380 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 

rich  orange  gold  lustre .  690 

1912- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  surfaces.  545 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Warm  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample .  1,125 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095 

1913- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 

faces  with  nearly  complete  lustre.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  to  acquire  this  scarce 
date . 625 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  very  sharp  design  el¬ 
ements.  This  is  an  outstanding  example  for  a 
Mint  State  date  or  type  set .  3,150 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,225 

1914-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  pale 

yellow  gold  lustre .  1,100 

191  5-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
nearly  full  lustre.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
elusive  issue . 625 

1916-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

Important  1929  Half  Eagle  Rarity 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
Choice  Mint  State 


1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Seldom  do  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  offer  an  example  of  this  very 
important  issue.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 
lovely  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  slight  abra¬ 
sions  keep  this  from  the  gem  category.  Just 
eight  finer  MS-65  examples  have  been  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS.  This  was  the  final  half  eagle 
issue  and  the  only  production  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation  during  the  decade.  Although  662,000 
were  coined,  nearly  all  were  later  melted  with 
few  examples  surviving  today .  1 1 ,000 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


THIS  &  THAT 


ACCOLADES  TO  JOHN 
ADAMS:  “It  you  are  lucky,  about  once  a 
year  someone  produces  a  tmly  important 
and  useful  book  about  an  aspect  of  fur 
trading  or  Native  American  material 
culture.  This  is  one  of  these  books.”  Be¬ 
ginning  from  a  nice  review  of  The  Indian 
Peace  Medals  of  George  III  Or  His 
Majesty’s  Sometimes  Allies,  by  John  W. 
Adams,  published  by  George  F.  Kolbe,  in 
1999,  $165;  reviewed  by  the  Museum  of 
Fur  Trade  Quarterly. 

•  •  • 

INTERESTING  LIST:  At  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Literary  Guild  function  re¬ 
cently,  Ed  Reiter  paid  tribute  to  Krause 
Publications,  but  along  the  way  could 
not  resist  naming  some  of  the  curious 
titles  of  publications  that  this  publishing 
giant  has  issued  over  the  years:  Grouse 
and  Woodcock,  How  to  be  a  Jewelry  Detec¬ 
tive,  The  Ultimate  Rubber  Stamping  Tech - 
nique  Book,  Slipcover  Magic,  Oh  Deer! 
The  Venison  Cookbook  for  Beginners,  Lin¬ 
gerie  Secrets,  Old  Car  Wrecks,  Terrific  Tas¬ 
sels  and  Fabulous  Fringe,  Thrown  Pottery 
Techniques  Revealed,  Essentially  Soap,  Vin¬ 
tage  Clothing,  Living  With  Wildlife,  Knit¬ 
ting  in  the  Fast  Lane,  Ultimate  Car 
Spotter’s  Guide,  Spring  Gobbler  Fever, 
Woman’s  Guide  to  Hunting,  Life  is  not  a 
Dress  Size;  Predator  Calling,  How  to  Dress 
a  Naked  Window,  Chinese  Cash,  Collect¬ 
ing  Dinky  Toys,  and  Joe  Bucher’s 
Crankbait  Secrets.  (From  the  N LG  News¬ 
letter,  Autumn  2002). 

•  •  • 

R.D.R.  WRITES:  “Thank  you  for 
the  chance  to  experience  the  grandioso  of 
your  catalogues.  If  I  sell  before  1  die,  it 
will  he  with  your  firm.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  You  help  keep  a  great  hobby  alive 
and  well.” 

•  •  • 

SPREADING  THE  WORD:  “I  en¬ 
joy  coins,  and  as  ANA  Life  Member 


4515  I  try  my  best  to  acquaint  collectors 
of  sports  cards  and  other  things  to  the 
hobby  of  numismatics.  1  have  found  that 
everybody  likes  stories,  and  if  they  have  a 
favorite  coin,  or  have  heard  of  one,  I  will 
tell  them  the  story  it  I  know  it.  I  am  writ¬ 
ing  to  thank  you  and  the  entire  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  staff  for  helping 
me  and  others  to  enjoy  numismatics.  I 
tell  everyone  that  ‘Numismatics  is  his¬ 
tory,  and  history  is  numismatics.’  Now, 
wonder  where  I  heard  that!”  [K.C.] 

•  •  • 

TWO  ASPECTS  OF  QUALITY: 

“I  have  always  been  very  pleased  with 
the  quality  of  both  the  people  and  the 
coins  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  I 
will  he  purchasing  additional  more  coins 
soon!”  (From  Wayne  S.) 

•  •  • 

NICKNAMES:  “I  was  reading  the 
latest  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
noticed  the  call  for  nicknames  for  vari¬ 
ous  coins  that  don’t  have  them  already. 
So  here  goes:  If  the  3-cent  silver  is  nick¬ 
named  the  ‘trime’  perhaps  the  3-cent 
nickel  should  he  nicknamed  the  ‘trickel’ 
(tri  +  nickel  =  trickel,  like  trickle).  And, 
how  about  this  for  a  two-cent  piece: 
‘Two-pay,’  pronounced  like  toupee.” 

(From  Peter  Starck) 

•  •  • 

IS  THERE  NOTHING  SACRED 
ANYMORE?:  “The  EPA  is  spending 
$715,000  to  detennine  whether  trees  in 
the  Ozarks  are  contributing  to  high  levels 
of  formaldehyde  in  the  air  over  St.  Louis 
suspected  of  causing  cancer.  Trees  have 
been  blamed  for  up  to  65%  of  ozone  form¬ 
ing  chemicals  in  cities  such  as  Houston.” 
( USA  Today )  Perhaps  the  next  logical  step 
for  Uncle  Sam  would  he  to  pave  all  of  our 

forests  (just  trying  to  be  helpful! ). 

•  •  • 

“LET’S  ROLL”:  Mark  Borckardt, 
our  senior  numismatist  recently  rolled 


his  seventh  300  game  in  howling  (includ¬ 
ing  four  in  official  competition). 

•  •  • 

PAPER  CONSERVATION: 

“Around  the  world,  old  hooks  and  docu¬ 
ments  are  crumbling  because  paper  made 
with  wood  contains  acids  that  eat  away 
the  fibers.  To  halt  the  rot,  librarians  labo¬ 
riously  sprinkle  paper  with  grains  of  mag¬ 
nesium  oxide,  which  combines  with  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  air  to  create  an  alkali  that  neu¬ 
tralized  the  acids.  Now,  University  of 
Florence  scientists  have  devised  a  treat¬ 
ment  that  they  claim  is  faster  and  more 
effective.  Tiny  particles  of  calcium  hy¬ 
droxide  are  dissolved  in  propanol  alcohol 
and  sprayed  on  the  paper.  The  fibers  soak 
up  the  particles,  forming  an  internal  res¬ 
ervoir  of  alkali  that  keeps  on  fighting  the 
effects  of  wood-pulp  acids.”  (Otis  Port  in 
Business  Week) 

•  •  • 

GORDON  WRUBEL,  a  founder  of 
PCGS,  who  has  graced  our  premises  here 
in  New  Hampshire  for  two  years,  is  mov¬ 
ing  hack  to  California — to  re-hoard  the 
PCGS  ship  and  to  help  with  its  very  nice 
(in  some  ways! )  backlog  of  business — lots 
of  coins  are  on  hand  at  PCGS  just  waiting 
to  get  graded!  Gordon  and  wife  Betty 
have  a  standing  invitation  to  attend  our 
summer  picnic  on  Like  Winnipesaukee  in 
August,  and  we  look  forward  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  seeing  them  here.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  we’ll  all  he  in  contact. 
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$10  Gold  Eagles 

As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  It  this  aspect  is  important  to  you, 
order  with  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as 
your  satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers 
and  Merena.  Our  listing  begins  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  1795,  the  inception  year  of 
American  gold  coinage,  and  goes  forward  to 
include  many  interesting  and  rare  pieces  in  the 
Liberty  Head  series,  concluded  by  some  high- 
grade  Indian  eagles. 

1795  “First  Year” 

Gold  Eagle 


Important  1795  Small  Eagle  $10  Gold 


1795  13  Leaves.  Breen-6830.  B-1A.  AU-58 

(NGC).  We  cannot  emphasize  enough  the 
importance  of  this  opportunity.  This  is  an 
extremely  attractive  example  with  bright 
greenish  gold  lustre  and  very  choice  sur¬ 
faces.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  both 
quite  sharply  struck.  So  many  of  these  early 
gold  coins,  including  examples  already  cer¬ 
tified  by  the  major  grading  services,  have 
light  to  moderate  damage.  In  some  cases  the 
coins  are  more  heavily  marred.  The  present 
example  is  a  pleasing  exception  to  the  rule. 
First  year  of  issue  for  the  denomination,  and 
an  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist 
and  connoisseur . 41,000 


LIBERTY  HEAD  GOLD  EAGLES 

Exceptional  1844  Eagle 


1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Wann  yellow  gold.  Nicely 
struck.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  early 
Liberty  Head  eagle,  a  coin  which  when  seen 
is  most  often  encountered  VF  or  EF.  ..  6,400 

Lovely  AU  1845-0  $10 


1845-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  yellow  gold, 
somewhat  proof! ike  in  protected  areas.  A  far 
above  average  quality  example  of  this  early 
eagle.  When  seen,  the  typical  piece  is  apt  to 
be  VF  or  EF . 9,100 

Important  1865-S  Eagle 
“Perfect”  Date 


1865-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  in 


warm  orange  gold.  Some  toning  around  the 
protected  areas.  Perfect  date,  not  inverted 
date,  and  actually  scarcer  than  the  inverted 
date — an  interesting  turnabout.  A  prize  coin 
which  we  are  very  proud  to  present  for  your 
consideration .  11,700 

Key  1866  $10  Gold 
With  Motto 


1866  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well 
struck,  and  with  much  lustre  still  remaining 
in  protected  areas,  particularly  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  1866  eagle  as  offered  here  is  one 
of  just  3,750  circulation  strikes  believed  to 
have  been  made.  All  were  produced  strictly 
for  utilitarian  purposes,  as  any  numismatist 
desiring  an  example  was  apt  to  buy  a  Proof. 
Today,  relatively  few  exist,  and  those  that  do 
tend  to  be  in  well  worn  grades.  The  present 
piece  is  a  true  find  for  the  specialist.  13,500 

Important  1882-CC  Eagle 


1882-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  virtually 
complete  lustre.  This  is  an  extremely  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  issue.  Walter  Breen  noted 


Robert  C.  Writes  to  Mary  Tocci 


Attn.:  Mary  Tocci,  Publications  De¬ 
partment 

Hi  Mary, 

A  wrhile  back  I  inquired  about  David 
Bowers’  out  of  print  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyckipedia.  After  a  more  than  one- 
year  search  I  have  just  bought  Vol.  1 .  This 
volume  is  the  best  reference  to  date  on 
trade  dollar  as  I’m  sure  you  well  know. 

To  not  put  this  Encyclopedia  (both 
volumes)  back  in  print  would  be  a  disser¬ 
vice  to  the  numismatic  community! 

The  amount  of  information  is  as¬ 


tounding  and  to  date  has  not  been  sur¬ 
passed. 

Now  my  search  continues  for  Vol.  2. 
Wish  me  luck! 

Thank  you  and  hope  David  considers 
this  book  (in  its  entirety)  for  reprint,  a 
sure  sellout! 

Robert  C. 

Editor’s  note:  We've  thought  of  this 
from  time  to  time,  hut  would  prohahly  have 
to  have  a  print  run  of  500  sets  to  make  it 
worthwhile.  If  this  is  ever  dime  the  binding 
would  he  different  so  as  to  make  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  distinctive. 
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this  issue  is  prohibitively  rare  above  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  grade.  Just  6,764  examples  were 
minted.  This  is  virtually  the  finest  available 
quality.  Just  one  coin  has  been  graded  higher, 
and  this  considers  both  PCGS  and  NGC 


populations  combined . 9,850 

1888- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Warm  yellow  orange  surfaces . 980 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 


Mint  State  1892-S  Eagle 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1892-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  example  with  lovely  light  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Although  1 7  examples  have  been  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS  at  this  grade  level,  none  have 
received  a  higher  grade.  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,375 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  faint  orange 

toning . 595 

1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre .  725 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ..  560 

Extraordinary  1901  Liberty  Eagle 


1901  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  outstanding  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  This  impressive  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur . 5,600 

Superb  Gem  1901-S  Eagle 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  Quite  well  struck.  A  few  flecks  are 

noted,  but  overall  of  high  quality .  5,600 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  1,050 
1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  scarce  issue  fea¬ 
tures  soft  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp 
details.  Popular  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Not 
very  many  20th-century  gold  coins  exist  with 
a  little  “o”  (and  it  usually  is  little)  mintmark 

on  the  reverse . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  at¬ 


tractive  greenish  gold  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck . 945 

Choice  Mint  State  1906-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  at  this  grade  level  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  features  and  brilliant  light  yellow 
gold  lustre.  PCGS  has  only  graded  eight 
MS-63  examples  of  this  scarce  date  with 
another  eight  coins  in  higher  grades.  An 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 

specialist . 2,995 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

greenish  gold  lustre .  379 

1907  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold .  195 

Indian  Gold  Eagles 

Our  offering  of  Indian  Head  $10  pieces 
begins  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1907,  and 
continues  to  include  many  interesting  dates  and 
mints,  through  to  1932,  the  last  readily 
collectible  date. 


Choice  Mint  State  1907  Indian  $10 


1907  Indian  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous  with  warm  yellow  orange  sur¬ 
faces.  An  outstanding  quality  example  at 
this  grade  level,  a  piece  well  worth  own¬ 
ing.  Significant  as  the  first  year  of  the 
design . 3,600 

Mint  State  1907  Indian  Eagle 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  highly  lustrous.  Very  attractive.  .  2,100 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  750 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
A  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  33,500 
coins . 950 

1909-D  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre  and  few  minor 
abrasions.  This  ranks  among  the  scarcer  In¬ 


dian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of  just  121,540 
coins .  795 

1909- 1)  MS-60  ( NC  it  ').  An  outstanding  ex.imj  l< 

highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck .  725 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 480 

1910  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  light  yellow 

gold  with  full  lustre . 420 

1910- 1)  MS-61  (NGC.).  Satiny  yellow  gold  lus 

tre . 495 

Lustrous  1911  Eagle- 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  w  ith  bright 

yellow  gold  lustre .  1,975 

Lustrous  191 1-D  Eagle 

191 1- DAU55  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,350 

Mint  State  1912  Eagle- 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  w  ith  frosty 

light  yellow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional  eye 
appeal.  Although  sometimes  considered  a 
common  date,  this  is  much  scarcer  than 
many  in  the  series . 2,470 

Lovely  191 2-S  Indian  Eagle 


1912-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  rich  yellow' 
gold  lustre.  Although  300,000  examples 
were  struck,  very  few  high  quality  survivors 
remain  today.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist . 3,750 

Choice  1913  Gold  Eagle 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  rich 
yellow  gold  lustre.  A  scarcer  date  at  very  little 
premium .  2,250 

Choice  Mint  State  191 4-D  $10 
1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  impressive- 
example  with  highly  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist . 2,800 

Mint  State  1914-D  $10 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
with  faint  pinkish  toning  over  yellow'  gold 
lustre .  1,540 

Brilliant  1915  Eagle- 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  elusive  issue  in 

high  grades . 2,300 

1926  MS-64  (NGC  ).  Lustrous  light  yellow  cold 
surfaces.  An  ideal  candidate  for  your  type 
collection .  1,050 
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Gem  1932  Indian  Eagle 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
The  last  readily  collectible  date  in  the  $10 

series . 2,900 

1932  MS-6-4  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 

with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,050 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  lustrous  surfaces . 985 

$20  Gold 
Double  Eagles 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  double 
eagles  of  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centu¬ 
ries — a  nice  mixture  of  scarce  issues  with 
high-grade  examples  and  pieces  that  are  impor¬ 
tant  for  type  set  purposes. 

Liberty  Head  $20 


Gem  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1857-S  S.S.  Central  America  treasure  coin.  MS- 

65  (PCGS).  Registration  number:  SSCA1 127 
on  holder,  variety  20A,  Spiked  Shield,  per 
Bob  Evans’  classification.  A  lovely  specimen, 
very,  very  lustrous,  nicely  struck,  and  virtually 
definitive  for  the  MS-65  grade.  A  coin  hand 
picked  with  care .  12,750 

Mint  State  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1857-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  highly  lustrous,  fully  brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces.  Extremely  sharply  struck. 
This  is  an  important  opportunity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Designated  as  variety  20A,  Spiked 
Shield . 8,250 

To  our  way  of  thinking  the  discovery  of  the  vast, 
unprecedented,  and  never  to  he  equaled  S.S.  Centra/ 
America  treasure,  amounting  to  $100,000,000,  has 
been  the  pivotal  event  of  the  present  numismatic 


generation.  How  fortunate  we  all  are — you  and  me — to 
have  been  on  the  scene  when  this  happened.  And,  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  we  were  the  epicenter 
of  a  good  deal  of  the  research  and  public  ity — something 
that  is  a  treasure  ot  memories  never  to  he  forgotten! 

1858-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded  yellow 
gold  surfaces  with  considerable  remaining 
lustre.  Struck  after  the  S.S.  Central  America 
tragedy,  therefore,  not  part  of  the  hoard  of 
coins  from  this  ship . 975 

Mint  State  1861  $20 

1861  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
very  attractive  “high  end”  specimen  at  the 
MS-60  level . 2,650 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  yellow  gold. 
Much  lustre  remains  in  protected  areas.  A 
lovely  example  at  the  AU-50  level,  a  piece 
with  a  good  deal  of  life  or  old-fashioned  de¬ 
sirability.  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagles 
are  usually  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades 
than  this .  1,085 

1873  Open  3  Double  Eagle 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  or 
for  the  type  collector.  Although  considered 
a  common  date,  and  this  issue  is  extremely 
common  when  all  grades  are  accounted  for, 
very  few  choice  examples  survive.  PCGS  has 
only  certified  72  submissions  in  higher 
grades,  with  a  total  population  of  2,646  coins 
for  this  date . 2,900 

Pleasing  1874-CC  $20  Gold 

1874- CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  abraded,  yet 

attractive  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with 
some  lustre  remaining .  1,600 

1875- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  lightly  toned  with 

attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces . 600 

1877-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lovely  yellow  gold  lustre . 690 

Mint  State  1878  Double  Eagle 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,680 

Lustrous  1882-S  Double  Eagle 
Condition  Rarity 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1882- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some 

light  toning.  Most  examples  of  1882-S  are  in 
significantly  lower  grades . 2,450 

PCGS  Population:  124;  4  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Important  1883-CC  Double  Eagle 

1883- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  spectacular  ex¬ 
ample  with  virtually  complete  lustre  and 
highly  attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces. 


Sharply  struck . 2,100 

1884- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4,600 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4,800 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive  example  of 

this  popular  date .  1 , 1 00 


In  MS-63  this  coin  is  priced  at  around  $4,800. 


Choice  Mint  State  1888-S  $20 


1888- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  3,750 

1889- CC  EE-45  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow  gold 

surfaces  with  hints  of  rose  toning .  1,350 


Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

1890- CC  AU-50.  Light  yellow  gold  with  few 

very  minor  abrasions  and  hairlines.  Consid¬ 
erable  lustre  remains .  1,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1891-S  $20 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 

lovely  specimen  ot  the  MS-63  grade — hand 
picked  for  quality.  Would  that  all  MS-63 
double  eagles  were  this  nice.  If  you  have  been 
looking  for  a  very  attractive  piece  at  the  MS-63 
level,  this  will  nicely  answer  the  call . 2,150 

1895- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  580 

Almost  4  times  more  in  the  next  grade  up. 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

golden  surfaces .  1,200 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing  example  of 

this  popular  pre-1900  date . 625 

More  than  double  in  the  next  grade. 

1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Another  nice  example 
of  this  popular  date . 625 

Choice  Mint  State  1897  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 

liant  and  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces.  This  is 
an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
advanced  specialist  and  connoisseur.  In  this 
grade,  the  present  example  is  tied  for  the  fin¬ 
est  certified  by  PCGS .  2,600 

Attractive  and  Lustrous  1898  $20 
Value  Jump  Potential! 

1898  MS-62.  Attractive  surfaces,  difficult  to 

find  due  to  the  price  jump  in  the  next  grade, 
as  an  MS-63  coin,  only  a  teensy  weensy  bit 
finer,  has  a  market  value  of  over  $4,000.  No 
wonder  A1  Pinkall  snapped  this  up  when  he 
saw  it  for  sale!  .  1,480 

Value-Grade  1898-S  Double  Eagle 

1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  and 
very  lustrous.  Quite  elusive  in  this  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  rich  lustre,  although 
lower  grade  pieces,  such  as  AU  and  lower  MS 
ranges,  are  not  difficult  to  find.  Take  note  that 
in  just  one  numerical  grade  higher,  MS-65,  this 
coin  jumps  to  the  $7,000  range — something  to 
ponder  regarding  value!  . 1 ,850 

1898- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  afford¬ 
able  ,  sure  to  please . 575 

Nearly  Gem  1899-S  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1899- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Just  three  examples 
of  this  issue  have  been  certified  in  finer 

grades . 3,000 
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Impressive  1903-S  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality 
with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  delightful 
example.  Just  five  finer  MS-65  examples 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS .  2,600 

Mint  State  1905  Double  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose 
toning.  This  is  very  sharply  struck.  Just 
58,910  circulation  strikes  were  minted,  the 
second  lowest  production  of  any  Liberty 
double  eagle  from  the  20th  century.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  seldom  encountered  in  higher 
grades . 3,850 


Important  1906-D  $20 
First  Denver  Mint  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  stunning  Mint 
State  example  has  exceptional  surfaces  for  the 
grade  and  lovely  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Highly  attractive  and  truly  a  coin  that  wall 
please  even  the  most  discriminating  of  collec¬ 
tors.  A  condition  rarity  with  just  a  single  finer 
MS-65  example  certified  by  PCGS.  ...  3,000 

1906- S  AU-58  (PCGS,  Bass).  Satiny  yellow- 

gold  with  virtually  complete  lustre.  From  the 
Bass  Collection . 529 

Choice  1907-S  Double  Eagle 

1907- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features .  1,675 


Saint-Gauoens$20 

Our  offering  of  Saint -Gaudens  double  eagles 
in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review  i>  rather 
amazing — as  you  will  see  once  you  progress  to 
the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  mid-  and  late 
1920s!  This  listing  may  well  he  unprecedented 
in  anything  we’ve  ever  done! 


Outstanding  MCMVI1  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational  example 
with  choice  surfaces  and  satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre.  The  surfaces  are  pristine  and  this 
lovely  double  eagle  possesses  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  for  the  grade.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  an  example  of  this  issue  for  your  col¬ 
lection,  the  present  opportunity  should  not 


Only  a  few  hundred  copies  remain! 

A  California  Gold  rush  History 

featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 


A  message  from  Dave  Bowers 

Take  the  greatest  gold  coin  treasure  ever  found,  add  to  it  the  greatest  gold  ingot 
treasure  ever  found,  blend  in  the  incredible  saga  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  and  its  loss 
at  sea,  add  the  story  of  the  Columbus-America  Discovery  Group  and  how  the  long-lost 
ship  was  found  7,200  feet  down  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  its  treasure  recovered,  and 
you  have  part  of  the  thrilling  narrative  in  this  book. 

With  a  budget  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  Dwight  Manley  and  the 
California  Gold  Marketing  Group  commissioned  me  to  create  a  book  that  would 
not  only  include  the  S.S.  Central  America  saga,  but,  far  beyond  that,  would 
encompass  one  of  the  most  dynamic,  most  memorable  eras  in  American  history — 
the  California  Gold  Rush. 

While  I  believe  that  the  book  would  stand  on  its  own  no  matter  how  it  was  presented, 
it  is  incredible  that  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group  spared  no  expense  in  creating 
a  large  fully  color  illustrated  volume  of  1,051  pages  in  length— printed  on  high  quality 
paper  and  in  a  quality  bindings.  The  book  weighs  approximately  1 1  pounds! 

List  price:  $199  (plus  $10  shipping). 

With  your  B&M  discount:  $160  (plus  $10  shipping). 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993 
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be  missed.  We  recommend  a  phone  call  as 
soon  as  you  see  this  listing.  W  ho  knows,  per¬ 
haps  you  will  be  the  first  to  call! .  18,900 


Lovely  MCMVI1  High  Relief  $20 


MCMV1I  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  MS- 

62  (NGC).  Another  impressive  example  of 
this  popular  issue.  Light  yellow  gold  with  satiny 
lustre.  Every  numismatist  wants  to  own  one  of 
these,  but  only  a  few  thousand  exist  in  all 
grades.  If  this  classic  is  on  your  “want  list,” 
check  this  piece  for  quality  and  value!  1 1,500 

Choice  1907  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
Arabic  Numerals 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  attractive .  1,500 

Choice  1909  Double  Eagle 
1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  deep  yellow  gold 
with  soft  frosty  lustre.  An  appealing  example 


for  the  connoisseur . 2,700 

1909  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 


“Lots  of  Value”  1909-D  Double  Eagle! 


1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Elusive  date  with 
above  average  eye  appeal.  Take  note  that  in 
just  one  numerical  grade  above,  MS-65,  this 
date  and  mint  is  valued  at  about  $30,000!  If  we 
were  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Saint- 
Gaudens  twenties  and,  regardless  of  our  bank 
account,  wanted  what  seems  to  be  a  great 
value  for  the  money,  we  would  jump  on  this 

one!  Think  about  it . 6,950 

1909-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example 
with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  and  desirable .  1,200 

Choice  Mint  State  1909-S  $20 

1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
very  lustrous.  A  “high  end”  example  among 
MS-64  double  eagles.  Not  often  seen  this 
.  1,450 


Highly  Lustrous  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece 
with  super  eye  appeal.  A  really  dandy  1910- 
D.  Lucky  you,  if  you  are  the  buyer! ....  3,250 


Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 

1910- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains . 445 

Scarce  Mint  State  1911  Double  Eagle 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous. ...  1,875 

191 1- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Above  average  in  qual¬ 

ity,  so-called  “high  end”  or  “premium  qual¬ 
ity,”  to  our  eye .  1,300 

1911  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

a  hint  of  pink  toning .  575 

1912  AU-53  (PCGS) . 450 

Choice  Mint  State  1913  Double  Eagle 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  example 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date .  1,800 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  MS-62  with  the  eye 
appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  It  seems  to  us  that  if 
just  a  notch  higher,  in  MS-63  grade,  the  19/3 
trades  for  about  $4,000,  this  coin  offers  a  lot  of 
value.  Even  if  you  are  a  multi-millionaire 
(which  you  probably  are  not),  there  is  some¬ 
thing  to  be  said  for  buying  wisely — and  get¬ 
ting  a  lot  of  value  for  the  price  you  pay.  Or, 
at  least  that  is  what  we  would  do . 825 

Choice  Mint  State  1913-D  $20 

1913- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

A  lovely  specimen  of  this  early  Denver  Mint 
double  eagle,  just  right  for  a  date  and  mint 
collection! .  1,600 

Gem  1914-D  $20  Saint 

1914- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
deep  orange  gold  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces. 
Hand  picked  for  its  lovely  appearance!  2,900 

Gem  191 5-S  Double  Eagle 

191 5- S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  absolutely  gorgeous 

example  with  deep  and  frosty  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Typical  “orange  peel”  surface  as  almost 
always  seen  on  this  issue .  1 ,975 

Eye-Appealing  191  5-S  Double  Eagle 

191 5-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Super  eye  appeal  has 
this  1915-Sin  the  view  of  Pam  Roberts,  who 
was  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staffer 


who  added  it  to  this  list.  Indeed,  we  concur — 
it  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  quite 
some  time .  2,1 50 

Gem  1916-S  $20  Gold 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  gold. 
Important  as  the  last  double  eagle  minted 
prior  to  the  World  War  (after  which  coinage 

resumed  in  1920) .  2,250 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces . 839 

1922- S  MS-61  (ANACS).  An  attractive 

example  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 1 ;  1 2  5 

Gem  1923-D  Saint-Gaudens  $20 

1923- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  with 

highly  lustrous  and  frosty  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  This  is  the  most  plentiful  Denver  Mint 
issue  and  a  candidate  for  the  type  collector 
seeking  coins  from  this  facility . 2,900 

Gem  1924  Double  Eagle 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  with 
brilliant  and  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  This  is  the  gem  quality 
example  you  have  been  searching  for.  2,750 
1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  splashes  of  coppery  orange  toning.  590 


Dr.  Robert  M. 
Stark  Writes 

Dear  Dave: 

I  write  on  the  occasion  of  your 
150th  Rare  Coin  Review  to  express 
appreciation  and  thanks  for  your 
splendid  contributions  to  virtually 
every  aspect  of  coin  collecting. 

Since  my  chance  beginnings  with 
coins  close  to  50  years  ago,  I  have  read 
much  of  your  writings  and  have  fol¬ 
lowed  your  business  activity. 

Blessed  with  imagination  and  fi¬ 
nancial  savvy,  a  lively  interest  in  the 
literary  and  historical,  coupled  with 
your  good  sense,  enduring  values,  es¬ 
chewing  fads  and  appropriately  label¬ 
ing  them,  you  have  aided  coin  collec¬ 
tors  in  enjoying  a  more  rewarding 
hobby.  Your  contributions  are  neither 
easy  to  describe  err  to  overestimate. 

In  real  measure  you  have  become 
a  coin  collecting  legend  in  your  own 
time.  Every  fine  wish  for  your  con¬ 
tinued  success  as  you  begin  the 
“next  fifty.” 

Bob  Stark 
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1924  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1924  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 

Choice  Mint  State  1924-D  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  pristine  surfaces  and  considerable 
aesthetic  appeal.  Rich  yellow  gold  lustre  is 
evident  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  with 
extremely  sharp  design  elements.  With  this 
coin  we  cross  the  threshold  into  the  land  of 
mintmarked  rarities  in  the  double  eagle  se¬ 
ries — a  grand  adventure!  . 8,900 


Choice  1924-D  $20  Gold 


1924-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  light  yellow 
gold  with  orange  overtones.  This  is  a  delight¬ 
ful  example  for  the  connoisseur.  Wow!  A  sec¬ 
ond  example  of  this  seldom-seen  coin!  This 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  indeed  special! .  5,800 

Mint  State  1924-D  $20 
1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
light  yellow  gold  lustre  and  a  hint  of  pinkish 
toning.  And,  would  you  believe  it,  yet  an¬ 
other!  A  value-priced  example  of  the  famous 
1924-D,  highly  affordable! . 2,400 

Choice  1924-S  Double  Eagle 
Classic  Rarity 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  rich 
yellow  gold  lustre.  Wisps  of  green  highlight 


this  example.  A  classic  rarity,  another  seldom- 
seen  late-date  Saint-Gaudens  mintmark.  Nut 
often  do  we  have  one  for  sale .  5,900 

Superb  Gem  1925  $20 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
popular  date  in  an  “ultra”  grade .  2,750 


Important  1925-D  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of 
pinkish  toning.  An  elusive  issue.  This  is  an 
important  opportunity  for  which  we  suggest 
a  quick  phone  call .  7,800 


Important  1926-S  Double  Eagle 
High  Grade,  High  Quality 
Erstwhile  Great  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen, 
one  of  the  finest  encountered  at  this  grade 
level,  of  a  coin  that  decades  ago  was  consid¬ 
ered  to  he  one  of  America’s  greatest  gold  rari¬ 
ties.  Since  that  time,  some  have  come  to 
light  in  overseas  hoards,  particularly  in  the 
1950s  through  Paul  Wittlin,  but  even  today 
the  issue  remains  elusive — with  a  population 
only  in  the  hundreds.  A  very  “high  end”  MS- 
64  coin  deserving  of  the  attention  of  the  spe¬ 
cialist  and  connoisseur .  5,900 

This  particular  piece  is  from  a  very  early  state  of  the 
die  with  raised  finish  lines,  mostly  vertical,  discernible 
under  high  magnification,  the  first  such  early  impression 
we  can  recall  seeing.  The  specialist  in  the  style  of  the 
late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  who  enjoyed  studying  coins  in 
minute  detail,  will  find  this  feature  to  he  a  bonus, 
although  no  premium  is  charged  for  it. 

Choice  1926-S  Double  Eagle 
1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Surprise!  Another 
specimen  of  this  scarce  issue.  We  mentioned 
that  this  Rare  Coin  Review  is  special!  Actu¬ 
ally,  having  multiple  rarities  is  not  signifi¬ 
cantly  unusual  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 


Galleries.  We  remember  one  fine  day  in 
which  three  of  the  10  known  1884  trade  dol¬ 
lars  were  in  our  bank  vault  at  the  same  time! 
Such  are  the  delights  of  professional  numis¬ 
matics!  Fully  brilliant  with  deep  yellow  gold 
lustre .  5,900 


Important  1926-S  Double  Eagle 

1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  And,  still  they  come! 
Here  is  another  very  worthwhile  specimen  of 
this  famous  late-date  double  eagle,  a  coin 
that  is  at  once  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very 
attractive.  As  noted,  the  1926-S  double  eagle 
is  steeped  in  a  great  amount  of  coin  lore,  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  decade  of  the 
1920s,  and  a  piece  that  prior  to  the  early 
1950s  was  virtually  impossible  to  find.  After¬ 
ward,  some  pieces  came  to  light  in  overseas 
vaults,  increasing  the  supply,  but  today  ex¬ 
amples  still  remain  elusive  in  comparison  to 
the  demand  for  them.  The  present  piece  is 
quite  nice .  3,650 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Pleasing  surfaces.  Not 
rare,  just  lovely.  A  candidate  for  a  gold  type 
set .  1,150 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  w  ith 

brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  We  have  just 
purchased  a  little  group  of  these — and  invite 
you  to  buy  one  for . 995 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre,  brilliant, 

and  nicely  struck.  Among  MS-65  coins  this 
piece  is  of  hand  selected  quality . 995 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  that  will 
produce  a  smug  feeling  of  ownership  of  a 
beautiful  coin  each  time  you  view  it.  1 ,1 50 


Splendid  1 929  $20  Famous  Rarity 
High  Grade,  Notable  Quality 


1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  “high  end”  specimen  of 
this  classic  rarity,  one  of  the  most  lustrous, 
most  attractive  we  have  seen  at  this  grade 
level — a  coin  with  a  lot  of  “life.”  The  fields  are 
lustrous  rich  yellow-orange  gold.  The  1929, 
made  in  quantity  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
was  one  of  a  number  of  issues  that  w  ere  stored 
by  the  Treasury  Department  and  not  released 
in  quantity  into  circulation.  Years  later,  after 
the  mid  1930s,  they  went  to  the  melting  pot, 
forever  destroying  such  numismatic  treasures. 
Tixlay,  the  offering  of  a  1929  double  eagle  is 
an  event  of  importance,  no  matter  what  the 
grade  of  the  coin  might  be.  A  high  quality 
piece  such  as  this  is  particularly  mi.  ...  23,000 
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Change  Your 
R- is  into  R-8S 

Or,  Finding  the  Elusive 
Lindenmueller  NY630AQ-9a 


The  tokens  of  Gustavus  Lindenmueller 
have  been  familiar  favorites  of  generations 
of  Civil  War  token  collectors.  This  series  of 
New  York  City  store  cards  is  attractive  to 
collectors  for  several  reasons.  The  tokens 
are  large  cent  size,  most  reverses  feature  a 
striking  bust  of  a  heavily  bearded  man — 
presumably  Lindenmueller,  the  obverses 
feature  a  beer  mug  or  the  name  of 
Lindenmueller’s  Odeon  Saloon,  and  most 
varieties  are  very  common  and  affordable. 
Almost  all  Civil  War  token  collectors 
have  some  variety  of  NY630AQ  in  their 
collections,  and  almost  any  dealer  that 
handles  Civil  War  tokens  will  have  one 
or  more  varieties  in  his  stock. 

Gus  Lindenmueller’s  Odeon  Sa¬ 
loon  tokens  also  played  an  important 
part  in  the  history  of  Civil  War  store 
cards.  Hetrich  and  Guttag  stated  in 
their  landmark  1924  catalogue  Civil 
War  Tokens  and  Tradesmen’s  Store 
Cards,  that  Lindenmueller’s  currency 
was  the  first  Civil  War  token  to  he  is¬ 
sued  in  New  York  City.  It  was  first 
used  in  the  spring  of  1863  with  a  total 
mintage  of  one  million  pieces.  This 
pioneering  NYC  merchant  may  have 
also  been  part  of  the  reason  that 
Congress  passed  legislation  in  1864 
forbidding  the  issue  of  any  private 
money.  Hetrich  and  Guttag  reported, 
“It  is  said  that  the  Third  Avenue  Rail¬ 
road  of  New  York  requested 
Lindenmueller  to  redeem  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  his  tokens,  which  they  had  ac¬ 
cepted  in  the  course  of  business,  hut 
this  he  laughingly  refused  to  do.  The 
railroad  had  no  redress,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  incidents  of  this  na¬ 
ture  forced  the  government  to  put  a 
stop  to  their  issue.” 


The  varieties  are  all  well  described 
and  photographed  in  U.S.  Civil  War 
Store  Cards,  by  George  and  Melvin 
Fuld,  except  for  NY630AQ-9a.  This 
variety  is  described  as  having  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  NY630AQ-la  and  a  reverse, 
“similar  to  reverse  of  630AQ-la,  hut 
more  space  between  bust  and  L  of 


ROLOFF.”  There  is  no  photo  available 
in  the  catalogue,  so  identification  of 
this  Rarity-8  variety  with  only  the 
somewhat  cryptic  description  in  the 
text  has  been  difficult  and  confusing. 
Does  “more  space  between  the  bust  and 
L  of  ROLOFF”  imply  that  the  L  is 
dropped  below  the  rest  of  the  letters?  Is 
the  entire  inscription  lower  including 
the  L?  How  much  lower?  Is  the  differ¬ 
ence  so  subtle  that  it  cannot  be  de¬ 


tected  without  a  microscope  with  a 
measuring  grid  in  the  optics?  Hetrich 
and  Guttag  do  not  list  a  variety  of  the 
Lindenmueller  cards  that  would  corre¬ 
spond  to  the  AQ-9  variety,  so  this  to¬ 
ken  must  have  been  a  variety  picked  up 
by  the  Fulds  or  one  of  the  many  numis¬ 
matists  who  contributed  to  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  the  1975  catalogue.  Apparently, 
the  source  of  the  information  has  be¬ 
come  obscured  because  there  was  no 
photograph  of  the  token  available  at 
the  time  of  publication. 

I  decided  to  try7  to  shed  some  light  on 
this  mystery'  by  closely  examining  the  to¬ 
kens  in  my  own  collection  and  in  dealers’ 
stock  as  I  had  the  chance.  The  first  task 
was  to  decide  where  to  look. 

Examination  of  the  listings  shows 
that  the  NY630AQ-2  variety  is  listed 
with  a  reverse  “incuse  of  obverse,” 
which  is  interesting  in  itself  in  that 
the  photo  is  of  an  incuse  of  a  reverse. 
In  any  case,  this  is  an  error  token,  and 
will  not  yield  any  significant  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  die  series. 

The  reverse  dies  for  AQ-3,  AQ-5, 
and  AQ-6  all  have  reverses  that  do 
not  have  the  L.  ROLOFF  die  sinker’s 
name  under  the  bust.  AQ-7  is  a 
muling  of  two  obverses,  and  AQ-8  is 
the  muling  of  two  reverses.  Therefore, 
there  is  no  possibility  that  the  AQ-9 
token  could  be  confused  with  any  of 
these  varieties.  So  the  search  was 
concentrated  on  the  AQ- 1  and  AQ-4 
tokens. 

Close  examination  of  a  fairly  large 
sampling  ofNY630AQ-l  and  AQ-4 
tokens  revealed  that  there  were  no 
tokens  found  where  the  L  in 
ROLOFF  seemed  to  lowered  or  el¬ 
evated  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the 
letters  in  Roloff’s  name.  1  also  observed 
that  all  of  the  reverse  dies  on  the  AQ-4 
variety  seemed  to  be  the  same,  and  that 
this  die  matched  the  reverse  die  of 
many  of  the  tokens  that  had  been 
marked  as  the  AQ- 1  variety.  Therefore, 
we  can  infer  that  the  reverse  die  on  all 
of  the  NY630AQ-4  and  some  of  the 
NY630AQ-1  tokens  is  the  die  that  was 
originally  intended  to  be  listed  as  the 
common  reverse  for  these  two  varieties. 
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a  iANGE  YOUR  R- IS  INTO  R-8S 


by  Spencer  I .  Radnich ,  Jr. 


Some  of  the  tokens  described  as 
NY630AQ-1,  had  a  very  similar,  hut 
slightly  different  reverse.  On  these  to¬ 
kens,  the  position  of  the  entire  L. 
ROLOFF,  not  just  the  L,  is  lower  than 
on  the  A Q- 1  and  AQ-4  reverses.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  die  is  the  “missing” 
NY630AQ-9  reverse.  It  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  see  the  difference  between  the 
two  dies  by  looking  at  the  L  in 
ROLOFF.  It  is  fairly  easy  to  see  the 
difference,  however,  by  checking  the 
position  of  the  last  F  in  ROLOFF  with 
respect  to  the  right  tip  of  the  bust. 

On  the  AQ-1  and  AQ-4  tokens, 
(fig.  1)  the  last  F  in  ROLOFF  is 
even  with  the  right  hand  point  of 
the  bust.  A  line  drawn  across  the  top 
of  the  letters  will  intersect  the  tip  of 
the  bust.  The  last  F  on  the  AQ-9  re¬ 
verse  (fig  2)  is  noticeably  lower  than 
the  tip  of  the  bust.  A  line  drawn  across 
the  tops  of  the  letters  on  this  die  will 
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not  intersect  the  bust  at  all. 

Once  you  become  familiar  with 
what  to  look  for,  the  difference  between 
the  two  dies  can  be  seen  by  the  naked 
eye.  A  low  powered  glass,  however, 
makes  differentiating  between  them 


quite  easy.  Start  with  a  NY630AQ-4 
and  compare  the  reverse  to  the  re¬ 
verse  die  of  the  token  that  has  been 
previously  identified  as  a  NY630AQ- 
1.  If  the  dies  match,  then  the  token 
is  a  NY630AQ-1.  It  the  final  F  in  the 
die  sinker’s  name  is  below  the  tip  of 
the  bust,  you  have  successfully  trans¬ 
formed  the  Rarity- 1  token  into  the 
Rarity-8  NY630AQ-9  variety.  Con¬ 
gratulations! 

One  final  note.  I  suspect  that 
NY630AQ-9a  i  s  much  more  com¬ 
mon  than  the  Rarity-8  designa¬ 
tion  currently  assigned  to  it. 
There  are  two  AQ-1  tokens  in  my 
collection  and  three  AQ-9s. 
Please  examine  your  collections  and 
report  the  findings  to  the  committee 
that  is  revising  the  store  card  cata¬ 
logue  so  that  a  better  estimate  of 
rarity  can  be  included  in  the  next 
edition.  Good  hunting! 
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Want  List  Service 

Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will 
be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price 
range  of  $250  and  up.  Just  copy  this  page,  complete  the  form  and  send  it  to  us  by  mail  or  fax.  Use  extra 
paper  if  needed!  Or  go  to  www.bowersandmerena.com  and  complete  an  electronic  submission  form. 
Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  the  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old- 
time  collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  in  communications  with  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 
Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in 
combination  with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Date  Denoruination/Variety  Grade  or  Grade  Range 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Today’s  Date _  Customer#  (if  known) _  _ _ _ 

Street  _ _ _ 

City _ State _  Zip  _ _ _ _ 

I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  □  By  Phone# _ J  By  Mail _ 

□  By  Fax# _  □  By  E-Mail _ 

Grading  Service  Preference  (If  Any)  _ 
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Send  this  form  in,  or  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper 
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Commemorative 

U.S.  Coins 


COMMEMORATIVE 

Silver  Coins 

We  enjoy  commemoratives,  and  consider 
them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems 
to  us  to  signal  an  opportunity,  and  we’ve  been 
writing  checks  whenever  an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American 
coins,  few  if  any  issues  can  match  com- 
memoratives  for  their  historical  significance. 
Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low 
mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State, 
with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces,  can  he 
purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes 
well  under — certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the 
right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special  in 
mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inven¬ 
tory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for  your 
selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabetical  order 
(more  or  less),  following  numismatic  tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  time!  The  beauty  part  is  that  “Eagle”  al¬ 
bums  can  he  mixed  or  matched  with  your  hook 
order,  earning  you  a  nice  discount! 

Commemorative  Coinage  References 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Qold  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  1892-1989.  By  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen.  An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages,  illustrated. 
Softhound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List  $29.95,  before 
your  discount. 

A  Basic  Quide  to  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins.  By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  A 
far  t-filled  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List 
$14.95,  before  your  discount. 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives.  By  Harry  Laibstain.  A  guide  to  mar¬ 
ket  availability  of  various  issues  in  various  grades. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A.  List  $50,  before 
your  discount. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  PL  (NGC). 
Lightly  toned  with  very  minor  hairlines  and 

fully  reflective  mirrored  fields . 579 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  very  pleasing  coin  that  some  might 
even  call  Mint  State . 350 


Superb  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly 
white,  very  attractive.  We  don’t  see  them 
this  nice  very  often.  The  Lafayette  dollar  is 
one  of  those  coins  that  become  logarithmi¬ 
cally  rare  as  the  grade  increases  notch  by 
notch.  In  MS-65  grade  the  1900  Lafayette  is 
at  least  a  hundred  times  rarer,  perhaps  a 
couple  hundreds  of  times  rarer,  than  in,  say, 
MS-60  preservation .  10,300 

Choice  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a  wisp  of 
light  gold  toning.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample!  .  1,550 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60  (ANACS).  A 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and 

pale  gold  toning . 679 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gold 
and  gray  toning  over  pleasing  surfaces.  239 
1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well 
struck  and  highly  lustrous.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  high  level.  ...  1,050 
1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


with  satiny  lustre  and  a  touch  of  light  toning 
on  the  obverse .  530 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal. ..  325 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 245 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

gem  example . 800 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  satiny  lustre . 650 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre . 95 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre 

with  champagne  toning .  185 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 

champagne  toning.  Fully  lustrous .  1 ,050 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  lustre .  175 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  109 

1935  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  surfaces . 89 

Gem  1935  “Small  1934”-PDS  Boone  Set 

1935  “Small  1934”  Boone  PDS  set.  MS-66 

(NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  about  as  nice 
as  the  day  that  each  individual  piece  was 
struck!  This  is  the  he-all  and  end-all  among 
low  mintage  20th  century  sets,  with  just  2,003 
Denver  Mint  coins  struck  and  just  2,004  San 
Francisco  issues!  In  their  day  these  pieces  cre¬ 
ated  a  great  sensation,  forever  changing  the 
rare  coin  hobby,  the  details  of  which  are  given 
in  Dave  Bowers’  best  selling  book,  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (now  out  of  print;  however,  if  you 
buy  this  set  and  want  a  photocopy  of  this 
part  of  the  hook,  just  mention  this  to  A1 
Pinkall  when  you  order).  Today  in  2003  it  is 
not  often  that  such  a  superb  quality  set  is  en¬ 
countered . 3,300 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 
(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  with  smooth,  satiny  white  lustre.  Only 
2,000  were  released.  Isn’t  the  price  amazingly 
low?  We  think  so!  .  529 

1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 

with  satiny  lustre . 299 

1937  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  a  hint  of  light  champagne  toning.  108 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny 

lustre .  125 
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1938  S  Boone.  MS  62  (PCGS).  An  attractive 


example  with  satiny  lustre .  275 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  ...  600 
1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous .  169 


1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  and  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  superb  coin  from  a  visual  view¬ 
point,  a  piece  of  “must  have”  quality!  Seldom 

encountered  so  nice .  1,230 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  lustre  and  very  slightly  re¬ 
flective  fields .  1,050 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre.  Scarce  so  fine .  709 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gem  quality 

with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre .  700 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  white 

lustre  with  a  trace  of  ivory  toning .  1 1 5 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1 1 5 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive 

quality  with  satiny  lustre .  225 

1936  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  205 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  255 

1936-S  Columbia.  JylS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 225 


Proof  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 


1892  Columbian.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Mirror  like  surfaces.  The  number  of  Proofs  of 
this  issue  is  very  small,  such  pieces  seem  to 
have  been  made  only  during  the  very  early 
period  of  striking,  and  for  presentation,  not 
for  general  sale  to  numismatists .  3,950 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 200 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  bi*own  toning  subdues  the  satiny 
lustre.  The  reverse  is  lighter  with  ivory  lus¬ 
tre . 345 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  light  gold  toning .  235 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 

attractive  example  with  a  touch  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 245 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  attractive  satin  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  very  light  champagne  toning. ..  450 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  satin  lustre  and  subliminal  toning.  200 


1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  very  faint  gold  toning .  199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  ( PC  XiS).  This  satiny 
gem  has  sharp  design  elements  and  full  lustre. 

An  exceptional  example . 675 

1936 Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  379 
1922  Grant  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  trace  of  peripheral  toning.  .115 

Choice  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 
Rare  With  Star  Variety 
1922  Grant  with  Star.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  at¬ 
tractive  Mint  State  example  with  lovely  satin 
lustre  and  bright  silver  surfaces.  Heavy  die 
polish  lines  in  the  fields  are  typical  of  all 
genuine  examples  of  this  issue.  There  is  much 
numismatic  lore  concerning  this  issue — 
which,  before  the  commemorative  boom  of 
1935-1936,  was  considered  to  be  the  rarity 
that  everyone  wanted!  Today  it  is  even  rarer, 
hut  with  all  of  the  media  stuff,  sometimes  true 

rarity  gets  lost  in  the  shuffle! .  1,750 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre.  Quite  lovely. 
Only  10,000  were  released . 645 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  frosty  silver  lustre . 625 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  delighted.  465 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Attractive .  135 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

exceptional  satiny  surfaces .  199 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  189 

1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,275 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces .  885 

1934  Maryland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  140 

Lustrous  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 
Plain  Variety 

1921  Missouri.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  splendid 
specimen,  far  finer  than  usually  seen . 1,675 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
example  of  this  scarce  commemorative  issue. 

Frosty  and  brilliant .  865 

1921  Missouri.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

light  golden  toning . 360 

1921  Missouri.  AU-50  (ICG).  Light  gray  with 
considerable  lustre  and  few  very  minor  hair¬ 
lines .  269 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  175 
1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate 

golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 665 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  one  tiny  toning  spot  on  front  of  cow’s 

hock .  380 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  lovely  satin  lustre .  350 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre .  325 


1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  faint  champagne 

toning . 289 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCXiS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  outstanding  white  lustre  on  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse . 675 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant  485 
19  36  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
example  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a 
very  intricate  design,  and  is  usually  found  in 
higher  grades . 450 


Likes  the 
Harvard  exhibit 

My  name  is  Wayne  [S.]  and  1 
am  a  client  (though  not  as  fre¬ 
quent  as  I  would  like)  of  Bowers 
and  Merena.  Today  I  am  sending 
you  this  email  regarding  a  non¬ 
coin  related  topic  though. 

Today  my  wife,  daughter  and  1 
made  the  trek  into  Boston  to  view 
the  dinosaur  egg  exhibit  at  the 
Harvard  Mineralogical  Museum. 
How  surprised  was  I  to  look  down 
at  another  one  of  the  exhibits  and 
see  your  photo! 

My  wife,  who  puts  up  with  my 
addiction  to  coins,  even  said  “that’s 
the  coin  guy.”  Well  as  you  know',  I 
was  looking  at  the  collection  of  me¬ 
teorites  that  you  and  your  wffe  do¬ 
nated  to  the  museum  some  years 
ago.  I  knew  of  your  interest  in  these 
from  reading  your  RCRs  hut  didn’t 
know  how  extensive  your  interest 
was/is.  A  bit  later  we  came  across 
another  of  your  donations  that  was 
truly  spectacular. 

1  just  thought  that  you  might 
like  to  know  of  this  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise  I  had  while  spending  this  nice 
fall  day  with  my  family. 

Editor’s  note:  Not  far  from  the  ex¬ 
hibits  you  mention  is  the  main  gallery 
of  the  museum,  and  on  the  wall  is  a 
plaque  with  the  visage  of  Albert 
Fairchild  Holden,  patron  of  Harvard 
and  the  father  of  Emery  May  Holden 
Norweb,  one  of  America’s  best  re - 
membered  numismatists . 

Each  year  I  give  a  guest  lecture  on 
“Connoisseur ship''  at  the  Museology 
class  (for  would-be  museum  curators 
and  those  with  like  interests)  at 
Howard,  and  y<nt  are  mated  to  contact 
Dr.  Carl  Francis  for  information.  It 
would  be  great  to  have  you  attend! 
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193fc  Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre . 360 

026  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant 

gem  example . 260 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver 

surfaces  with  faint  iridescent  toning .  170 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  white  with 

super  eye  appeal .  1,650 

1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  199 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 

gem  with  frosty  silver  lustre . 485 

1934- D Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  200 

1936  Oregon  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  ton¬ 
ing  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces .  135 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
delicate  toning  over  deeply  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 510 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  frosty  white  lustre .  225 

1939-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  delight¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  silver  surfaces.  ..  479 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  rich,  deep  lustre.  Nicely  struck  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal. 
A  “high  end”  example,  a  duplicate  of  which 
would  be  difficult  to  locate . 2,750 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very 
choice  specimen  of  this  highly  important  is¬ 
sue  .  1,280 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 540 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  159 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  wisps 
of  light  gold  toning . 490 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gem  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  faint 
toning . 225 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  few  wisps 

of  golden  toning  over  superb  lustrous  sur- 
fac  t$ . 259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  239 

19)6  Robinson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19 


1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 


standing  gem  with  light  toning . 209 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 85 

1936- DSan  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

gem  example .  145 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 


tive  example  from  an  issue  that  is  generally 


found  with  less  eye  appeal . 600 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 ,550 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
A  lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative 
types  of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954.  .  1,225 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in 
great  demand . 995 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 575 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  desirable  gem 

example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
amber  toning . 245 

1936  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 15 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb 
gem  example  with  satiny  silver  lustre  and 
attractive  iridescent  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 640 

Superb  1938-PDS  Texas  Set 
1938  Texas  PDS  Set.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  beautiful.  A  very  high  quality  trio,  the 
scarcest  of  all  Texas  sets  and  the  most  desir¬ 
able,  but  not  often  encountered  in  this  el¬ 
egant  high  condition .  5,100 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  faint  toning  over  brilliant  lustre. ..  525 
1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

quality  with  satiny  brilliance .  595 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

Gem  1925  Fort  Vancouver  Half  Dollar 
1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  a  highly  attractive  coin  which 
matches  a  high  numerical  grade  with  superb 
eye  appeal,  the  last  being  even  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  the  number  assigned — as 
Vancouver  half  dollars  in  particular  are  not 
easily  found  by  anyone  with  the  sharp  eye  of 
a  connoisseur.  The  coin  offered  here  is  a 

happy  exception .  1,500 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  exceptional  eye  appeal . 479 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 45 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splashes  of 

golden  toning.  An  exceptionally  high- 
grade  coin .  1 79 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 

1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

A  lustrous  gem . 95 


1948  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  420 

1948-D  Booker  T.  Washington  MS-65 
(NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  light  periph¬ 
eral  toning .  70 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  79 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  frosty . 80 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  89 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 

obverse  with  fully  brilliant  reverse .  235 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  109 

1950- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

A  brilliant  gem  example . ”...  45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

195 1  -S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  toning .  235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
gem  quality  with  brilliant  silver  lustre. .  225 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

example . 235 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample . 185 

1936  York.  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality 
with  frosty  lustre  and  faint  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  190 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  silver  lustre .  165 


GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVES 

A  nice  selection  of  popular  issues  from  1903 
onward. 


Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  McKinley 
gold  $1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with 
bright  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  commemora¬ 
tive  with  a  fascinating  story  of  promotion  and 
distribution — but  sales  were  slow,  and  most 
were  eventually  melted  (today,  we  read  this 
and  weep! ).  Two  different  gold  dollar  variet¬ 
ies  were  issued  for  this  event,  the  other  with 
a  portrait  of  Thomas  Jefferson  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  . 3,200 

Mint  State  1903  McKinley  Gold  $1 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Issue 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 
McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
splashes  of  deep  orange  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse .  1,800 
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Commemorative  U.S.  Coins  for  Sale 


Nearly  Gem  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 

$ 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  $1.  MS-64  fPCGS). 
Proof!  ike  lustre  with  lovely  yellow  gold  lustre. 
A  wonderful  example.  It  has  been  our  experi¬ 
ence  that  this  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  com - 
memoradve  gold  dollar  at  this  grade  level — dozens 
of  times  rarer  thari  the  1922  Grant! . 6,500 

Gem  191 5 -S  Panama-Pacific  Gold  $1 


191 5 -S  Panama-Pacific  gold  $1.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with  a 
hint  of  pink.  A  classic  issue  distributed  in 
connection  with  one  of  the  most  successful 
expositions  ever  held  in  America . 2,860 

Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Quarter  Eagle 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  with  frosty  yellow 
gold  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces .  5,800 


Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 
1916  McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-65  (PCGS)  An 
exceptional  example  with  pinkish  gold  lustre 

and  frosty  surfaces .  2,860 

1916  McKinley  gold  $1  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 
attractive  specimen  with  lustrous  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of  pinkish  ton¬ 
ing .  1,175 

Lustrous  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Variety  with  Star 

1922  Grant  gold  $1.  With  Star.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Just  the 
barest  touch  of  friction  is  visible,  mostly  un¬ 
der  magnification,  and  a  couple  of  marks  are 
seen — but,  all  told,  quite  pleasing  in  its  as¬ 
pect .  1,575 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Plain  Variety 


1922  Grant  gold  $1.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold 
lustre.  A  few  minor  orange  toning  spots  are 

visible .  3,500 

1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant  example  with  rich  rose  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 625 

1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant  example  with  faint  lilac  toning 
along  the  obverse  border . 395 


MODERN  COMMEMORATIVES 

_  GOLD  ISSUES _ 

1987-W  Constitution  $5.  Proof-68  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  1 19 

1987-W  Constitution  $5.  Proof -6 7  DCAM 
(PCGS) .  109 

platinum  Issues 

2000-W  Statue  of  Liberty.  $100.  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo.  (PCGS) .  825 

Territorial  gold 


1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 


1853  United  States  Assay  Office  of 
Gold.  $20.  900  THOUS.  Kagin-18. 
MS-61  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Mint 
State  example  with  highly  lustrous  green¬ 
ish  gold  surfaces.  A  very  sharply  struck 
example  with  only  a  few  minor  surface 
marks.  This  is  much  finer  than  the  MS- 
61  grade  would  suggest . 10,950 
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BOOKS  FOR  SALE! 

All  at  Discounts 


Results  of  Popularity  Survey 


Popularity  Survey  Compiled 

I  have  just  checked  over  the  sales  results 
tor  books  we  have  shipped  in  recent  months 
and  share  with  you  the  results  of  the  “popu¬ 
larity  parade.”  It  you  lack  even  one  of  these 
titles  in  your  library,  you  may  wish  to  buy  a 
copy  now.  These  and  other  books  are  offered 
at  attractive  discounts:  10%  off  on  the  list 
price  of  any  title,  but  if  your  total  order  for 
books  (plus  Eagle  albums,  also  available  at 
the  same  discount  schedule)  reaches 
$100.01  or  more,  take  a  20%  discount.  This 
is  our  way  of  sharing  information  with  you 
and  making  it  easier  than  ever  to  obtain 
books  and  supplies  at  low  costs.  Often  an  in¬ 
vestment  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  useful 
hooks  will  result  in  thousands  of  dollars  of 
savings  when  you  become  a  “smart  buyer.” 
There  is  absolutely  no  substitute  for  being 
informed,  and  the  very  best  way  to  gain 
knowledge  is  to  buy  books. 

The  Popularity  List 

Sweeping  the  popularity  charts  was  Dave 
Bowsers’  new  hook,  More  Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins,  a  new  title  that  has  been  the 
sensation  of  the  numismatic  field  ever  since 
it  was  released  a  few  months  ago.  The  high 
numbers  are  due  to  the  novelty  of  the  title, 
but  not  completely,  as  a  number  of  people 
have  seen  a  copy  and  then  ordered  others 
for  gifts  or  resale.  This  is  a  dandy  book,  con¬ 
tains  459  pages,  has  50  chapters  on  50  differ¬ 
ent  numismatic  “adventures,”  is  extensively 
illustrated,  hardbound,  and  is  guaranteed  to 
provide  you  with  many  hours  of  enjoyable 
reading — plus  a  lot  of  great  information! 
Stock  No.  BBM-125A,  list  price:  $89.00  (re¬ 
member,  a  discount  applies  to  all  list  prices). 

High  on  the  charts,  and  almost  sold  out, 
is  Dave  Bowers’  mammoth  volume,  A  Califtrr - 


nia  Gold  Rush  History,  featuring  the  treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  and  its  excit¬ 
ing  recovery,  plus  the  most  comprehensive 
numismatic  study  ever  of  gold  mining,  mint¬ 
ing,  coinage,  and  other  aspects  of  this  pivotal 
time  in  American  history.  This  volume 
weighs  11  lhs,  is  1051  pages,  deluxe 
hardbound,  color  illustrated,  and  cost  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  create  and 
produce!  The  list  price  is  not  inexpensive, 
hut  we  absolutely  guarantee  that  you  will  find 
the  hook  to  he  a  treasure  in  its  own  right — 
delightful  reading  from  front  to  back,  infor¬ 
mative,  and  indeed  exciting.  This  hook  has 
captured  the  two  highest  awards  of  the  past 
year.  The  printing  of  about  5,000  copies  is 
nearly  sold  out,  so  hurry!  Stock  No.  CGR- 
100,  list  price:  $199.00. 

Also  high  on  the  list  is  Dave  Bowers’ 
standard  reference  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  created  in  1982 
when  we  sold  the  Eliasherg  Collection  of 
U.S.  gold  coins,  (the  only  complete  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  collection  ever  formed).  Since 
then  it  has  been  reprinted  several  times, 
has  become  a  classic,  and  seems  to  be  of 
enduring  interest.  Profusely  illustrated,  in¬ 
terestingly  written,  and  with  great  informa¬ 
tion.  415  pages.  Deluxe  hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-135,  list  price:  $57.95. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  continues  to  make 
our  best  seller  list,  as  it  has  ever  since  it  was 
released  in  1988.  By  this  time  we  have  sold 
well  over  10,000  copies.  This  is  the  most 
comprehensive  single  volume  available  on 
the  United  States  coinage  series,  and  is  a 
must-have  reference  for  anyone  seriously 
interested  in  die  varieties,  rarity,  or  any 
other  aspects  of  coins.  You  might  have  pric¬ 
ing  and  grading  information  from  popular 


January/February  200^ 


72 


rare  Coin  Review*!  5  i 


Rooks  for  sale 


by  Mary  Tocci 


sources,  and  if  so  this  hook  hy  Walter  Breen 
will  complement  this  data  and  give  you  the 
entire  picture.  A  really  great  hook.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BBR-764,  list 
price:  $135.00. 

“You  can’t  tell  the  players  without  a  pro¬ 
gram,"  the  old  saying  goes,  and  if  you  are  at 
all  interested  in  pattern  coins  (including 
such  things  as  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents, 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars,  $4  Stellas,  and  oth¬ 
ers),  then  this  classic  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock, 
Ill,  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues, 
is  necessary  for  your  bookshelf.  It  sells  well 
for  us,  week  after  week,  month  after  month, 
year  after  year!  524  pages,  illustrated.  Stock 
No.  BPO-100,  list  price:  $79.00. 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  Early 
United  States  Cents  1 793' 18 14,  written  by 
Walter  Breen  and  edited  by  Mark  Borckardt, 
is  a  relatively  new  release  and  has  become  a 
necessary  fixture  in  just  about  every  numis¬ 
matic  library,  as  it  talks  about  the  most 
prevalent  of  early  American  coins — copper 
cents  1793-1814 — but  delves  into  minting 
processes,  planchet  preparation,  history,  and 
much  else.  Highly  acclaimed  and  well  worth 
having.  895  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No. 
BBR-999,  list  price:  Deluxe  Hardbound 
$149.95,  Hardbound:  $89.95. 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  published  in  1999,  de¬ 
tails  the  history  of  California  immediately 
after  the  Gold  Rush,  in  the  early  1860s,  plus 
the  activities  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
plus  adventures  on  an  ill-fated  side  wheel 
steamer,  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  lost  at  sea 
off  Crescent  City,  California,  in  the  summer 
of  1865.  Written  in  an  absorbing  manner, 
you  will  almost  feel  that  you  are  on  board!  A 
great  “read,”  highly  acclaimed,  and  well 
worth  having.  416  pages,  illustrated.  Stock 
No.  BBM-406,  list  price:  $69.95. 

The ;  Rare  Silver  Dollars  dated  1 804  and  the 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts,  by 
Dave  Bowers,  was  extensively  researched 
and  brought  to  light  much  information 
never  published  before  in  a  single  source. 
You  w  ill  read  about  the  most  famous  of  all 
United  States  coins,  the  1804  dollar,  how  it 
came  to  be,  the  biographies  of  about  200 
people  and  firms  who  have  owned  or 
handled  specimens  over  the  years  and 
more — including  a  day-by-day  account  of 


adventures  on  the  high  seas  aboard  the 
U.S.S.  Peacock,  an  American  ship  of  war 
which  carried  Edmund  Roberts  to  the  tar 
reaches  of  the  world,  w  here  he  distributed  as 
diplomatic  gilts  the  first  specimens  of  the 
1804  dollar.  If  you  buy  this  book,  get  set  for 
a  week  or  two  of  deeply  absorbing  and  very 
informative  reading — this  we  guarantee! 
490  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BBM-407, 
list  price:  $69.95. 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by 
David  Lange,  is  of  evergreen  popularity  and 
tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to 
know  or  dreamed  of  asking  about  this 
popular  series,  first  minted  in  1909.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BLA-107,  list 
price:  $43.95. 

One  more  entry  in  our  “Popularity  Pa¬ 
rade”  enumeration:  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
King  of  Coins,  is  a  biography  of  the  only  per¬ 
son  in  American  numismatic  history  who 
ever  obtained  one  of  each  date  and  mint- 
mark  of  United  States  coin  from  the  1 793 
half  cent  to  the  1933  double  eagle,  with  ev¬ 
erything  else  in  between!  There  has  never 
been  a  collector  like  Mr.  Eliasberg,  and  there 
has  never  been  a  collection  like  the  one  he 
formed.  Dave  Bowers  gives  fascinating  detail 
how  Eliasberg,  a  Baltimore  banker  embarked 
on  his  mission  to  collect  one  of  everything, 
and  how  he  did  so,  complete  with  many  an¬ 
ecdotes,  fortunate  and  less  fortunate  experi¬ 
ences,  and  other  exciting  “stuff.”  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  be  a  “good  read,”  and  to  furnish  you 
with  excellent  ideas  and  insights.  Along  the 
way  there  is  much  related  about  different 
coins,  rarities,  people  in  numismatics,  and 
more.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BBM 
146A,  list  price:  $62.50  (only  a  few  left!) 

If  we  were  to  give 
a  “turkey”  award  for 
Dave  Bowers’  books — 
one  title  that  hasn’t 
sold  very  well  and  we 
mention  it  here  just  to 
be  fair  in  what  we 
do — it  would  be  The 
Waterford  Water  Cure . 

This  has  been  reviewed  as  a  tour  de  force  in 
numismatic  research,  but  the  focus  is  so  spe¬ 
cialized — the  Waterford  Water  Cure  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Maine  that  practiced  hydropa¬ 
thy  and  which  counterst  amped  coins  (the 


numismatic  connection)  to  advertise,  that 
not  everyone  finds  it  to  be  his  cup  of  tea. 
Year  after  year  this  has  been  the  slowest 
seller  among  Dave’s  kxrks.  We  have  perhaps 
a  hundred  or  so  copies  remaining,  after 
which  it  will  never  he  reprinted.  This,  too, 
comes  with  a  guarantee  of  satisfaction— in¬ 
teresting  to  read  if  you  like  arcane  subjects 
explored  in  depth.  224  pages,  illustrated. 
Stock  No.  BBM-422,  list  price:  $49.95. 

Another 

A  relatively  re¬ 
cent  addition  to  our 
book  listing,  but  in¬ 
creasingly  popular,  is 
Don  C.  Kelly’s  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  Notes, 
third  edition,  which 
describes  currency 
issued  by  thousands 
of  banks  in  the  United  States  from  the 
1860s  through  and  including  1935,  with 
the  imprint  of  each  bank  on  the  face — 
some  from  each  and  every  state,  and  per¬ 
haps  even  from  your  home  town.  Rarity 
and  value  information  is  also  given.  A  stan¬ 
dard  work  for  anyone  interested  in  cur¬ 
rency.  596  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No. 
BKE-650,  list  price:  $100.00. 

Beyond  that,  on  the  following  pages 
we  list  many  interesting  and  important 
titles.  As  noted,  each  comes  to  you  with  a 
discount,  and  each  has  a  30-day  money 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

Books  are  the  most  enjoyable  and  best 
way  to  gain  knowledge  of  rare  coins  and  pa¬ 
per  money  and  to  increase  your  interest  and 
excitement.  I  am  just  a  telephone  call,  email 
message,  or  letter  away,  and  1  look  forward 
to  filling  your  order  for  books.  An  easy  way 
is  to  call  me  toll  free  800-222-5993,  credit 
card  in  hand,  let  me  know  the  titles  you 
want,  and  1  will  compute  your  best  discount 
and  hasten  the  shipment  on  its  way  to  you. 

Happy  New  Year! 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department. 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a 
10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic  Literature:  Volume  1-  19th 
Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  \\  Adams — Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  The 
foundation  stone  tor  studying  19th-century  coin  dealers, 
auctioneers,  and  catalogues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAD-900.  List:  $49.50 

Augustus  Saint-Gal  dens  1848-1907: 

A  Master  of  American  Sculpture 
By  M usee  des  Augustins — This  hook  illustrates  the  work  of 
Saint  Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including  specimens  in 
the  museum  of  the  ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-601.  List  $69.95 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  A l  Blythe — Everything  the  interested  collector  needs  to 

know  about  half  dimes.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List  $29.95 

The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers — A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  from  1891  to  date. 
1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710.  List  $159.00 

A  California  Gold  Rush  History 

featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 

By  Q.  David  Bowers — T ake  the  greatest  gold  coin  and  ingot 
treasure  ever  found,  the  saga  of  the  S .  S .  Central  America  and 
how  the  long-lost  ship  was  recovered,  and  you  have  part  of 
the  thrilling  narrative.  1,051  pages,  Profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  CGR-100.  List  $199.00 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money, 

A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers — Reprint  of  some  of  our 
favorite  articles  from  the  19th  century.  192  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401.  List  $29.95 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Instruments 
By  Q.  David  Bowers — First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old-time  automatic  music 
makers.  1,008  pages,  illustrated.  Over  20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-802.  List  $89.95 

More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 

Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

By  Q.  David  Bowers — You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head 
nickels,  gold  coins,  colonials,  exploits  and  adventures, 
treasures,  personalities,  State  quarters,  tokens,  unsolved 
mysteries,  and  much  more!  460  pages,  Profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-125A.  List  $89.00 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 

and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers — Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat.  490 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407.  List  $69.95 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
By  Q  David  Bowers — Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush.  416  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406.  List  $69.95 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 
By  Q  David  Bowers — The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95 

Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q  David  Bowers — An  arcane,  but  fascinating  inquiry 
into  counrerstamped  coins.  224  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422.  List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents 
The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents  dated  1793-1857. 
500  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-724.  List:  $65.00 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  fountainhead  of  information  gath¬ 
ered  over  a  long  period  of  years.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List:  $135.00 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States 
Cents  1793-1814 

Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt — Everything  you’ve  always  wanted 
to  know  about  the  large  cent  series.  895  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-999.  List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-999A.  List:  $149.95 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook 
By  Kenneth  Bressett — A  detailed  overview  of  the  program, 
history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  and  more.  90  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-555.  List:  $4.99 

The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  1796-1838 
By  A.W.  Browning,  Updated  by  Walter  Breen ,  Forward  by  Q. 
David  Bowers — Reprint  of  early  classic.  Describes  by  die 
varieties  and  characteristics.  184  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-813.  List:  $22.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline — A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popular 
series  by  an  acknowledged  expert.  175  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-701.  List  $34.95 

The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World — General  information  is  given 
concerning  each  design,  followed  by  “What  Will  It  Cost?” 
and  “Fast  Facts”.  254  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700.  List  $22.00 

CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Coin  World — This  7th  edition  includes 
rarities,  coinage  iaws,  market  history,  precious  metals,  de¬ 
scriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper  money,  grading, 
mintage  figures,  and  investments.  699  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  CWA-250.  List  $20.00 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby — One  of  the  greatest  American 
numismatic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  3  78  pages,  illustrated.  Durst  reprint. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45.00 

United  States  Small  Cents-Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995-June  2000 
Compiled  by  John  Dannreuther  &  Jeff  Garrett — If  you  like  to 
pore  over  market  prices,  numbers,  etc.,  you’ll  be  very  happy 
with  this  book!  643  pages. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BDA-800.  List:  $100.00 

America’s  Money  America’s  Story 
By  Richard  Doty — Experience  the  fascinating  evolution  of 
America's  monetary  system.  244  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-500.  List  $34.95 

The  Soho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty — If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t,  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  to  order  a  copy!  254  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505.  List  $75.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum — An  in-depth  survey  of  the 
Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series.  160 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List  $35.00 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit  Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz — A  handy  pocket-sized  reference.  52  pages, 

illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-1 15.  List  $10.00 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties 
Fourth  Edition-Volume  I 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton  — Hundreds  of  varieties  of 
U.S.  coins  from  half  cents  to  Jefferson  nickels  are  described 
and  arranged  by  two  of  the  hobby’s  most  admired  figures. 
422  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-950.  List  $34.95 

Helpful  Hints  For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivaz — Bill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information,  advice,  and  skills 
needed  to  have  fun  in  coin  collecting.  1 20  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-120.  List  $15.95 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Roosevelt  Dimes 
By  Kevin  Flynn — Descriptions  of  dates,  mintmarks,  and  die 
varieties  1946  to  2001.  182  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BF1-310.  List  $32.95 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels 
By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  Van  Note — This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a  breeze! 
130  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-301.  List  $29.95 

The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook  For  Collectors  and  Investors 
By  Les  &  Sue  Fox — A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters.  216  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFO-750.  List  $9.95 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 
By  Robert  Friedberg,  with  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S.  and 
Arthur  L.  Friedberg — The  essential  work  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  United  States  currency. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105A.  List  $38.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
By  Brian  Greer — A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BGR-222.  List  $36.95 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 
By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W.  Etheridge — A  classic 
in  the  field  of  gold  coin  research.  206  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List  $30.00 

Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies 

By  Ron  Guth — A  great  how-to-do-it  book!  357  pages, 
softbound,  extensively  illustrated.  A  truly  great  basic  guide 
to  buying,  selling,  trading,  and  enjoying  coins. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BGU-108.  List  $21.99 

A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers — A  fact-filled 
action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List  $14.95 

The  Norris,  Gregg,  &  Norris  Coin  and  The  Gold  Rush  of  ’49 
By  George  Hull — An  in  depth  view  of  the  coinage  of  Norris, 
Gregg,  &.  Norris  plus  much  information  about  the  lives  of 
California  Gold  Rush  miners.  137  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHU-601.  List  $29.95  ^NEWl^ 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BHU-600.  List  $15.95 

John  Hull,  The  Mint  and  the  Economics  of  Massechusetts 
Coinage 

By  Louis  Jordan — A  history  of  the  Massechusetts  Mint 
including  political,  economical  and  legislative  factors,  pro¬ 
duction  issues,  minting  techniques,  and  a  chronology  of 
significant  events.  348  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BJO-200.  List  $50.00  ^  NEW! 
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N umismatic  Books  For  Sale ! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  your  hook  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a 
10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Tut  Civil  War  Tokens  Collectors  Guide 
By  Brvon  KanstngeT — For  the  Civil  War  Token  enthusiast, 
this  new  work  will  give  valuable  background  information 
and  valuations.  238  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BKA-900.  List  $27.00 

National  Bank  Notes 
Third  Edition 

By  Don  C .  Kelly — Don  Kelly’s  magnum  opus  about  the  notes 
issued  by  12,635  banks  in  the  general  era  1863-1935.  596 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BKE-650.  List  $100.00 

The  Complete  Gl  ide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 
By  David  Lange  — This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking  charac¬ 
teristics  of  each  issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A.  List  $36.95. 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange — Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this 

series.  392  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Laurence — A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 

the  series. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109.  List  $29.95 
Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey — A  great  refer¬ 
ence  by  two  of  numismatics'  most  accomplished  authors. 
293  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100.  List  $75.00 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D. — A  comprehensive  study  of 

half  cent  die  varieties.  300  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850.  List  $75.00 

The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margohs  and  Fred  Weinberg— This  is  a  splendid 
book,  indeed  definitive.  456  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-762.  List  $39.95 

The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Vol.  4 
Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey — A  collection  of  articles 
from  recent  years  from  the  journal  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club.  600  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BGO-300.  List  $44.00 

United  States  Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues 
1990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton — Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the 
number  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  published  by  the 
various  United  States  auction  houses.  60  pages. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BMO-400.  List  price  $29.95. 

The  Medallic  Work  of  John  Adams  Bolen,  Die  Sinker  &c. 
by  Neil  E.  Musante — One  of  the  finest  books  ever  published 
on  any  specialized  token  or  medal  series.  350  pages. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMU-925.  List  price  $65. 

United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb — The  standard  reference  book  on 
die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798.  List  $50.00 

U.S.  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 
By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers — 
Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much  information,  price 
data,  etc.,  not  available  in  any  other  volume.  524  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.BPO-100.  List  $79.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America 

By  Enc  P.  Neuman— The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehensive  information  on 
every  issue.  480  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  $75.00 

California  Coiners  and  Assayers 
By  Dan  Owens — A  wealth  of  information  relating  to  coin¬ 
ing  in  California  from  1848-1863.  448  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOW-800.  List  $49.95 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 
By  Al  C.  Overton,  Edited  by  Don  Parsley — The  standard 
reference  on  the  series,  a  “must-have”  book.  710  pages. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100.  List  $59.95 

United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus — This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end 
of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and 
gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  ill. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95 

History  Comes  to  Life: 

Collecting  Historical  Letters  and  Documents 
by  Kenneth  W.  Rendell — This  book  makes  dandy  reading  for 
anyone  interested  in  history.  279  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRE-1 13.  List:  $29.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy — Designated  an  official  grading  guide  by 
the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414.  List  $12.95 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington 
By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld — This  second  edition  cov¬ 
ers  Washington  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and  badges 
issued  from  1783  to  present.  432  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-555.  List  $34.95 

Standard  Catalog  of  Hard  Times  Tokens  1832-1844 
By  Russell  Rulau — The  standard  authority  on  the  title 
subject.  2 1 8  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-950.  List  $29.95 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 
By  Russel!  Rulau — Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about  everything  else  you 
need  to  know. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725.  List  $47.95 
Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon — A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic 
die  descriptions  with  history,  collecting  information,  and 
opinions.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50.00 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attribution  Guide 
2nd  edition,  Volume  1, 1856-1858 

by  Richard  E.  Snow — Definitive  for  1856-8  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  including  the  famous  1856.  128  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSN  501.  List:  $24.50 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attribution  Guide 
2nd  edition,  Volume  6,  1900-1909 

by  Richard  E.  Snow — Great  guide  to  repunched  dates  and 
other  interesting  varieties  in  this  highly  affordable  section 
of  the  Indian  cent  series.  Over  100  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSN  506.  List:  $18.00 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Gold  Eagles  1 795-1804 
By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka— The  first  sytematic  compilation 
of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of  the  known 
eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor — Packed  with  new,  updated  information 

Over  300  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404.  List  $24.95 

Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebben s — Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Com 
Lore  columnist.  224  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTE-800.  List  $22.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Franklin  Hale  Dollars 

Second  Edition 

By  Rick  Tomaska— The  first  hook  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  240  pages,  illustrated 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-IOOA.  List  $29.95 

Scott  Travers’  Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers — This  book  draws  a  road¬ 
map  detailing  both  the  hits  and  the  misses.  1 34  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950.  List  $1 1.95 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  &  A.  George  Mallts — A  brand  new 
edition  of  this  popular  book.  534  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710.  List  $79.95 

Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock  Connection 
By  Robert  Van  Ryzin — T akes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silver  mines  of  Nevada’s 
Comstock  Lode.  300  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-980.  List  $34.95 

The  Best  of  the  Jefferson  Nickel  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

Second  Edition 

by  John  A.  Wexler  and  Brian  A.  Ribar — Extensively  illus¬ 
trated  as  a  definitive  work  on  this  topic  should  be.  264 
pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-875.  List  price  $38.95 

The  Best  of  The  Washington  Quarter  Doubled  Die 
Varieties 

By  John  A .  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn — Features  1 39  of  the  most 
desirable  Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with  detailed 
descriptions,  cross-reference  information,  values,  rarity, 
and  more.  186  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes 
By  John  A .  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn— The  first  reference  avail¬ 
able  covering  a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  varieties. 
1 20  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302.  List  $29.95 

The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Bmk 
By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. — Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties, 
including  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications,  major 
die  breaks.  316  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-202.  List  $40.00 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book: 

An  Attribution  and  Pricing  Guide, 

Volume  II,  1942-1944 

By  James  Wiles,  P/i.D. — Points  out  technical  die  varieties  to 
be  found  on  Washington  quarters  of  the  three  dates.  243 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BV\  1  -40 1 .  List  $39.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter — A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition  was  published  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35.00 
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Backstock 

Bargains! 


Our  pan  softbound  auction  catalogues  are  now  available  to  you  at  a  bargain  price!  For  $25  you  will  receive 
five  historical  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  catalogues  ($5  each).  Call  or  e-mail  Mary  with  a  preference  list  or 
order  a  grab  bag,  either  way  you’ll  get  five  for  $25!  Subject  to  availability. 

To  order,  please  call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department  at  1-800-222-5993  or  e-mail  her  at 
Kvob@bowersandmerena.com. 


Numismatic  Books  For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  vour  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a 
10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Publications  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  senes  of  monographs  relating  to  the 
“Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference"  held  each  year  in 
New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each  volume  is  superb,  con¬ 
tains  the  work  of  many  authors,  and  is  excellently  illustrated. 

America’s  Silver  Coinage  1794-1891 
210  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-2  lO.List  $15.00 
America’s  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg — 127  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-21 1.  List  $25.00 

America’s  Gold  Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf— 132  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List  $15.00 

The  Token:  America’s  Other  Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty — 224  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-213.  List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman — 346  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-214.  List  $25.00 

America’s  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg— 190  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-215.  List  $25.00 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confederation 
By  Philip  L .  Mossman — A  superb  study,  separately  published 
by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  312  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200.  List  $100.00 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our 
Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Disco ver/Novus  or  American  Express  (send  all 
information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your 
order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send 
a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured, 
either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest  will 
be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after  30  days. 
Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request)  for  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  AN  ACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  |7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  conven- 
tn  m  or  <  irher  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final. 
Ci  >ins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and 
in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state 


of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical 
descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival 
or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of 
various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our 
experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built 
probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a 
refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend 
certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may 
change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under 
Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an 
effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint 

B\  Douglas  Winter — Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 

Dahlonega  Mint.  250  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-818.  List  $25.00 

John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography  by  Stewart  Witham — An  illustrated 
biography  which  makes  John  Reich.  48  pages,  illustrated. 
SoftbounJ.  Stock  No.  BW1-900.  List  $  1 2.95 


Numismatist’s  “Companion”  Books 

Each  K>ok  in  the  “Companion”  series  is  edited  by  QDB  and 
contains  interesting  articles  by  various  authors.  Delightful 
and  informative  reading.  Softbound,  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95 


Bowers  and  Merena’s  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin-related  topics, 
from  famous  figures,  studies  on  popular  series  to  investiga¬ 
tive  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 

By  A.L.  Drummond 

Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95 

A  Review  of  the  Commemorative  Coin  Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Kline 
By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  N LG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95  . 

Woodward’s  Sale  of  the  John  F.  McCoy  Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504.  List  $5.95 


Terms  of  Sale 


Music 


Something  Different! 

For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you  An  Evening  at  the 
Home  of  Cecil  B.  DeM ille  ,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe 
Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the  “Mighty  Wurlitzer”  the¬ 
atre  pipe  organ  owned  by  Dave  Bowers.  We  guarantee  you 
the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun  and  enjoyment  with  this 
purchase. 

Stock  No.  BCD-1.  List  $24.95 
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You’ve  come  to  the  right  place  for 

Numismatic  Supplies 


“Bausch  &  Lomb”  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 

For  discount  information  on  magnifying  glasses,  see  page  72. 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  a  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses 
fold  into  the  case,  which  serves  as  the 
handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide 
field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of 
coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our 
favorite  all-purpose  glass . $23.00 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens 
system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass, 
swings  intoachrome-plated  case/handle. 
7X  power.  Dave  Bowers’  favorite!  Lim¬ 
ited  field  of  vision;  excellent  for  detail 
work  (overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched 
letters,  etc.) . $44.00 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive 
“Packette”  5X  magnifier  of  molded 
optical  plastic.  Folds  into  a  plastic 
case.  A  good  pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively; 
if  you  lose  it,  you  can  easily  buy  an¬ 
other . $9.00 


“Intercept  Shield”  Coin  Albums, 
Holders  and  Protective  Boxes 


The  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  albums  features  technology 
intended  to  provide  state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion." 
The  manufacturer  states  that  “this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid 
state  material  that  contains  active  additives — which  instantly  neutralize 
corrosive  agents  and  cleans  the  environment.  A  permanent  and  irrevers¬ 
ible  chemical  reaction  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt  to 
migrate  through  the  material.*"  It  is  said  that  these  holders  will  stabilize 
the  surface  of  a  coin — in  that  attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way, 
“bright”  coins  will  not  become  toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been 
excellent.  While  we  make  no  warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the 
claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have  heard  nothing  but  good  things.  For 
available  album  types  and  prices,  contact  our  Publications  Department. 


To  order  or  for  more  information 


call  800-222-5993 


“Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 

TTi  is  great  “top  of  the  line” 
product  consists  of  a  finely 
crafted  wooden  case  which 
opens  like  a  hook — accented 
with  brass  hinges  and  an 
engravable  brass  nameplate. 
Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is 
die-cut  with  nine  openings 
suitable  for  displaying  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI, 
and/or  AN  ACS  plastic  hold¬ 
ers.  Thus,  the  album  will  show¬ 
case  in  a  deluxe  manner  a 
total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these 
cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would  do  justice  to  the  finest 
collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1878-1921,  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of 
trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only;  black 
“universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  ..  $149.95 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds 
nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-02 1 :  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for 
mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style 
ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $24.95 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the 
trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album . $12.95 

“Littleton  Albums” 


(Net  prices,  no  discounts) 


We  are  offering  selected  Littleton  albums  for  popular  U.S.  coins 
series.  Designed  with  collectors  in  mind,  every  Littleton  album  has 
a  sturdy  three-ring  hinder  construction  so  that  album  pages  can  he 
flat  and  be  easily  removed.  Brass  eyelets  reinforce  the  pages,  and 
thumb  holes  make  slide  removal  convenient.  Crystal  clear  slides 
show  both  sides.  Mintage  figures  and  other  information  included.  It 
you  enjoy  collecting  in  the  traditional  way — raw  coins  rather  than 
certified,  these  traditional  albums  are  just  the  thing.  Holders  of  this 
type  have  been  enjoying  a  revival  recently,  as  it  is  fun  to  collect 
and  to  fill  in  the  openings.  For  available  album  types  and  prices, 
contact  our  Publications  Department. 
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Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

800-222-5993 
In  NH:  569-5095 

Fax:  603-569-53 19 
www.bowersandmerena.com 
e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


I  collectors! 


